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eDItoRIAL

The Pontificate of Pope Francis is characterized by the word 
“mercy”.  The very motto he chose to mark his pontificate was 
“miserando atque eligendo” meaning that his election as Pope 
was a merciful act of God.  In his inaugural address to the XXIV 
Synod, Session 2, the Major Archbishop Mar George Alencherry 
pointed out that “this is a paradigm shift in Episcopal and Priestly 
ministry which Pope Francis has inaugurated and has challenged 
immensely every Christian and also non-Christian.   The Holy 
Year  of Mercy and his two encyclicals, Lumen Fidei and Laudato 
si and the Apostolic Exhortations, Evangelii Gaudium and Amoris 
Laetitia, have given a new direction in the vision and mission of 
the Church”.  The celebration of the Holy Year of Mercy (Decem-
ber 8, 2015 - November 20, 2016) was carried out in the whole 
Church in full vigour. In the words of the Major Archbishop in 
his inaugural address to the XXIV Synod, Session 1, “more than 
on celebrations, the emphasis for the Year of Mercy is on the ob-
servance of the fundamental virtue of mercy that the Holy Father 
wishes to inculcate in Christian life and activities especially in the 
pastoral practice of the Church. The Church in India too and our 
eparchies in particular have taken deep interest in awareness cre-
ation and organization of activities for the Holy Year of Mercy.”

The theme of “mercy” reverberated also in the Major Archi-
episcopal Assembly held at Sahrudaya College of Engineering & 
Technology, Kodakara in the Eparchy of Irinjalakuda  during the 
XXIV Synod, Session 2, from 25-28 August 2016. The Synod had 
chosen the triple themes of ‘Simplicity in Life, Witness in Family 
and Mission of the Migrants’ for the Assembly and had its line-
amenta entitled: The Responses of the Church to the Challenges 
of Today - Simplicity in Life, Witness in Family, and Mission of 
Migrants.  In fact the theme of simplicity gained greater promi-
nence in the discussions during the Assembly than the other two 
themes.  The instrumentum laboris of the Assembly highlighted 



the fact that “for people of all walks of life and religious affilia-
tion, every parish, religious house and institution should become 
a welcoming place where they experience the providence and 
protection of the Father, forgiveness and mercy of the Son and 
the loving communion of the Holy Spirit.” Again mercy is seen to 
be the thread that runs through all the three themes of the Assem-
bly: Simplicity in life is not merely for the sake of simplicity, but 
motivated by the genuine desire to imitate the Lord who emptied 
himself for the sake of the other and compassion for those who 
lack everything by becoming merciful as the Heavenly Father is 
merciful.  This is the one quality which every Christian family is 
specially called to witness – to make the face of Christ accessible 
to everyone through their lives.  The mission of the migrants can-
not be limited to construction of institutions, but more than that 
it is projecting the face of the merciful God wherever they are 
planted in the providence of God. 

The canonization of Mother Teresa on 4 September 2016 was 
indeed a high point of the celebration of the Year of Mercy.  In his 
homily during the canonization ceremony, Pope Francis declared 
that “Mother Teresa, in all aspects of her life, was a generous 
dispenser of divine mercy, making herself available for every-
one through her welcome and defence of human life, those un-
born and those abandoned and discarded.  She was committed to 
defending life, ceaselessly proclaiming that “the unborn are the 
weakest, the smallest, the most vulnerable”.  It is a proud moment 
for all Indians when Mother Teresa was canonized as St. Teresa 
of Kolkata, inviting every Indian to emulate her example of mer-
cy.  The Syro-Malabar Church too marked the event with special 
thanksgiving prayers in churches and participating in the national 
events of commemoration in Kolkata, Delhi and Trivandrum.  

In this year of mercy, the Syro-Malabar Church too received 
some special blessings in the area of pastoral care of her migrant 
faithful.  On 28th July this year, the election of Fr. Joseph (Ben-
ny Mathew) Srampickal, as the Bishop of the eparchy for the 
Syro-Malabar Faithful in Great Britain with Preston as its See and 



Mgr. Stephen Chirappanath, as the Apostolic Visitator of Europe 
with Episcopal rank was announced.  Besides strengthening our 
efforts for providing pastoral care to our faithful in the diaspora, 
it gives a better opportunity for us to bear witness to the merciful 
face of the Father, living our faith tradition more effectively in 
these parts of the world.  As the Syro-Malabar Church is gearing 
herself up for the forthcoming jubilee of her elevation to the Ma-
jor Archiepiscopal status, we can hope for greater juridical per-
fection as well as much more effective evangelization mission 
and pastoral care activities. 

These were some of the important themes and events that en-
gaged the attention of the two sessions of the XXIV Synod of 
Bishops of the Syro-Malabar Church.  In this issue of the Synodal 
News (Vol. 24, Nos. 1 – 2, December 2016) we have included 
documents relating to the two Sessions of the XXIV Synod held 
in the year 2016.  Besides, there are Pastoral Letters and Cir-
culars, Documents related to important ecclesiastical provisions 
and other usual items.  It is hoped that these items will help the 
readers to be informed of the major events and discussions in the 
Synod of the Syro-Malabar Church. 



XXIV synod (2016) 

session I

07 – 12 January 2016
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XXIV synoD (2016) sessIon 1 
7-12 JAnuARy 2016

InAuGuRAL ADDRess  

oF tHe MAJoR ARCHBIsHoP

My dear Brother Archbishops and Bishops, 

Praise be to Jesus Christ!

Cordial welcome to all of you to the present Session of the 
Synod!

Having been spiritually refreshed by the joyful experience 
of ordaining the new priests of our Church, we are assembled to 
have the Synodal experience of praying, reflecting and making 
decisions for the good of the Church and the society.  Let us thank 
the Lord for the gift of 281 new priests this year (144 diocesan 
and 137 religious priests of whom 28 will be ordained in the com-
ing months) for our Church.  We will have the New Priests’ Day 
celebration someday after Easter once the post Easter ordinations 
are also over.  On Nov. 6, 2015, we had the first ever meeting of 
the Deacons of our Church here at Mount St. Thomas, organized 
by the Synodal Commission for Clergy.  165 Deacons participat-
ed in it.  This coming together of Deacons gave them greater con-
sciousness of being part of the hierarchical service of the church 
as persons who have received the Major Order of Diaconate.  It 
may be good that our Synod reflects on the ways and means by 
which we can promote the pastoral relevance of diaconate minis-
try in our Church.  

Yesterday we celebrated the feast of Denaha and by the de-
cision of the previous Synod, we have entered into the celebra-
tion of the Syro-Malabar Mission Week, and I feel that all our 
Archeparchies, Eparchies, Exarchate and Migrant Communities 
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have taken up the celebration with the fervour and enthusiasm it 
deserves.  

Bishop Joseph Kollamparambil CMI, has helped us to make 
an immediate preparation for this session of the Synod. Citing a 
few experiences both from his priestly and Episcopal ministry 
he brought home to us that the present missionary context is one 
of trials and sufferings both for the missionaries and the newly 
baptized. The two important points he presented were: 1) Prayer 
is the most effective means to receive the spiritual strength to 
witness Christ during times of trials and 2) it is the united effort, 
empowering one another of the missionary personnel, guided by 
the Bishop is the best way of missionary functioning.

I welcome in a special way, Bp. Joseph Kodakallil, Bp. Jose 
Kalluvelil, Bp. Antony Kariyil CMI and Bp. Prince Antony Panen-
gadan, who attend this Synod for the first time, as full members of 
the Synod. The will of the Apostolic See to provide adequate and 
appropriate provisions for our migrant communities is singularly 
manifested by the establishment of the new Exarchate in Missis-
sauga, Canada, which of course has to develop in due course to 
a full-fledged Eparchy.  When I welcome the new Bishops my 
thoughts naturally turn to the bishops emeriti: Bishop Mathew 
Vaniakizhakel VC and Bishop Joseph Kunnath CMI.

As a person of ascetical life with his zealous leadership Bish-
op Mathew Vaniakizhakel successfully completed 14 years shep-
herding the Eparchy of Satna. He has been instrumental for the 
development of St Ephrem’s Theological College integrating the 
values of our ecclesial traditions and Mission thrust into the for-
mation of seminarians. He took special attention in making this 
seminary financially viable by enlisting the contributions from 
voluntary donors. Being a person of deep faith and particular de-
votion to Mother Mary he did his Episcopal ministry with great 
confidence in God and special concern and care for all. Remind-
ing us of the historical abdication of office by Pope Benedict XVI 
he retired from his office on 27 August, 2014 to dedicate himself 
to a life of prayer and reflection.
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With the bifurcation of the Eparchy of Adilabad from the 
Eparchy of Chanda on 23 July 1999 Bishop Joseph Kunnath 
was appointed the first Bishop of this Eparchy. He has served the 
Eparchy for 16 years with determination and commitment. His 
plans and actions always reflected the priority of proclaiming the 
Gospel, following the footsteps of Bishop Januarius, “periphery 
to center and center to periphery”. He always exhorted priests and 
the religious to be loyal to the liturgy where the faith is celebrated 
and to regular house visiting and family prayers where the faith is 
shared. Being the first Bishop of the Eparchy he took many initi-
atives, one of which was the translation of the liturgical texts into 
Telugu language within the short span of time. Within a couple 
of years he succeeded in establishing the basic infrastructure of 
the diocese such as: the bishop’s house, minor seminary, pastoral 
centre etc. Reading the signs of time that favoured a direct evan-
gelization, he invited many congregations and priests from the 
Eparchy of Palai to propel the missionary activities of the Church 
in Adilabad. The long sixteen years of shepherding truly paved 
the way for constructive reforms and laid a strong foundation for 
the young Eparchy.

I also remember with gratitude the two administrators, Very 
Rev. Fr George Mangalappilly of Satna and Very Rev. Fr. George 
Alukka of Mandya who administered the respective eparchies in 
the best way possible when the Eparchial Sees were vacant.  

The Apostolic See has announced the glad news that Mother 
Teresa of Kolkata will be canonized in September this year.  Re-
cently, we received the information from the Congregation for the 
Cause of Saints that Fr. Joseph Vithayathil, founder of Holy Fam-
ily Congregation has been approved as Venerable on the basis of 
the heroic virtues he practiced during his life.  

One of the key points of discussion during this session of the 
Synod will be the upcoming Major Archiepiscopal Assembly, the 
lineamenta of which is prepared and has to be finalized during 
this session itself. 
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The whole Church has started in full vigour, the celebration 
of the Holy Year of Mercy. More than on celebrations, the empha-
sis for the Year of Mercy is on the observance of the fundamental 
virtue of mercy that the Holy Father wishes to inculcate in Chris-
tian life and activities especially in the pastoral practice of the 
Church. The Church in India too and our eparchies in particular 
have taken deep interest in awareness creation and organization 
of activities for the Holy Year of Mercy.  As I informed you by an 
earlier letter, the Chapel in Major Archiepiscopal Curia at Mount 
St Thomas, Kakkanad is also designated a Church to which the 
faithful can make pilgrimage and obtain the indulgence granted 
by the Holy Father to the Holy Door during the extraordinary 
Jubilee Year of Mercy.

The conclusion of the celebration of the Year of Consecrated 
Life is scheduled to be on 2 Feb. 2016 for which the Synod has 
given the directive to have special functions on eparchial levels.  

The first Catechetical Congress conducted by our Church 
from November 25- 27, 2015 at Mount St. Thomas proved to be a 
great event that created a wider sense of Catechetical conscious-
ness and spirit of communion among all the delegates assembled 
from the eparchies and the diaspora communities of our Church.  
The commission deserves our appreciation and applause. 

Let me bring to your attention that Archbishop Kuriakose 
Kunnassery has completed 60th Year of his priestly ordination.  
Archbishop Jacob Thoomkuzhy and Bishop Mathew Vattaku-
zhy will complete this year the 60th Year of Priestly Ordination.  
Bishop Joseph Kodakallil begins the silver jubilee year of priestly 
ordination this year.  Let us offer our wishes and prayers to these 
brother bishops.  

As we are aware, every Synodal session is an ecclesial act in 
which the celebrations of the Holy Qurbana, the Liturgy of the 
Hours, personal prayer, deliberations and decisions in the Syn-
odal sittings and other related activities, altogether give us an ex-
perience of our leadership role in the Church and society.  The 
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Church was born by the power of the Holy Spirit, The same Spirit 
is empowering us in all our ecclesial activities.  Let every act of 
the Synod be led by this guiding principle and let us be instru-
ments in the hands of the Holy Spirit.  May our prayers during 
the days of the Synod bring upon us God’s blessings and let us 
enter the Synod invoking the mediation of Holy Mary, Mother 
of Christ, St. Thomas our Apostle, St. Geevarghese and all the 
Saints of the Church, especially St. Alphonsa, St. Kuriakose Elias 
Chavara and St. Euphrasia Eluvathingal and Blessed Mother Te-
resa of Kolkata, Blessed Mariam Thresia and Blessed Kunjachan 
Theverparampil.

With these words I declare the First Session of the XXIV 
Synod 2016 open.

Mount St. Thomas, Kakkanad George Alencherry 
7 January 2016               Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church
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XXIV synoD (2016), sessIon 1 
07 – 12 JAnuARy 2016

RePoRt

The XXIV Synod (2016), Session 1 began with a recollec-
tion preached by Bishop Joseph Kollamparampil CMI, at 10.00 
a.m., followed by personal prayer for some time and Holy Qur-
bana of the Bishops, with the Major Archbishop George Cardinal 
Alencherry being the main celebrant.  The formal sitting of the 
Synod began at 2.30 p.m. with a prayer by the Major Archbishop 
after which he proceeded with the inaugural address.

The Formal Inauguration of the Synod: In his inaugural 
address the Major Archbishop thanked Bishop Joseph Kollam-
parampil CMI, who, with his reflections, helped the Bishops to 
make an immediate preparation for this session of the Synod. Cit-
ing a few experiences both from his priestly and Episcopal min-
istry, the preacher brought home to the Bishops that the present 
missionary context is one of trials and sufferings both for the mis-
sionaries and the newly baptized. The Major Archbishop thanked 
the Lord for the gift of 281 new priests this year (144 diocesan 
and 137 religious priests of whom 28 will be ordained in the com-
ing months) in the Syro-Malabar Church.

The Major Archbishop welcomed all the Archbishops and 
Bishops, and in a special way Bishop Joseph Kodakallil, Bishop 
Jose Kalluvelil, Bishop Prince Antony Panengadan and Bishop 
Antony Kariyil CMI who are attending the Synod for the first time 
as full members of the Synod. The Major Archbishop thanked the 
Bishops emeriti: Bishop Mathew Vaniakizhakel VC and Bishop 
Joseph Kunnath CMI, recalling their great contributions in their 
pastoral ministry in their respective eparchies. 
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The Major Archbishop pointed out the importance of the Year 
of the Consecrated life which is going to be concluded and the 
Holy Year of Mercy which the Holy Father Pope Francis declared 
for the observance of the fundamental virtue of mercy. The first 
Catechetical Congress conducted by our Church proved to be a 
great event that created a wider sense of catechetical awareness 
and spirit of communion among the participants. Invoking bless-
ings of God, he declared the first session of the XXIV Synod 2016 
open.

Participants:  The following members were present for the 
current session of the Synod: Mar George Alencherry (Major 
Archbishop), Mar Mathew Moolakkatt OSB (Kottayam), Mar 
Andrews Thazhath (Trichur), Mar Joseph Perumthottam (Changa-
nacherry), Mar George Njaralakkatt (Tellicherry), Mar Kuriakose 
Bharanikulangara (Faridabad), Mar Joseph Powathil (Archbishop 
Emeritus, Changanacherry), Mar George Valiamattam (Archbish-
op Emeritus, Tellicherry), Mar Jacob Thoomkuzhy (Archbishop 
Emeritus, Trichur), Mar Dominic Kokkatt CST (Emeritus, Gora-
khpur), Mar Joseph Pallikaparampil (Emeritus, Palai), Mar James 
Pazhayattil (Emeritus, Irinjalakuda), Mar Gratian Mundadan CMI 
(Emeritus, Bijnor), Mar Joseph Pastor Neelankavil CMI (Emeri-
tus, Sagar), Mar George Punnakottil (Emeritus, Kothamangalam), 
Mar Thomas Chakiath (Emeritus Auxiliary, Ernakulam-Angam-
aly), Mar Mathew Vaniakizhakel VC (Emeritus, Satna), Mar Ja-
cob Manathodath (Palghat), Mar Thomas Elavanal MCBS (Kaly-
an), Mar Sebastian Vadakel MST (Ujjain), Mar Jacob Angadiath 
(Chicago), Mar Mathew Arackal (Kanjirapally), Mar Lawrence 
Mukkuzhy (Belthangady), Mar Joseph Kunnath CMI (Emeritus 
- Adilabad), Mar Sebastian Adayanthrath (Auxiliary, Ernakulam 
Angamaly), Mar Mathew Anikuzhikattil (Idukki), Mar Joseph 
Kallarangatt (Palai), Mar Jose Porunnedom (Mananthavady), Mar 
Anthony Chirayath (Sagar), Mar Thomas Thuruthimattam CST 
(Gorakhpur), Mar Joseph Pandarasseril (Auxiliary, Kottayam), 
Mar Joseph Arumachadath MCBS (Bhadravathi), Mar Bosco Pu-
thur (Melbourne), Mar Remigiose Inchananiyil (Thamarassery), 
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Mar Raphael Thattil (Auxiliary, Trichur & Apostolic Visitor in 
India), Mar Paul Alappatt (Ramanathapuram), Mar Pauly Kan-
nookadan (Irinjalakuda), Mar John Vadakel CMI (Bijnor), Mar 
Jose Chittooparambil CMI (Rajkot), Mar George Madathikan-
dathil (Kothamangalam), Mar George Rajendran SDB (Thuckal-
ay), Mar Jacob Muricken (Auxiliary, Palai), Mar Joseph Kollam-
parampil CMI, Mar Jose Puthenveettil, Mar Ephrem Nariculam 
(Chanda), Mar Joy Alappatt (Auxiliary, Chicago), Mar Joseph 
Kodakallil (Satna), Mar Jose Kalluvelil (Exarchate of Mississau-
ga, Canada), Mar Prince Antony Panengadan (Adilabad) and Mar 
Antony Kariyil CMI (Mandya).

Office Bearers for the Present Session of the Synod: The 
Synod approved the designation of the following persons to the 
various offices and committees for the conduct of the present ses-
sion.

Moderators: Bishop Sebastian Vadakel MST (Convener), 
Bishop Jose Porunnedom and Bishop Anthony Chirayath.

Tellers: Bishop Jose Kalluvelil, Bishop Prince Antony Panen-
gadan and Bishop Antony Kariyil CMI. 

Committee for the Media: Archbishop Mathew Moolakkatt 
OSB (Convener), Bishop Raphael Thattil and Bishop Sebastian 
Adayanthrath.

Committee for the Pastoral Circular: Archbishop Kuri-
akose Bharanikulangara (Convener), Bishop Remigiose In-
chananiyil and Bishop Antony Kariyil CMI. 

Liturgical Celebrations: Bishop Pauly Kannookadan.

Review of the Decisions of the Previous Synod:  Bishop 
Bosco Puthur, the Secretary of the Synod read out the decisions 
of the previous Synod held in August 2015.  The Synod reviewed 
the implementation of the decisions.  

Finalizing the Agenda: The Secretary read out the provi-
sional agenda and the Synod approved it with a few additions.  
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With these additional items, the finalized agenda consisted of the 
following items:

1. Sharing of the visit of Major Archbishop and the Chairman 
of the Migrant Commission in Dubai.

2. Reporting on the outcome of the Synodal Delegation’s visit 
in Kuwait.

3. Briefing on the Exarchate of Canada.

4. Briefing by the Apostolic Visitator in India.

5. ASSM.

6. Briefing on the Synod on Family in Rome.

7. Proposals for the XV Ordinary General Assembly of Synod 
of Bishops in Rome.

8. Inclusion of the theology of Laity and Family and the the-
ology of Consecrated Life in the curriculum of the Major 
Seminaries.

9. General guidelines on the principles for sending priests for 
Ecclesiastical Higher Studies.

10. Report of the Seminary Visitation.

11. Briefing on the meeting with the Chairmen & Members of 
Synodal Commission, Bishops who were formators in the 
Seminaries and with the Major Seminary Rectors.

12. St Ephrem’s Seminary, Satna.

13. Motu Proprio mitis et misericors Iesus:  Reform on the ca-
nonical procedure for the declaration of nullity of marriage.

14. Registration of Catholic Parish Churches as societies to get 
Income Tax Pan and Exemption.

15. Request to start the Cause of Mother Mary Celine.

16. Request for Legal Status of the Secular Franciscan Order 
(SFO) in Syro-Malabar Church.
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17. Report regarding the recognition for the Consecrated Vir-
gins.

18. Report on the meeting conducted on 16 November 2015 re-
garding networking of the social ministry of Syro Malabar 
Church.

19. Preparation of musical notations for the chanting of prayers 
in Qurbana and also for the songs in Syriac tunes.

20. Revision of the Syro-Malabar Qurbana: Discussion based 
on the observations of the bishops.

21. Regarding the installation ceremony of a new bishop.

22. Regarding the construction of ramp in the Churches for the 
sick and physically challenged

23. The lineamenta for the Major Archiepiscopal Assembly.

24. Inauguration of the Silver Jubilee Year of the Major Archi-
episcopal Status of our Church during the Major Archiepis-
copal Assembly-2016.

25. Defining the role of different forums and associations by 
clarifying their relation to the Commission for Family and 
Laity.

26. Projects of AKCC.

27. Financing of the Commissions of Syro-Malabar Church.

28. The viability of the project to construct in the curia property 
a pastoral animation centre with modern facilities.

29. Presentation of the text book for the Solemn Reception of 
Holy Communion.

30. Regional mission consultations at Kottayam, Aluva and Tel-
licherry.

31. Conferral of Vāidikaratnam on Fr. Jose Thachil of Ernaku-
lam-Angamaly.
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32. Draft letter on the declaration of St Kuriakose Elias Chavara 
as the Father of the Syro-Malabar Church.

33. Forthcoming CBCI meeting.

34. Socio Political Issues, including reservation.

Sharing of Information by the Major Archbishop: 

The Major Archbishop briefed the Synod of the recovery of 
Fr Antony Kollannur, the Chancellor after the treatment at Vellore 
and the treatment of Bishop Simon Stock Palathara CMI due to 
a stroke. Major Archbishop welcomed Fr Paul Robin Thekkath, 
from the Eparchy of Sagar as Vice Chancellor II.

The Major Archbishop proposed having an In Camera session 
and another session for sharing among: 1) the Mission Eparchies, 
2) Eparchies within Kerala, 3) Eparchies within proper territo-
ry outside Kerala, 4) Eparchies outside India. He informed the 
Synod that the SD sisters will be completing their service in the 
Curia by the month of July, to whom we shall express our formal 
gratitude at the end of the present session of the Synod. The CSN 
sisters have agreed to take over service in the curia and a few of 
them are already present during these days. At the request of the 
Major Archbishop, Bishop Jose Porunnedom read out the clar-
ification of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches regard-
ing the use of the title ‘Metropolitan of All India’. In the letter 
the Congregation expressed its non-objection to the use by the 
Syro-Malabar Church of this title, which entails no juridical fac-
ulties. The Major Archbishop informed the Synod of his letter 
sent to the Congregation for the Causes of Saints regarding the 
founder of CMC. The Major Archbishop invited all the Bishops 
to participate in the blessing of the renovated St Hormis Church 
Angamaly on 10 January.

Visit of Major Archbishop and the Chairman of the Mi-
grant Commission to Dubai:  Bishop Sebastian Vadakel MST 
presented the highlights of the visit of the Major Archbishop and 
Chairman of the Commission for Evangelization and Pastoral 
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Care of Migrants to Dubai from 19 to 21 November, 2015.  The 
visit was at the invitation of Bishop Paul Hinder, Vicar Apostolic 
of the Apostolic Vicariate of Southern Arabia, for a celebration 
organized by SMCA, Dubai. Bishop Vadakel informed the Synod 
that the visit facilitated a dialogue with Bishop Paul Hinder and 
his close collaborators to sort out several pastoral problems of 
the Syro-Malabar Community.  Bishop Vadakel observed that the 
Syro-Malabar Community in the region is not yet allowed to con-
duct catechism classes according to the tradition and syllabus of 
our Church. This has been brought to the attention of Bishop Paul 
Hinder who promised that he would try to find a solution.  The 
Major Archbishop informed the Synod that the visit was fruitful 
and Bishop Paul Hinder was susceptible to our suggestions which 
included granting of official approval to SMCA.

Synodal Delegation’s visit to Kuwait:  Archbishop Kuri-
akose Bharanikulangara briefed the Synod on the visit to Kuwait 
of the delegation consisting of Archbishop Kuriakose Bharaniku-
langara, Bishop Jacob Manathodath and Bishop Raphael That-
til. He said that the delegation was warmly received by Bishop 
Camillo Ballin and his team.  The delegation could discuss with 
Bishop Ballin and his collaborators the pastoral concerns of the 
Syro-Malabar Church in the Gulf region, especially in the Apos-
tolic Vicariate of Northern Arabia.  At the request of our commu-
nity, Bishop Ballin had already increased the number of Qurbana 
for the Syro-Malabar Community and had given more facilities 
for Catechism Classes.  Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara 
elaborated other points of discussion on which there was a gen-
eral agreement between Bishop Ballin and our delegation. Bish-
op Jacob Manathodath and Bishop Raphael Thattil also shared 
their experience of the visit.  The Synod requested Archbishop 
Kuriakose to present on the following day, precise and concrete 
form of the substantially agreed points of discussion.  According-
ly, Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara presented in another 
sitting of the Synod, concrete proposals arising from the dialogue 
between the delegation and Bishop Camillo Ballin: erection of 
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personal parishes, pastoral care in Saudi Arabia, recognition of 
the SMCA.  It was also proposed to continue the dialogue with 
the Apostolic Vicars, if the Synod deemed it necessary.  After a 
brief discussion, the Synod entrusted Archbishop Kuriakose Bha-
ranikulangara and Bishop Sebastian Vadakel MST to go to the 
Gulf to meet Bishop Camillo Ballin and get an agreement signed 
highlighting the points presented. 

Briefing on the Exarchate of Canada:  Bishop Jose Kallu-
velil, the exarch of Mississauga presented a brief report on the 
present situation of the Syro-Malabar Exarchate in Canada.  The 
Major Archbishop congratulated Bishop Kalluvelil on his ef-
ficient leadership through which a lot of development has been 
achieved within a short period of time. 

Briefing on the Eparchy of Mandya:  Bishop Antony Ka-
riyil, CMI presented a brief report on the pastoral situation of 
the eparchy of Mandya after the extension of the territory of the 
eparchy and his installation as its new bishop.  

Mission Week Celebrations and ASSM:  Bishop Raphael 
Thattil, the Apostolic Visitor informed the bishops that sufficient 
attention has been given to the Mission Week Celebrations and 
expressed his hope that it would create an impact among the peo-
ple of our Church.  At his suggestion, the Synod agreed to the 
change of name of the Association of Syro-Malabar Supporters 
of the Mission (ASSM) to make it more appealing. As requested 
by the Apostolic Visitor, the Synod agreed that the Syro-Malabar 
parishes within the proper territory shall give opportunities for 
mission appeal once a year.  

Apostolic Visitation: Bishop Thattil briefed the Synod of 
the experiences of his visitation to several Syro-Malabar Migrant 
Centres.  He said that the situation is challenging, at the same time 
hopeful.  We need to engage ourselves more decisively to provide 
pastoral care for our people wherever needed.  He observed that 
in the migrant communities, there are 16 parishes and 85 Eucha-
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ristic Centres, out of which 10 parishes and 45 Eucharistic Cen-
tres are in the Chennai Mission. Fifty two Priests are working in 
the migrant centres, out of which 30 are in Chennai Mission.  The 
migrant centres are divided into 8 regions, spread over 24 States 
of India, having approximately 1,50,000 Syro-Malabarians.  The 
Major Archbishop expressed his gratitude to Bishop Raphael 
Thattil and to Fr. Joseph Pulavelil MST for their strenuous efforts. 

Synod on Family in Rome: Archbishop Andrews Thazhath 
briefed the Synod of the conduct of the Synod on Family in Rome 
and the contribution of the three Syro-Malabar delegates. The Ma-
jor Archbishop had an opportunity to preach a homily and present 
his intervention on the need of pastoral accompaniment of the 
families in the background of the present day challenges like indi-
vidualism, feminism, hedonism, ‘use and throw’ culture and lack 
of proper sex education. Archbishop Andrews Thazhath spoke 
about the Pastoral Challenges of the Syro-Malabar Migrants and 
Bishop Joseph Kallarangatt spoke about the Role of the Elders 
in the Family.  Archbishop Andrews Thazhath observed that the 
vision of the Syro-Malabar Church on family is well presented 
in the Synod and several participants in the Synod appreciated 
our contribution. Bishop Joseph Kallarangatt and the Major Arch-
bishop also shared their experiences of the Synod.  In spite of the 
negative propaganda, the Synod in general was an occasion for 
the Church to reinforce its teachings on family and its relevance.  

Theme for the XV Ordinary General Assembly of the 
Synod of Bishops in Rome:   The Major Archbishop invited the 
bishops to suggest possible themes for the proposed Synod.  After 
some discussion, the Synod agreed to propose the theme ‘Impor-
tance of Faith Formation in the Context of Contemporary Crisis 
of Faith’.

New Subjects for the Curriculum of the Major Seminar-
ies: After some discussion, the Synod decided to request Major 
Seminaries to include in their curriculum, theology of the laity, 
theology of the consecrated life and gender equity.  
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Guidelines on the Principles for Sending Priests for Eccle-
siastical Higher Studies: Bishop Jacob Manathodath, Convener 
of the Committee presented guidelines for the higher studies of 
priests/candidates to priesthood.  After elaborate discussion and 
appropriate improvements, the Synod approved the guidelines for 
the use of bishops of our Church.

Consultation on Seminary Formation:  Bishop George 
Madathikandathil presented the report of the consultation on the 
seminary formation held at Mount St. Thomas on 09 December 
2015.  The Synod discussed various aspects of the seminary for-
mation.  Towards the end, it was suggested that the Major Arch-
bishop designate a committee to study various aspects of this re-
port and the reports of the visitation to the seminaries and present 
the main points in the forthcoming session of the Synod.

Seminary Commission for St. Ephrem’s, Satna: In the 
place of the existing ad hoc Committee for St Ephrem’s Theolog-
ical College, Satna, the Synod elected Bishop Joseph Kodakallil 
(Chairman), Bishop Sebastian Vadakel MST and Bishop Raphael 
Thattil, members of the Seminary Commission.

Rector for St. Ephrem’s, Satna: The Synod elected Fr Jo-
seph Ottapurackal as Rector of St Ephrem’s Theological College, 
Satna. 

Financial Assistance for St. Ephrem’s, Satna:  There was 
a request for better financial assistance for St. Ephrem’s College, 
Satna.  One suggestion was to designate parishes where the staff 
is ready to go to make people aware of supporting the seminary 
and finding sponsors.  The Synod was of the opinion that it is 
better to coordinate such project through ASSM.  

Motu Proprio: Mitis et Misericors Iesus:  Secretary of the 
Synod welcomed Fr. Jose Chiramel to the Synod.  After a brief 
introduction by Archbishop Mathew Moolakatt OSB, the General 
Moderator for the Administration of Justice, Fr. Jose Chiramel 
explained to the Synod different practical aspects arising from 
the promulgation of the Motu Proprio:Mitis et Misericors Iesus.
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Registration of Catholic Parish Churches as Societies: 
Secretary of the Synod welcomed Mr. Romid, Chartered Ac-
countant of the curia. Mr. Romid clarified the eventual problems 
which we may encounter in this area and suggested possible solu-
tions in the following points.

There was a proposal before the Synod that in order to get 
Income Tax exemption (12 A Registration) and PAN Card for all 
the parishes/churches under an eparchy, it is good (a) to register 
the eparchy as one Society incorporating all the parishes under it 
and (b) to have one PAN Card for all the parishes. Mr. Romid said 
that this is not advisable. However, Societies or preferably Trusts 
will have to be registered for institutions and other organizations 
because of several legal reasons. 

In Kerala, the Income Tax department used to recognize 
eparchies, parishes, convents etc., as deemed Trusts (under Canon 
Law) and issue 12 A Registration and PAN Card without registra-
tion as Trusts or Societies. But recently, the Income Tax Officers 
started to insist on submitting Deed of Trust or Memorandum of 
Association of Societies, in spite of the fact that the Income Tax 
law does not demand it. In this situation, following the advice 
of Mr. Romid, it was proposed to follow the matter legally by 
challenging the matter in the civil court. The Synod decided to 
take legal follow up with the help of experts and with the finan-
cial assistance of the Synod, for which an ad hoc Committee was 
nominated with Bishop Mathew Arackal (Convener), Bishop Se-
bastian Adayanthrath and Bishop Antony Kariyil CMI.

Mr. Romid advised that ecclesiastical authorities will have 
better control of Trusts than Societies and Companies; but in or-
der to decide on the matter, the nature of the institution have to 
be looked into. Mr. Romid also clarified the implications of the 
recent legislation / amendments related to FCRA registration. Mr. 
Romid promised to give the details in writing to all the bishops. 

Request to Initiate the Cause of Mother Mary Celine: 
Bishop Sebastian Adayanthrath presented the request of the 
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Archeparchy of Ernakulam-Angamaly to obtain the favourable 
opinion from the part of the Synod to initiate the Cause of Moth-
er Mary Celine, the first Superior General of the unified CMC. 
There was some discussion on the matter in which several bish-
ops supported the idea. It was also mentioned that there should be 
a formal mechanism for the scrutiny of such requests before being 
presented in the Synod. During the discussion it emerged that the 
Synod in 2008 had taken a decision to entrust the Committee for 
Canonical Questions to prepare norms of procedure for initiating 
the Cause for the Canonization. The discussion concluded with 
the proposal that the Committee for Canonical Questions, after 
verifying the development of the assigned work, will present the 
matter in the current session of the Synod itself.  In a subsequent 
sitting, Bishop Sebastian Vadakel, MST, the then Convener of the 
Synodal Committee for Canonical Questions read out clarifica-
tions given on the matter by the Committee in 2009 (Cf. Synodal 
News 2009, pp. 48-49).  As requested by the Synod, in a later 
sitting, Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara, Convener of 
the Committee for the Canonical Questions informed the Synod 
that a complete documentation on the life of Mother Mary Celine 
CMC is at the disposal of the Synod.  After a brief discussion, the 
Synod gave its favourable opinion to begin the process of beatifi-
cation of Mother Mary Celine CMC. 

Request for Legal Status of the Secular Franciscan Order 
(SFO) in the Syro-Malabar Church: In the light of the request 
of the Franciscan Provincial Ministers presented by Fr. Raphie 
Paliakara OFM Cap., for Legal Status of the Secular Franciscan 
Order (SFO) in the Syro-Malabar Church, Archbishop Andrews 
Thazhath briefed the Synod of its canonical implications. There 
was a long discussion on the matter in which it was highlight-
ed that being a lay organization, the Synod has to support and 
encourage them, even though there are canonical questions in-
volved. Finally it was suggested that the Synod will take up the 
matter after hearing the view of the applicants.  In a later sitting, 
the secretary of the Synod welcomed Fr. Jose Ponnore OFM Cap 
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who presented a short statistical report of the Syro-Malabar SFO 
which has 7374 professed members, active in 290 parishes in ten 
Eparchies. Fr. Ponnore read out the request of the four Franciscan 
Provincial Ministers for legal status of the Secular Franciscan Or-
der in the Syro-Malabar Church and permission for formulating 
its prayers according to the Syro-Malabar liturgical tradition.  Af-
ter discussing the matter, the Synod advised the applicants to pre-
pare with the help of legal experts, statutes for the Syro-Malabar 
units of SFO and present it to the competent authorities in Rome 
for approval with the recommendation of the Major Archbishop. 
The Synod requested them to redraft the prayer of the SFO ac-
cording to the Syro-Malabar liturgical tradition and present it to 
the Major Archbishop for the nihil obstat.

Recognition for the Consecrated Virgins:  Bishop George 
Madathikandathil, presented a draft on the nature, purpose and 
requirements for officially recognizing consecrated virgins in our 
Church.  During the discussion, canonical, ecclesiological, theo-
logical and financial questions came up.  The Synod accepted in 
principle the proposals and requested the Committee, consisting 
of Bishop George Madathikandathil (Convener), Bishop Sebas-
tian Adayanthrath and Bishop Anikuzhikattil to formulate a more 
precise by-law and present it in the following Synod. 

Networking of the Social Ministry of Syro Malabar 
Church: Bishop Mathew Arackal, Bishop in charge of the net-
working of the Social Apostolate of the Syro-Malabar Church, 
presented a brief report of the meeting on 16 November 2015, 
of the directors of Social Ministry of the eparchies.  There was 
enthusiastic participation from almost all the eparchies of our 
Church.  Fr. Michael Vettikatt from the Archeparchy of Kottayam 
has been appointed as the coordinator of the networking of the 
social ministry of our Church for which a central committee also 
was formed.  The main purpose of the networking is to better 
coordinate various activities and projects of the eparchies and the 
religious congregations of our Church. It may also help to pro-
mote marketing of agricultural products.  
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Musical Notations for the Chanting of Prayers in Qurba-
na:  The Secretary of the Synod welcomed Malpan Mathew Vel-
lanickal to present his paper on Musical Notations for the Chant-
ing of Liturgical Prayers.  Fr. Vellanickal observed that almost all 
the Churches of ancient liturgical tradition have their own mode 
of chanting the liturgical prayers.  Hence it is high time that the 
Syro-Malabar Church develop musical tradition of plain chanting 
of liturgical prayers.  He presented a few examples of chanting 
of the prayers and promised that by the Synod in the month of 
August 2016, he will be able to present completed version of the 
chanting of the prayers of the Holy Qurbana.  The Major Arch-
bishop expressed his gratitude to Malpan Vellanickal for his ef-
forts.

Revision of the Syro-Malabar Qurbana:  Secretary of the 
Synod welcomed Fr. Pauly Maniyattu and Fr. Francis Pittappil-
lil. After initial introduction by Bishop Thomas Elavanal MCBS, 
Chairman of the Commission for Liturgy, Fr. Pauly Maniyattu 
read out the observations received from the eparchies regarding 
the areas of revision of the Syro-Malabar Qurbana.  In the dis-
cussion that followed, the bishops were of the opinion that there 
are several points on which there is a general agreement, despite 
a few divergent opinions.  The Synod agreed upon the procedure 
to follow up the matter. The Synod requested the Commission for 
Liturgy to gather suggestions on the revision of the Syro-Malabar 
Qurbana from the Eparchies which have not yet provided them. 
The special committee consisting of the Commission for Litur-
gy, and Archbishop Joseph Perumthottam, Bishop Joseph Kallar-
angatt, Bishop Thomas Chakiath, Bishop Sebastian Adayanthrath 
and Bishop George Punnakottil shall study the observations and 
indicate areas of convergence and suggest ways and means to 
solve the divergences.  Their studied opinion shall be presented 
in the forthcoming session of the Synod after which it shall be 
forwarded to the Central Liturgical Committee for its study and 
suggestions.  The Major Archbishop thanked Fr. Pauly Maniyattu 
and Fr. Francis Pittapillil for their service. 
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Installation Ceremony of Bishops: Bishop Sebastian 
Adayanthrath briefed the Synod of the repetition of a few cere-
monies in the Episcopal Ordination and installation of Bishops. 
After some discussion, the Synod entrusted the Commission for 
Liturgy to prepare texts for the installation of bishops along with 
the Episcopal Ordination and as a separate ceremony as well. 
Some of the bishops pointed out that the Synod had previously 
decided on the matter in this regard.

Construction of Ramp in the Churches: The Major Arch-
bishop presented the Synod a request from various corners on 
the need of constructing ramp in the Churches taking into con-
sideration the need of sick or physically challenged people. The 
Synod decided to request all concerned to construct ramps in the 
Churches and buildings of public utility for this purpose. 

The lineamenta for the Major Archiepiscopal Assembly:  
Fr. Shaji Kochupurayil MCBS was welcomed by Bp. Pauly Ka-
nookadan, Chairman of the Committee for the Major Archiepis-
copal Assembly. Fr. Kochupurayil presented the main points of 
the lineamenta, which has the general title “The Response of the 
Church to the Challenges of Today”, with a specification of “to-
wards a witnessing Church in the Family and Society”.  After 
a long discussion of the different aspects of the lineamenta, the 
Synod suggested to change the subtitle ‘Family, Simplicity and 
Migrants’ to ‘Family, Life Style of the Church and Migration’.

Major Archiepiscopal Jubilee:  The Synod briefly discussed 
the forthcoming Jubilee of the Major Archiepiscopal Status of the 
Syro-Malabar Church, which will be inaugurated during the com-
ing Major Archiepiscopal Assembly.  This matter will be high-
lighted in the circular of the Major Archbishop on the occasion of 
the Major Archiepiscopal Assembly.  

Different Forums and Associations and their Relation 
to the Commission of Family and Laity: Bishop Sebastian 
Adayanthrath presented the proposals of the Commission for 
Family and Laity regarding various Forums, so that eventual 
conflicts could be avoided among various associations and move-
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ments in the Church. The important proposals among them are: 
1) Children’s forum and youth forum need not be part of the 
Commission for Family and Laity, 2) Farmers’ forum can work 
with INFARM, 3) The Chairman Bishop will report on the seven 
forums and the other two commission members will report on 
Family and Women and Catholic Congress. The Bishops were 
generally in agreement with the proposals put forward by Bish-
op Adayanthrath.  However, some of the bishops observed that 
there might be conflicts between the Commission for Family and 
Laity and Catholic Congress, if both of them go ahead with their 
forums.  Bishop Remigiose Inchananiyil informed the Synod that 
the Catholic Congress shall take care of this issue while revising 
its by-laws.  

Projects of Catholic Congress: Bishop Remigiose In-
chananiyil presented different aspects of the activities of Catholic 
Congress and its projects. He said that most probably the revised 
by-law of the Catholic Congress can be presented in the forth-
coming session of the Synod for the final approval. As a whole, 
Catholic Congress is getting more active in most of the Eparchies 
by having new units. However, in some of the eparchies, greater 
encouragement could be given for the advancement of Catholic 
Congress. Bishop Remigiose requested the Bishops to appoint di-
rectors wherever they are not yet appointed. Regarding the microf-
inance project of Catholic Congress, Bishop Remigiose said that 
it could be a great success if sufficient encouragement is given. 
He said that microfinance of Catholic Congress is a project for 
common people for which proper checks and controls are envis-
aged. Its development will help the community at large.  Bishop 
Remigiose was hopeful that in the coming years, good leaders 
will emerge from the grass root level through the activities of 
Catholic Congress. There followed detailed discussion about var-
ious aspects and activities of Catholic Congress, especially the 
microfinance. A few bishops remarked that there is confusion and 
conflict of interest between the activities and projects of Catholic 
Congress and of other associations like Vincent de Paul Society. 



29

Some others remarked about the age limit for the membership in 
Catholic Congress. A few Bishops expressed their apprehension 
about the political involvement of Catholic Congress which could 
eventually cause polarization in our community. Others were of 
the opinion that too much stress on the community in the nar-
row sense will cause communal overtones. Some of the bishops 
highlighted that the role of Catholic Congress is to empower our 
community with Christian values. Several bishops expressed that 
the project of microfinance, for better reception in our parishes 
and eparchies, needs more clarity regarding its nature, purpose 
and mode of operation. Towards the end of the discussion Bishop 
Inchananiyil offered to present a clear picture of the microfinance 
of Catholic Congress on the following day.  In a subsequent sit-
ting, Bishop Remigiose Inchananiyil made certain clarification 
about the Micro Finance Programme of the Catholic Congress, 
which was followed by discussion. Towards the end, the Synod 
requested Bishop Inchananiyil to present a detailed report of the 
programme in the following session of the Synod.

Crisis in the Agricultural Sector: The Major Archbishop 
informed the Synod that he has received a memorandum signed 
by several bishops of our Synod requesting to include the issue 
of the crisis of farmers in the agenda of the present session of the 
Synod. After seeking the mind of the Synod, it was incorporated 
into the agenda. In a later sitting, the Major Archbishop read out 
the Memorandum signed by 9 bishops regarding the crisis faced 
by the farmers.  After discussing in detail various problems faced 
by the farmers, the Synod expressed its solidarity to the suffering 
farmers and decided to lobby with government authorities on the 
issue.    

Financial Management of Various Commissions: Bish-
op Mathew Arackal, Chairman of the Commission for Finance, 
presented before the Synod, financial constraints of some of the 
Commissions and Committees which do not have sufficient finan-
cial sources. During the discussion it emerged that the Eparchies 
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have to bear the T.A. of the participants.  However it was sug-
gested that those who are coming from distant places are to be 
provided with T.A. from the centre. We have to find out resources 
for the expenses of food and accommodation and other expenses, 
which are now met by the curia. The Commissions which have 
substantial income are already sharing their profit with the curia. 
Towards the end of the discussion, Bishop Arackal promised to 
present in the next session of the Synod, a detailed and substanti-
ated statement on the issue.

Construction of a Pastoral Centre in the Curia Premises: 
Bishop Mathew Arackal, Chairman of the Finance Commission, 
presented the general ideas regarding the feasibility of construct-
ing a pastoral centre in the Major Archiepiscopal Curia premises, 
which will be useful at the same time profitable for the financial 
needs of the running of the curia.  After discussing the matter on 
its various aspects both positive and negative, a committee con-
sisting of Bishop Mathew Arackal, Bishop Antony Kariyil CMI 
and Bishop Sebastian Adayanthrath, was constituted to study the 
feasibility of constructing a pastoral centre or other facilities like 
a ware house in the curia premises or elsewhere.  Later Bishop 
Mathew Arackal informed the Synod that the Committee had a 
meeting in which they found that it was not feasible to construct a 
pastoral centre or a ware house in the curia premises.

Presentation of the Text Book for the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation and Solemn Reception of Holy Communion: Bishop 
Jacob Manathodath, Chairman of the Commission for Catechesis, 
presented the text book for the Sacrament of Reconciliation and 
Solemn Reception of Holy Communion for Children and the Syn-
od decided to approve it.

Guidelines for the Retreat Centres: During the tea break 
“Guidelines for Retreat Centres” was released by the Major Arch-
bishop presenting its first copy to Bishop Thomas Chakiath.

Syro-Malabar Anthem:  Bishop Pauly Kanookadan and 
Fr. Peter Kannampuzha presented the text and the audio of the 
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proposed Syro-Malabar anthem.  The Synod proposed a few cor-
rections and requested Bishop Pauly Kanookadan to present the 
improved version in the August Synod. 

Route to the Roots - in the footsteps of St. Thomas: Fr. 
Kannampuzha introduced to the Synod, “Route to the Roots 
- in the footsteps of St. Thomas”, a unique spiritual and cultur-
al pilgrimage to experience the heritage, traditions and folklore 
of Christians in Kerala which will create a love for the Moth-
er Church among the faithful. This project is launched with the 
blessings of the Major Archbishop. It is jointly organized by St 
Thomas Christian Museum, Mount St Thomas, Major Archiepis-
copal Curia, Kakkanad and Magi Pilgrimages.

Consultation on Mission ad gentes Today: Bishop Sebas-
tian Vadakel MST, Chairman of the Commission for Evangeliza-
tion and Pastoral Care of the Migrants, presented the programme 
of the three Regional Mission Consultations scheduled to take 
place in the month of May 2016 and requested the bishops to take 
part in it and send twenty delegates from each eparchy.  

Request for the Title Vāidikaratnam: Bishop Sebastian 
Adayanthrath briefed the Synod of the exemplary priestly min-
istry of Fr. Jose Thachil, especially in the field of priestly forma-
tion, and requested the Synod to honour him with the title Vāidi-
karatnam. After some discussion, several bishops supported the 
request and with due recommendation of the Special Committee 
for Honours and Titles, the Synod decided to honour him.

Declaration of St Kuriakose Elias Chavara as the Father 
of the Syro-Malabar Church: Archbishop Kuriakose Bharan-
ikulangara read out a draft letter addressed to the Prefect of the 
Congregation for the Oriental Churches seeking his advice on an 
appropriate title to be conferred upon St. Kuriakose Elias Cha-
vara.  The Synod discussed on the feasibility of sending such a 
letter to the Congregation.  Several bishops were of the opinion 
that it is up to our Church to honour St. Chavara with an appropri-
ate title.  We may eventually request the Apostolic See for confer-
ring a title on St. Chavara by the Universal Church. Towards the 
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end of the discussion, Synod constituted a Committee consisting 
of Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara (Convener), Arch-
bishop Andrews Thazhath, Bishop Joseph Kallarangatt, Bishop 
Antony Kariyil CMI, Malpan Mathew Vellanickal, Fr. Joseph 
Pamplany, three representatives from CMI and one representative 
from CMC in order to explore the possibility of conferring the 
title ‘the Father of the Syro-Malabar Church’ on St. Chavara in 
the light of the letter of the Prior General of the CMI and to define 
criteria for declaring a Saint ‘Father of the Church’ and present it 
in the Synod of August, 2016.   

Discussion on the CBCI Meeting: The Major Archbishop 
invited the Synod to share their opinion for the preparation of the 
forthcoming plenary assembly of the CBCI at Bangalore sched-
uled from 2-9 March 2016. During the discussion, the Synod 
shared various aspects of the concerns of our Church in view of 
the CBCI meeting.

Inter Church Council Meeting: The Major Archbishop in-
vited all bishops to participate in the forthcoming meeting of all 
Kerala Bishops of the Episcopal Churches, who are members of 
the Inter Church Council, scheduled for 10 March 2016 at CSI 
centre, Kottayam.

Condolence on the Demise of Prof. Mgr. Pierre Yousif:  
On 8 January, the Synod expressed its condolence on the demise 
of Prof. Pierre Yousif of Pontifical Oriental Institute, Rome, who 
was a great scholar and professor of many of our priests and reli-
gious including several bishops and offered prayers for him. 

Re-dedication of the Renovated St Hormis Church 
(Kizhakkepally) Angamaly: On Sunday 10 January 2016, the 
Major Archbishop rededicated the renovated St Hormis Church 
(Kizhakkepally), Angamaly in the presence of several bish-
ops and a large number of priests, religious and laity. Being the 
Church where Mar Abraham the last East Syrian Bishop in the 
Malabar Church is buried, this is considered as an ecumenical 
pilgrim centre for all the believers mainly of the St Thomas Chris-
tian tradition.



33

Announcement of the Auxiliary Bishop of Kanjirapally: 
At 4:30 pm, on Tuesday, 12 January 2016, in the presence of the 
Bishops of the Syro-Malabar Church and a large number of Cler-
gy, religious and laity, the election of Fr. Jose Pulickal as Auxil-
iary Bishop of the eparchy of Kanjirapally was announced.  The 
Major Archbishop and Bishop Mathew Arackal conferred upon 
the Bishop-elect Episcopal insignia. Archbishop Joseph Powathil 
congratulated the Bishop-elect with a bouquet and Archbishop 
Joseph Perumthottam felicitated the new bishop.  The formal 
meeting started with a prayer by the Major Archbishop. Fr. Se-
bastian Vaniyapurackal, Vice-Chancellor-I welcomed the audi-
ence and Fr. Paul Robin Thekkath, Vice-Chancellor-II read out 
the appointment letter.  

Major Archbishop welcomed bishop-elect Jose Pulickal, who 
came to the Synod Hall to invite the bishops for his Episcopal 
Ordination.  Bishop Mathew Arackal invited the bishops for the 
Episcopal Ordination of his Auxiliary scheduled for 2.00 pm, on 
4 February 2016 at Kanjirapally.  

Scrutiny of the Decisions of the XXIV Synod (2016),  
Session 1: The Synod made a scrutiny of the decisions of XXIV 
Synod (2016), Session 1 and gave its final approval.

Conclusion of the Synod: The Major Archbishop sought 
the permission of the Synod to conclude the present session and 
gave the concluding address.  In his concluding address the Ma-
jor Archbishop referred to the main items that were discussed 
during the current Session.  He expressed his satisfaction about 
the several points of agreement reached during the discussion on 
the revision of the Syro-Malabar Qurbana and pointed out that 
we may have to proceed progressively with patience and colle-
gial understanding, starting with the points that indicate signs of 
common agreement, and continue to strive for reaching consen-
sus on those issues that still defy solution.  While thanking the 
Commissions and their offices for the well drafted lineamenta of 
the Major Archiepiscopal Assembly 2016, the Major Archbishop 
observed that the themes were relevant in the present context of 
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the Church.  He hailed the rededication of St. Hormis Church at 
Angamaly as an event that helped to evoke a unique moment in 
the history of the Marthoma Christians as it inaugurated a new 
age of ecumenism and Church unity in the life of the Church in 
India, especially among the Churches that inherit the tradition 
coming from St. Thomas the apostle.  He referred to the election 
of Fr. Jose Pulickal as the Auxiliary Bishop of the Eparchy of 
Kanjirapally as a joyful event and expressed the hope of receiving 
rightful ecclesiastical jurisdiction for the remaining communities 
for the Syro-Malabar faithful in India and ecclesiastical provi-
sions for the effective pastoral care for the Syro-Malabar faithful 
in the Gulf Countries.  Drawing the attention to the burning is-
sues faced by our people in the Ecologically Sensitive Areas in 
the High ranges, and the plight of the farmers due to the fall in 
prices for the agricultural products, the Major Archbishop empha-
sized the need to strengthen our lay people and the associations 
like Catholic Congress to fight for the causes of the Church in 
the Public and also before the State and Central governments.  
The Major Archbishop concluded his message thanking all those 
who helped in one way or other for the efficient functioning of 
the Synod.  Invoking God’s blessings upon our Church, the Ma-
jor Archbishop declared the XXIV Synod of the Bishops of the 
Syro-Malabar Church (2016), Session 1, closed at 6.00 p.m. on 
12 January 2016.  

       
Bosco Puthur, Secretary 

Synod of Bishops of the Syro-Malabar Church

 

Fr. Antony Kollannur 
Major Archiepiscopal Chancellor

Mount St. Thomas, 
12 January 2016 
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XXIV synoD (2016) sessIon 1, 
7-12 JAnuARy 2016

DeCIsIons

1. To award the title Vāidikaratnam to Fr. Jose Thachil, a priest 
from the Archeparchy of Ernakulam-Angamaly.

2. To request the Commission for Liturgy to gather sugges-
tions on the revision of the Syro-Malabar Qurbana from the 
Eparchies which have not yet provided them.

3. To request the special committee, consisting of the mem-
bers of the Commission for Liturgy, and Archbishop Joseph 
Perumthottam, Bishop Joseph Kallarangatt, Bishop Thom-
as Chakiath, Bishop Sebastian Adayanthrath and Bishop 
George Punnakottil, to study the observations received 
from the eparchies regarding the areas of revision of the 
Syro-Malabar Qurbana and to indicate areas of convergence 
and suggest ways and means to solve the divergences and to 
present their suggestions in the forthcoming session of the 
Synod.

4. To change the name of the Association of Syro-Malabar 
Supporters of the Mission (ASSM).

5. To give opportunities for mission appeal once a year in all 
the Syro-Malabar parishes within the proper territory.

6. To approve the text book for the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion for the Children and Solemn Reception of Holy Com-
munion.

7. To take legal follow up, with the help of experts and with 
financial assistance by the Synod, challenging the stand of 
the income tax officers who insist on submitting Deed of 
Trust or Memorandum of Association of Societies for issu-
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ing the 12 A Registration and PAN Card, in spite of the fact 
that the Income Tax law does not demand it, for which an ad 
hoc Committee was nominated with Bishop Mathew Arack-
al (Convener), Bishop Sebastian Adayanthrath and Bishop 
Antony Kariyil CMI.

8. To approve the Guidelines for Higher Studies of priests/can-
didates to priesthood, for the use of bishops of our Church. 

9. To constitute a Committee of Archbishop Kuriakose Bha-
ranikulangara (Convener), Archbishop Andrews Thazhath, 
Bishop Joseph Kallarangatt, Bishop Antony Kariyil CMI, 
Malpan Mathew Vellanickal, Fr. Joseph Pamplany, three 
representatives from CMI and one representative from 
CMC, in order to explore the possibility of conferring the 
title ‘the Father of the Syro-Malabar Church’ on St. Chavara 
in the light of the letter of the Prior General of the CMI and 
to define criteria for declaring a Saint ‘Father of the Church’ 
and present it in the Synod of August 2016.   

10. To accept in principle the proposals regarding the recog-
nition of Consecrated Virgins in the Syro-Malabar Church 
and to request the Committee, consisting of Bishop George 
Madathikandathil (Convener), Bishop Sebastian Adayanth-
rath and Bishop Mathew Anikuzhikattil to formulate a more 
precise by-law and present it in the following Synod.

11. To give favourable opinion to begin the process of Beatifi-
cation of Mother Mary Celine CMC.

12. To entrust Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara and 
Bishop Sebastian Vadakel MST to go to the Gulf to meet 
Bishop Camillo Ballin and get an agreement signed regard-
ing erection of personal parishes, pastoral care in Saudi Ara-
bia and recognition of the SMCA.

13. To request Major Seminaries to include in their curriculum, 
theology of the laity, theology of the consecrated life and 
gender equity.  
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14. To request all concerned to construct ramps in the Churches 
and buildings of public utility taking into consideration the 
need of sick or physically challenged people.

15. To propose to the Major Archbishop to designate a commit-
tee to study various aspects of the report of the consultation 
on the seminary formation as well as the reports of the vis-
itation to the seminaries and present the main points in the 
forthcoming session of the Synod.

 

                      
 Bosco Puthur, Secretary 
 Synod of Bishops of the Syro-Malabar Church

Fr. Antony Kollannur 
Major Archiepiscopal Chancellor

Mount St. Thomas,  
12 January 2016  
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XXIV synoD (2016) sessIon 1 
07-12 JAnuARy 2016

ConCLuDInG ADDRess  

oF tHe MAJoR ARCHBIsHoP

My dear Brother Archbishops and Bishops,

Praise be to Jesus Christ!

The present session of the Synod is coming to a close and I 
am happy to note that we had very fruitful discussions and delib-
erations on many aspects of our ecclesial life and ministry. One 
positive sign is regarding the revision of the Syro-Malabar Qur-
bana. There evolved several points of general agreement, despite 
the fact that divergence on certain basic matters is still lingering 
in the thought patterns of the Church, especially among priests 
and bishops, which is being reflected also in our discussions. We 
have to be patiently and with collegial understanding, continue to 
strive for reaching consensus on those issues that still defy solu-
tion.  In this attempt of revision we may have to proceed pro-
gressively starting with the points that indicate signs of common 
agreement i.e. by moving from the less difficult to the more diffi-
cult points of existing divergence of opinions.  

An important event that awaits us during this year is the 
fourth Major Archiepiscopal Assembly to be conducted during 
the course of the August Synod. The decisions that we have taken 
in this session will help us a lot to make the Assembly success-
ful. The lineamenta is well drafted and the themes are relevant 
in the present context of the Church. Let us be thankful to all the 
members of the committee who have done the preparatory work. 
I also thank all the Commissions and their offices for the amount 
of sacrifice they take for the effective functioning of the curia.
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The rededication of St Hormis Church at Angamaly was 
an event that helped to evoke a unique moment in the history 
of the Marthoma Christians, namely the 32 years of Episcopal 
ministry of the last East Syrian Metropolitan Mar Abraham of 
revered memory. It has inaugurated a new age of ecumenism and 
Church unity in the life of the Church in India especially among 
the Churches that inherit the tradition coming from St Thomas 
the Apostle. 

The election of Fr Jose Pulickal as the Auxiliary Bishop of 
the Eparchy of Kanjirapally gives us added joy and let us congrat-
ulate him on his election. Let us hope and pray that the provisions 
we have prepared in this session may come out fruitfully with the 
propitious approval from the Apostolic See.

We hope to receive rightful ecclesiastical jurisdiction for the 
remaining communities of the Syro-Malabar faithful in India. We 
have to struggle hard to obtain ecclesiastical provisions for the 
effective pastoral care for the Syro-Malabar faithful in the Gulf 
countries by our own priests and our pastoral organization.

Let me draw your attention to the burning issues faced by 
our people settled in the Ecologically Sensitive Areas in the High 
Ranges, and the plight of the farmers due to the fall in prices for 
the agricultural products. We have to strengthen our Lay people 
and the associations like Catholica Congress to fight for the caus-
es of the Church in the public and also before the State and Cen-
tral governments.

Finally let me express my gratitude to all those who helped 
us in the conduct of the Synod, especially Bishop Bosco Puthur, 
the Synod Secretary, the Moderators Bishop Sebastian Vadakel 
MST, Bishop Jose Porunnedom and Bishop Anthony Chirayath 
who have diligently guided the proceedings of this Session of 
our Synod. I express my gratitude in a special way to Fr. Antony 
Kollannur, the Chancellor, who even during his illness guides the 
activities of the curia with his suggestions and directions over the 
phone.  I thank also Fr. Mathew Pulimoottil, the Finance Officer, 
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who carefully and painstakingly manages the financial affairs of 
the curia. My special thanks is due to both the Vice Chancellors: 
Fr. Sebastian Vaniyapurackal and Fr Paul Robin Thekkath. I thank 
also the resident and non-resident Secretaries of the Commis-
sions, other priests functioning for the Curia, SD and SH Sisters 
and other members of the Staff and their helpers who sincerely 
serve at the Major Archiepiscopal Curia.  Fr George Danavelil of 
the Eparchy of Palai has been rendering commendable service in 
the curia for the last six years as Secretary of the Commission for 
Catechesis. He has successfully completed his assigned respon-
sibility and is going back to his Eparchy this month. I sincerely 
thank him and wish him every success in his future ministries.

The next Synodal Session is scheduled for Monday, 22 Au-
gust from 10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. on Saturday, 03 September 
2016.

While thanking you for the love and concern you show to-
wards me and the wholehearted support you give for my humble 
service, I entrust our Synod, the priests, the religious and the lay 
faithful of our Church to the protection of Mary, Mother of Christ, 
St. Thomas, our Father in faith, St. Alphonsa, St Kuriakose Elias 
Chavara, St Euphrasia  and the Blesseds of our Church.

With these words I formally declare the First Session of the 
XXIV Synod of the Bishops of the Syro-Malabar Church closed. 

12 January 2016 George Alencherry
Kakkanad                   Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church
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XXIV synoD (2016) sessIon II

22 AuGust - 2 sePteMBeR 2016

InAuGuRAL ADDRess  

oF tHe MAJoR ARCHBIsHoP

My dear Brother Archbishops and Bishops, 

Praise be to Jesus Christ!

Cordial welcome to all of you to the present Session of the Synod!

Bishop Antony Kariyil CMI has helped us with his reflec-
tions on leadership service by us Bishops, taking inspiration from 
the leadership of Jesus and of the Apostles in the early Church. 
He explained in a very unique way how secular leadership in the 
institutes in society can be understood in the line of Church lead-
ership. His own personal experience as a leader in many of the 
institutions of the Church has helped him to merge the leadership 
exercise in the Church and the society. Let me express sincere 
gratitude of the Synod for the insights and intuitions that Bishop 
Antony Kariyil gave us, as an effective start for our Synodal Ses-
sion.

The sad and sudden demise of our dear Bishop James 
Pazhayattil is the first incident that comes to my mind when we 
begin this Synodal Session. He was an endearing person to all of 
us Bishops and to all those who had contacts with him. Even af-
ter the retirement he did not miss the CBCI, KCBC and our own 
Synod meetings. He intervened in all these meetings when he felt 
it would be necessary from his part for the good of the Church. 
As far as our Church is concerned his office as assistant to Major 
Archbishop Cardinal Antony Padiyara, from June 7, 1995 to Jan-



43

uary 18, 1997, was a unique historical service. In this capacity he 
was acting for the person of Major Archbishop on all important 
occasions and he was meticulously supervising the construction 
work of this edifice of the Curia. 

I would like to reveal a personal note regarding my first re-
lationship with him, when he was Secretary General of KCBC 
and myself, Deputy Secretary as director of POC. It is then that 
I discovered the softness and the serenity of mind in his deal-
ings with others. He was a gentleman in every sense of the term. 
With great devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus his advice to 
all who approached him, was “trust in Divine Providence and go 
ahead in all Confidence”. Bishop Pazhayattil had a peaceful adieu 
from the world. I could visit him on one of his last days and he 
spoke to me with great satisfaction of the medical care that he 
received. Gracefully he accepted the final call of the Divine Mas-
ter and the Eparchy of Irinjalakuda gave a solemn funeral ser-
vice which he merited as the first fatherly Bishop of the Eparchy. 
Bishop Pauly Kannookadan and Archbishop Andrews Thazhath, 
with the priests and lay leaders of the Eparchy of Irinjalakuda 
organized the funeral functions with great dignity and decorum. 
All the Bishops of our Church and many Bishops of the Latin 
Church and the Malankara Catholic Church, in one way or other, 
expressed their solidarity with the Eparchy of Irinjalakuda at the 
time of the funeral service. Let us, as bishops of the Syro-Malabar 
Church, express our heartfelt condolences and continue to pray 
for his eternal repose. 

Recently the Apostolic See has erected a new Syro-Mala-
bar Eparchy at Preston in Great Britain and appointed Fr. Joseph 
(Benny Mathew) Srampickal as its first Bishop.  At the same time 
an Apostolic Visitator of Episcopal rank for Europe in the person 
of Msgr. Stephen Chirappanath also has been appointed. Both the 
Bishops-elect, although not as full members, are attending the 
Synod and I do welcome them joyfully to the present session of 
the Synod.  Bishop Jose Pulickal is coming to the Synod for the 
first time after his Episcopal Ordination as full member of the 
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Synod.  Let me offer to him and to the new Bishops-elect hearty 
congratulations, best wishes and prayers.  

It is also a matter of joy for us to have another Son of our 
Church, Archbishop Kurian Mathew Vayalunkal, appointed Ap-
ostolic Nuncio to Papua New Guinea. Our hearty congratulations 
to the new Nuncio! Let me express our appreciation to Arch-
bishop Kuriakose Kunnacherry, Archbishop Mathew Moolakatt 
and Bishop Joseph Pandarasseril and the people of God of the 
Archeparchy of Kottayam, for having offered a Bishop for the 
service of the Universal Church. 

We know that the growth in the ecclesiastical structures does 
not necessarily mean the real growth of the Church as the Lord 
would desire from us.  The growth in faith formation and the faith 
witness of the people is more important than the realization of the 
ecclesiastical structures.  It is true that the jurisdictional structures 
for our migrant communities will be a great help to realize the 
faith formation and faith witness of the people.  Therefore, our 
first and foremost duty both in the traditional eparchies and in 
the new ones is to strengthen the faith witness of our people and 
thereby pave the way for evangelization by attraction which Holy 
Father Pope Francis has advocated. 

The visit of Cardinal Timothy Dolan of New York for just 
one day in the greater Cochin region created a wave of enthusi-
asm among the people he met. He visited the Major Archiepisco-
pal Curia, Archbishop’s House in Ernakulam, St George Church, 
Edapally and Marian Shrine at Vallarpadam and had an official 
meeting with the CNEWA personnel, as the agency belongs to the 
Archdiocese of New York. He made a fraternal visit also to Major 
Archbishop of the Malankara Catholic Church, Cardinal Baselios 
Mar Cleemis, in Trivandrum, where he officiated as Chief Guest 
the 63rd Feast of Commemoration of the Servant of God Mar 
Ivanios. 

The paradigm shift in Episcopal and Priestly Ministry which 
Pope Francis has inaugurated is a challenge for all of us. He has 
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become a sign of contradiction in the present time of the Church. 
The Holy Year  of Mercy and his two encyclicals, Lumen Fidei 
and Laudato si’ and the Apostolic Exhortations, Evangelii Gaud-
ium and Amoris Laetitia, have given a new direction in the vision 
and mission of the Church. It is up to us to take the message of 
his pontificate to the people of God entrusted to our care. We also 
have to become identified with the message of the Church by ad-
vocating an ‘evangelization by attraction’ which he proposes. 

On 25th evening we will begin the Major Archiepiscopal As-
sembly, the fourth ever since our Church became sui iuris with 
Major Archiepiscopal Status. The preparations for the same have 
been carefully monitored by the Episcopal Committee of Bish-
ops: Bishop Pauly Kannokadan (Convener), Bishop Sebastian 
Adayanthrath and Bishop George Rajendran. Let us hope and 
pray that the Assembly will lead the Church to more meaningful 
witness of life in all the levels of our Church.

Although we expected to have Cardinal Leonardo Sandri 
during this session of the Synod to inaugurate the Silver Jubilee 
celebration of our church’s elevation to the status of Major Ar-
chiepiscopal Church, it has not worked out as such. The proposal 
from the Cardinal prefect himself was that he could come in Jan-
uary 2017 to join us for the Jubilee celebration. It would seem that 
this accidental deferral of time is more appropriate as the Silver 
Jubilee Year starts only on 16 December 2016. Therefore, an in-
auguration in January holds good.

The team of Sisters from the SD Congregation completed 
their term of service here in the Curia and we gave them a merito-
rious farewell. The new team of Sisters is from the Congregation 
of Sisters of Nazareth and they have started their service with full 
vigour and enthusiasm.

As we are aware, every Synodal session is an ecclesial act in 
which the celebrations of the Holy Qurbana, the Liturgy of the 
Hours, personal prayer, deliberations and decisions in the Syn-
odal sittings and other related activities, altogether give us an ex-
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perience of our leadership role in the Church and society.  The 
Church was born by the power of the Holy Spirit, The same Spirit 
is empowering us in all our ecclesial activities.  Let every act of 
the Synod be led by this guiding principle and let us be instru-
ments in the hands of the Holy Spirit.  May our prayers during 
the days of the Synod bring upon us God’s blessings and let us 
enter the Synod invoking the mediation of Holy Mary, Mother of 
Christ, St. Thomas our Father in faith, St. Geevarghese and all the 
Saints of the Church, especially St. Alphonsa, St. Kuriakose Elias 
Chavara and St. Euphrasia Eluvathingal and Blessed Mother Te-
resa of Kolkata, Blessed Mariam Thresia and Blessed Kunjachan 
Theverparampil.

With these words I declare the Second Session of the XXIV 
Synod 2016 open.

Mount St. Thomas, Kakkanad George Alencherry
22 August 2016          Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church
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XXIV synoD (2016), sessIon II 
MonDAy, 22 AuGust – FRIDAy,  

2 sePteMBeR 2016 

RePoRt

The XXIV Synod (2016), Session 2 began on Monday, 22 
August 2016 with a recollection preached by Bishop Antony Ka-
riyil CMI, at 10.00 a.m., followed by personal prayer for some 
time and Holy Qurbana of the Bishops with the Major Archbish-
op George Alencherry being the main celebrant.  The formal sit-
ting of the Synod began at 2.30 p.m. with prayer by the Major 
Archbishop after which he proceeded with the inaugural address.

The Formal Inauguration of the Synod:  In his inaugural 
address, the Major Archbishop thanked Bishop Antony Kariyil 
CMI, for his reflections on the leadership services by the Bishops, 
taking inspiration from the leadership of Jesus and Apostles in 
the early Church. From his own personal experience as a lead-
er in many institutions, he explained in unique way how secular 
leadership can be understood in line with the Church leadership. 
The Major Archbishop commemorated Bishop James Pazhayattil 
as an endearing person to all who came into contact with him. 
The service of Bishop James as assistant to the Major Archbish-
op Cardinal Antony Padiyara was recalled as a unique historical 
service to our Church. The Synod in silence prayed for the repose 
of Bishop James. The Major Archbishop welcomed to the Syn-
od the two Bishops-elect, Fr Joseph (Benny Mathew) Srampickal 
for Great Britain, Msgr Stephen Chirappanath, Apostolic Visita-
tor with Episcopal rank for the Syro-Malabar Faithful in Europe 
and Bishop Jose Pulickal, Auxiliary of Kanjirapally who partici-
pates for the first time in the Synod as full-fledged member. The 
Major Archbishop expressed the joy of the nomination of Msgr 
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Kurian Mathew Vayalunkal as Archbishop and his appointment 
as the Apostolic Nuncio to Papua New Guinea. Expressing hope 
of the possibility of establishment of ecclesiastical provisions for 
the Syro-Malabar migrants in India and in the Gulf, the Major 
Archbishop formally declared the Second Session of the XXIV 
Synod (2016) open.

Participants:  The following members were present for the 
current session of the Synod: Mar George Alencherry (Major 
Archbishop), Mar Mathew Moolakkatt OSB (Kottayam), Mar 
Andrews Thazhath (Trichur), Mar Joseph Perumthottam (Changa-
nacherry), Mar George Njaralakkatt (Tellicherry), Mar Kuriakose 
Bharanikulangara (Faridabad), Mar Joseph Powathil (Archbishop 
Emeritus, Changanacherry), Mar Joseph Pallikaparampil (Emeri-
tus, Palai), Mar Gratian Mundadan CMI (Emeritus, Bijnor), Mar 
Joseph Pastor Neelankavil CMI (Emeritus, Sagar), Mar George 
Punnakottil (Emeritus, Kothamangalam), Mar Simon Stock Pala-
thra CMI (Emeritus, Jagdalpur), Mar Thomas Chakiath (Emeritus 
Auxiliary, Ernakulam-Angamaly), Mar Mathew Vaniakizhakel 
VC (Emeritus, Satna), Mar George Valiamattam (Archbishop 
Emeritus, Tellichery), Mar Jacob Manathodath (Palghat), Mar 
Thomas Elavanal MCBS (Kalyan), Mar Sebastian Vadakel MST 
(Ujjain), Mar Jacob Angadiath (Chicago), Mar Mathew Arack-
al (Kanjirapally), Mar Lawrence Mukkuzhy (Belthangady), 
Mar Joseph Kunnath CMI (Emeritus - Adilabad), Mar Sebastian 
Adayanthrath (Auxiliary, Ernakulam Angamaly), Mar Mathew 
Anikuzhikattil (Idukki), Mar Joseph Kallarangatt (Palai), Mar 
Jose Porunnedom (Mananthavady), Mar Anthony Chirayath 
(Sagar), Mar Thomas Thuruthimattam CST (Gorakhpur), Mar 
Joseph Pandarasseril (Auxiliary, Kottayam), Mar Joseph Arum-
achadath MCBS (Bhadravathi), Mar Bosco Puthur (Melbourne), 
Mar Remigiose Inchananiyil (Thamarassery), Mar Raphael That-
til (Auxiliary, Trichur & Apostolic Visitor in India), Mar Paul Al-
appatt (Ramanathapuram), Mar Pauly Kannookadan (Irinjalaku-
da), Mar John Vadakel CMI (Bijnor), Mar Jose Chittooparambil 
CMI (Rajkot), Mar George Madathikandathil (Kothamangalam), 
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Mar George Rajendran SDB (Thuckalay), Mar Jacob Muricken 
(Auxiliary, Palai), Mar Joseph Kollamparampil CMI, Mar Jose 
Puthenveettil, Mar Ephrem Nariculam (Chanda), Mar Joy Alap-
patt (Auxiliary, Chicago), Mar Joseph Kodakallil (Satna), Mar 
Jose Kalluvelil (Exarchate of Mississauga, Canada), Mar Prince 
Antony Panengadan (Adilabad), Mar Antony Kariyil CMI (Man-
dya), Mar Jose Pulickal (Auxiliary, Kanjirapally), Msgr Stephen 
Chirappanath (Apostolic Visitator-designate, Europe and Fr. Jo-
seph (Benny Mathew) Srampickal (Bishop-elect, Great Britain).

Office Bearers for the Present Session of the Synod: The 
Synod approved the designation of the following persons to the 
various offices and committees for the conduct of the present ses-
sion:

Moderators: Bishop Sebastian Vadakel MST (Convener), 
Bishop Jose Porunnedom and Bishop Anthony Chirayath.

Tellers: Bishop Antony Kariyil CMI, Bishop Jose Pulickal 
and Bishop Prince Antony Panengadan.

Committee for the Media: Archbishop Mathew Moolakkatt 
OSB (Convener), Bishop Raphael Thattil and Bishop Sebastian 
Adayanthrath.

Committee for the Pastoral Circular: Archbishop Kuri-
akose Bharanikulangara (Convener), Bishop Remigiose In-
chananiyil and Bishop Antony Kariyil CMI.  

Liturgical Celebrations: Bishop Pauly Kannookadan.

Review of the Decisions of the Previous Synod:  Bishop 
Bosco Puthur, the Secretary of the Synod read out the decisions 
of the previous Synod held in January 2016.  The Synod reviewed 
the implementation of the decisions.  

Finalizing the Agenda: The Secretary read out the provi-
sional agenda and the Synod approved it, with a few additions. 
With these additional items, the finalized agenda consisted of the 
following items:
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1. Points for the revision of the Holy Qurbana sorted out by the 
Committee of Bishops.

2. Abridged version of the Anaphora of Mar Nestorius.

3. Draft of the liturgical text of the Betrothal.

4. Text for the Guidelines of the Preaching of the Gospel.

5. The new Roman Document In Missa In Cena Domini.

6. Model of the liturgical vestment for the celebration of bap-
tism and the sacramentals.

7. Regarding the movement SRM (Spiritual Revival Ministry) 
in Bangalore.

8. Sannaradhana (Infant Jesus Ministry) of Dr Leena in Ra-
manathapuram.

9. Sharing by Bishop Raphael Thattil, Apostolic Visitator

10. Regarding the implementation of the pastoral care of the 
Syro-Malabar Knanaya Faithful outside the proper territory.

11. Discussion on the issues in Kuwait Syro-Malabar Commu-
nity.

12. Report on the visit of Bishops’ delegation to Kuwait.

13. Sharing on the three regional mission consultations com-
pleted at Kottayam, Aluva and Tellicherry.

14. Major Archiepiscopal Assembly: two discussions, one  
before the Assembly and the other after for evaluation. 

15. Discussion on the need of amending certain provisions in 
the Statutes of the Major Archiepiscopal Assembly.

16. Presentation of report on the 12 A Registration and PAN 
Card.

17. Jesus Youth. 

18. Long term work plan for various commissions.
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19. Report on the Financial Management of the Various Com-
missions.

20. Reports of Various commissions. 

21. Division of Mangalapuzha Seminary Property at Thuthi-
yoor.

22. Extension of Cemetery in the Compound of St Joseph’s 
Pont. Seminary, Mangalapuzha.

23. Report on the Seminary Visitations. 

24. Report on conferring the title ‘the Father of the Syro-Mala-
bar Church’ on St. Chavara.

25. Discussion on the draft of the handbook on Ecumenism.

26. Bye-laws for the Consecrated Virgins.

27. Approval of the Statutes of Catholica Congress.

28. Palliative Care and Environment Conservation. 

29. Concept Design of St Thomas Christian Museum. 

30. Anthem of Syro-Malabar Church. 

Report on the Meeting of Syro-Malabar Bishops During 
CBCI in Bengaluru: At the request of the Major Archbishop 
Fr Sebastian Vaniyapurackal, Major Archiepiscopal Vice Chan-
cellor-1, read out the report of the meeting of the Syro-Malabar 
Bishops during CBCI in Bengaluru, 2-9 March 2016. After short 
discussion the Synod approved the following decision of the 
meeting:

To give permission to Bishop Raphael Thattil, the Apos-
tolic Visitator, to visit all the Syro-Malabar Archeparchies and 
Eparchies with prior information, to speak to the faithful about 
the work of the Apostolic Visitation and to make Mission Appeal.

CBCI Special Commission for Evangelization: Archbishop 
Andrews Thazhath briefed the Synod on the discussions from the 
meeting of CBCI Special Commission for Evangelization, held 
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on 20 August 2016 in Mumbai. The meeting attended by Arch-
bishop Andrews Thazhath (representing the Major Archbishop), 
Bishop Raphael Thattil and Bishop Sebastian Vadakel MST, was 
to a certain extent fruitful for the realization of our long cherished 
goal of establishing an Eparchy in Tamil Nadu and another one 
for the rest of India. Archbishop Andrews informed the Synod 
that in the coming days the Major Archbishop will receive the 
report of the meeting.

Episcopal Ordination of the Bishops-elect: Fr Joseph 
(Benny Mathew) Srampickal for Great Britain and Msgr Stephen 
Chirappanath, Apostolic Visitator with Episcopal rank for the 
Syro-Malabar Faithful in Europe, thanked the Synod for being in-
strumental for their appointment and invited the Bishops to their 
Episcopal ordinations on 9 October at Preston and on either 30 
October or 1 November, 2016 in Rome, respectively.

Title of the New Eparchy in Great Britain: The Major 
Archbishop read out a letter from the Congregation for the Ori-
ental Churches regarding the title of the new Eparchy in Great 
Britain, as a response to the query sent by him. The Congregation 
stated that the title selected for the New Syro-Malabar Eparchy 
is simply, “Eparchia Magnae Britanniae Syro-Malabarensium” 
(Eparchy of Great Britain of Syro-Malabar Faithful or Eparchy of 
Great Britain of Syro-Malabars).

Regional Group Discussions: At the suggestion of the Ma-
jor Archbishop the Synod decided to hold in one of the sittings of 
the Synod Region wise discussions in the following four groups, 
namely, 1) Eparchies in Kerala, 2) Eparchies within the prop-
er territory outside Kerala, 3) Other Eparchies in India and 4) 
Eparchies and Exarchy outside India.

Press Release Regarding the Government Policy Against 
the Self-financing Educational Institutions: Several Bish-
ops suggested that the Synod prepares a press release protesting 
against the Government policy of taking over 100% seats in self-fi-
nancing Medical Colleges ignoring the previous agreements with 
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the management of minority institutions and not granting permis-
sion to the self financing colleges to start new courses recognized 
by the university. Accordingly on 23 August, a press release was 
read out and approved by the Synod for publication.

Statutes of Jesus Youth: Archbishop Andrews Thazhath 
presented before the Synod some observations of the Statutes of 
Jesus Youth. Due to lack of time it was agreed upon that discus-
sion of the subject will be taken up on the following day.

The discussion on the Jesus Youth in the background of its 
recognition by the Pontifical Council for Laity as a Private Inter-
national Association continued from the previous day. 27 Bish-
ops participated in the lively and fruitful discussion. Concluding 
the discussion, the Major Archbishop said that our church, being 
sui iuris, shall have a common strategy regarding such pastoral 
issues. He said that we have to own our people and each epar-
chy shall strive to insert the members of Jesus Youth in the main 
stream of the community. The Major Archbishop shall write in 
due time to the Congregation for the Oriental Churches informing 
our concerns and giving suggestions for amendment in the Stat-
utes of the Jesus Youth.  It was further suggested to hold, during 
this session of the Synod, a dialogue with the leaders of the Je-
sus Youth for better understanding and cooperation. A committee 
consisting of the following members was formed for the purpose: 
1) Bishop Raphael Thattil (Convener) 2) Archbishop Andrews 
Thazhath 3) Bishop Joseph Pandarassery 4) Bishop Joseph Kalla-
rangatt 5) Bishop Bosco Puthur 6) Bishop Jacob Angadiath and 
7) Bishop Jose Kalluvelil.

In a later sitting, Bishop Raphael Thattil briefed the Synod 
the result of the dialogue on the statutes of Jesus Youth between 
the leaders of Jesus Youth and Bishops delegated by the Syn-
od for the purpose. Bishop Thattil said that the leaders of Jesus 
Youth were ready to listen to what the Bishops had to say and 
expressed their willingness to work along with the hierarchy and 
to be loyal to the particular church to which they belong. They 
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said that they had presented to Rome elements pertaining to the 
Eastern Churches to be part of the Statutes, although they were 
not included in the final text. The Bishops informed them that in 
due time our hierarchy shall approach the Apostolic See with our 
proposals for the amendment of the Statutes, taking into consid-
eration the CCEO. The Jesus Youth leaders promised that any 
amendments by the Apostolic See in the Statutes based on the 
proposals of the Syro-Malabar Church will be acceptable to them. 
The Synod entrusted Bishop Raphael Thattil, Convener, Bishop 
Joseph Kallarangatt and Bishop Pauly Kannookadan to continue 
the dialogue with Jesus Youth leaders and to present in the next 
session of the Synod a document of understanding.

Palliative Care and Environmental Conservation: Bish-
op Mathew Arackal brought to the attention of the Synod on the 
need to give greater emphasis for palliative care and environmen-
tal consideration. He said that the ministry in these two areas is of 
great relevance to our society today and it is a very relevant venue 
for ecumenical and inter-religious cooperation. Several Bishops 
intervened in the discussion, sharing the initiatives of several or-
ganizations in their eparchies engaged in this ministry. Our youth 
organization can be made more active in these fields. Visiting sick 
and elderly people at their homes and giving them urgent medical 
and palliative care, promoting organic farming, producing ver-
miculture, reducing the use of plastic and thermocol can be done 
with financial help from MP and MLA funds, with the patronage 
of local administrative bodies and cooperation of volunteers from 
other religions. This is also a great opportunity for indirect evan-
gelization.  At the end of the discussion it was decided to request 
Bishop Mathew Arackal (Convener), Bishop Jose Pulickal and 
Bishop Remigiose Inchananiyil to prepare concrete action plan 
regarding the palliative care mobile services. It was further decid-
ed to request Bishop Thomas Chakiath (Convener), Bishop Jose 
Pulickal and Bishop Jose Porunnedom to prepare a handbook on 
environmental protection and civic culture for the education of 
the people, especially of the youth and children.
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Title ‘the Father of the Syro-Malabar Church’ on St. Cha-
vara: Archbishop Kuriakose Bharanikulangara presented before 
the Synod the study of the committee on the criteria for declaring 
a Saint ‘Father of the Church’ in the Syro-Malabar Church sui 
iuris and exploring the possibility of conferring the title ‘Father 
of the Syro-Malabar Church’ on Saint Kuriakose Elias Chavara of 
the Holy Family. After a brief discussion the Synod requested the 
Episcopal Members of the Committee to present their considered 
opinion on the matter in the following Session of the Synod.

Syro-Malabar Church Year Book- 2016: The Major Arch-
bishop presented a copy of the new edition of the Syro-Malabar 
Church Year Book- 2016 to the members of the Synod and ex-
pressed his gratitude to Fr Paul Robin Thekkath who worked for 
its revised edition.

Directory of the Eparchy of Chicago: The Major Archbish-
op introduced the directory of the Eparchy of Chicago and con-
gratulated the Bishops and the Eparchy on the recruitment of 11 
Seminarians from the USA.

Sharing by Bishop Raphael Thattil, the Apostolic Visita-
tor: Bishop Raphael Thattil presented a detailed report of the var-
ious activities of the Apostolic Visitation in India. He expressed 
his gratitude to all who helped and cooperated in the activities 
of the Apostolic Visitation which although, challenging and diffi-
cult, is very promising and fruitful for the faithful in the migrant 
communities. In spite of the negative attitude from different quar-
ters Bishop Thattil shared his happiness at the enthusiasm of our 
people as well as the hard work of several priests. He said that the 
mother Church has to be more mission oriented and show great-
er generosity towards Apostolic Visitation by adopting mission 
centres, financing Mission Stations and helping to train priestly 
candidates for the diaspora. The Synod requested the eparchies in 
Kerala to help the Apostolic Visitation for buying land and con-
structing churches in the migrant centres. The Synod requested 
the Major Archbishop to write again to the Holy See to expedite 
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its decision on establishing proper ecclesiastical structures for the 
Syro-Malabar community in Chennai.

Pastoral Care of the Syro-Malabar Knanaya Faithful 
outside the Proper Territory: Archbishop Mathew Moolakkatt 
OSB presented before the Synod concerns regarding the pasto-
ral care of the Syro-Malabar Knanaya Faithful outside the prop-
er territory and requested the Synod to express its support for 
constituting parishes and missions for the community wherever 
there is a sizeable number of faithful. There was a very fruitful 
discussion on the subject which clarified various aspects of the 
issue. Concluding the discussion the Major Archbishop said that 
the Knanaya Community is an integral part of the Syro-Malabar 
Church and the Church will take positive measures for the ade-
quate pastoral care of the Knanaya communities in the newly es-
tablished eparchies. The proposal of Archbishop Moolakkatt will 
be taken up by the Synod at an appropriate time.

Chairman and Bishop Member of the Board of Directors 
of LRC: The Synod elected Bishop Pauly Kannookadan, Chair-
man of the Board of Directors of LRC and Bishop Remigiose 
Inchananiyil, the Bishop Member, both for another term of three 
years.

Election of the Secretary of the Synod: Bishop Antony Ka-
riyil CMI was elected Secretary of the Synod for a term of five 
years.

Changes Made in the Composition of Certain Commis-
sions:  The Major Archbishop announced in the Synod certain 
changes he intended to make in the composition of certain Major 
Archiepiscopal Commissions:

a) Commission for Ecumenism: Bishop Joseph Kodakallil is 
appointed Member of the Commission for Ecumenism in 
the place of Bishop Mathew Vaniakizhakel VC

b) Commission for Institutes of Consecrated Life: Bishop 
Jose Porunnedom (Chairman) Bishop Jose Chittooparambil 
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CMI, Bishop Lawrence Mukkuzhy, (Members) are appoint-
ed for another term of five years.

c) Commission for Finance: Bishop Mathew Arackal (Chair-
man), Bishop Raphael Thattil and Bishop Antony Kariyil 
CMI are appointed as members of the Commission for Fi-
nance for a period of five years. Bishop Antony Kariyil is 
holding this office for the first term.

d) Committee for Public Affairs: Archbishop Andrews 
Thazhath (Convener), Archbishop Mathew Moolakkatt 
OSB,  Bishop Joseph Kallarangatt, Bishop Mathew Arackal, 
Bishop Remigiose Inchananiyil, Bishop Jose Porunnedom 
and Archbishop Joseph Powathil (Members), are appointed 
for another term of three years.

e) Committee for Canonical Questions: Archbishop Kuri-
akose Bharanikulangara, (Convener), Bishop Remigiose In-
chananiyil, Bishop Paul Alappatt (Members), are appointed 
for another term of three years.

f ) Commission for Family, Laity and Life: Following the 
spirit of Pope Francis, as suggested by the Major Archbish-
op, the Synod decided to rename the Commission for Fam-
ily and Laity as Commission for “Family, Laity and Life”. 
Bishop Jose Pulickal is appointed Member of this Commis-
sion in the place of Bishop Mathew Anikuzhikattil, with 
special responsibility of Kudumbakoottayma, Mathruvedi 
and Family Apostolate.

Discussion on the Reception of the Post-Synodal Apostolic 
Exhortation Amoris Laetitia: The Major Archbishop asked the 
Bishops to submit a report on the reception of the Post-Synod-
al Apostolic Exhortation Amoris Laetitia in the Eparchies as the 
Apostolic See has requested for such a report. The Synod had a 
long and fruitful discussion on the matter in which twenty three 
Bishops intervened. One Bishop said that it is too early to pre-
pare a report on the reception of the Apostolic Exhortation as its 
translation has come out only recently. The appropriate time for 
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such a report would be the occasion of the first anniversary of 
the exhortation. Some Bishops reminded that the already existing 
pastoral initiatives in our church have to be incorporated in the 
report. Another suggestion was that the Synod shall form a com-
mittee to prepare an action plan for the parishes and institutions 
for the diffusion and implementation of the important points of 
the Exhortation. 

There was a suggestion to organize region wise conferences 
to popularize the content of the Apostolic Exhortation. The main 
themes of the Exhortation are to be incorporated into the syllabus 
of the pre-marriage course.  Another suggestion was to popularize 
it through discussion in the family units. The children and youth 
could be introduced to the main topics of the Apostolic Exhor-
tation through essay competitions and quiz programmes. Study 
classes on the document are to be given to priests, religious and 
seminarians. Another suggestion was to bring out a shorter ver-
sion of the document so that it can be easily accessible to people. 
Modern social media could be made use of to popularize the rel-
evant points of the Apostolic Exhortation.  

 Priests are to be updated about their pastoral responsibilities 
in view of a better Family Apostolate. Priests are to be advised to 
accompany the families especially those who are going through 
difficult situations. The priests, through family visits, can bring 
back to the mainstream the families who are estranged from the 
Church. Family Apostolate is to be strengthened and Home Mis-
sion Programme is to be intensified and revived especially through 
the cooperation of the Women Religious. During the family visit 
pastors should take initiative to interact with each member of the 
family individually, besides the encounter with the whole family.

As a practical step toward implementation of the Exhortation 
there was a suggestion to the pastors to take initiative to rectify 
those marriages which are at present illicit or irregular. 

There was a suggestion to organize classes for the newly 
wedded couples, to those who have completed five years and ten 
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years of married life. Retreat and study classes are to be given on 
parenting. The pre-marriage counseling (namaskaram kelkal) is 
to be made more effective and fruitful, when needed with the help 
of exemplary married couples. Pro-life campaign of the Church 
is to be intensified and the pastors are to come forward to honour 
and help those parents who have more children. 

Our Church has to be more aware of the situations of widows 
and those people who are unable to marry because they could not 
find suitable partners. It is advisable that Bishops write a pastoral 
letter on the Apostolic Exhortation and its practical relevance to 
the family. The Major Archbishop could organize a seminar at the 
Major Archiepiscopal level on the occasion of the anniversary 
of the exhortation to evaluate the reception of the document and 
implementation of its teachings. 

Towards the conclusion of the discussion the Synod decided 
to entrust the formulation of the action plan to a committee con-
sisting of Bishop Mathew Arackal (Convener), Bishop Mathew 
Anikuzhikattil, Bishop Remigiose Inchananiyil, Bishop Joseph 
Kallarangatt and Bishop Jose Puthenveettil, co-opting experts if 
needed and submit it in the following session of the Synod.

Guidelines for the Revision of the mutuae relationes:  The 
Major Archbishop reminded the Bishops of a circular sent to them 
requesting suggestions for the revision of the directives for the 
mutual relations between Bishops and Religious in the church. 
The Synod, after some discussion, entrusted Bishop George Ma-
dathikandathil (Convener), Bishop Paul Alappatt and Bishop Se-
bastian Vadakel MST to compile suggestions of the Bishops for 
the revision of the mutuae relationes and present them to the Ma-
jor Archbishop.

Reception to Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas, S.F.X.: On 
Thursday, 25 August 2016, the Secretary of the Synod welcomed 
Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas S.F.X, the first resident Bishop 
Secretary General of CBCI. The Major Archbishop informed the 
Synod that the new Secretary General of the CBCI is a competent 
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man who is appointed to help all the three sui iuris Churches in 
order to strengthen the Church in India and assured him in the 
execution of his office the full cooperation and support of the 
Syro-Malabar Church. The Major Archbishop honoured Bish-
op Theodore Mascarenhas with a shawl. During the discussion 
several Bishops expressed their appreciation of the warm person-
ality of Bishop Theodore and augured him every success in his 
important but challenging task. In his response Bishop Theodore 
informed the Synod that he is a supra-ritual man and will remain 
so in his office of the Secretary General of CBCI. He said that 
Syro-Malabar Church is also his church. The Church in India has 
to show its unity in diversity. He said that he is aware of the dif-
ficulties and challenges lying ahead and requested the support of 
all the Bishops.

Reception to Rev. Fr. Oscar Turion L.C., Rector, Mater 
Ecclesiae:  The Major Archbishop informed the Synod that Rev. 
Fr. Oscar Turion L.C., Rector of Mater Ecclesiae, Rome, who 
was expected to have interaction with the Synod on 1 September, 
will not come due to visa problems.

Report on the Seminary Visitations: The Secretary of the 
Synod welcomed Fr. Mathew Illathuparampil, Rector of Man-
galapuzha Seminary and Msgr Antony Nariculam. After a brief 
introduction by Bishop George Madathikandathil, Fr Mathew 
Illathuparampil presented before the Synod “Concrete Sugges-
tions made on the basis of the Visitation Reports” of seventeen 
Major Seminaries. He said that a committee consisting of seven 
members, after several sittings, consolidated twenty-five concrete 
suggestions for immediate implementation. After the reading out 
of the suggestions, there followed a long and fruitful discussion 
on the ways and means for implementing the findings. At the end 
of the discussion the Major Archbishop suggested the following 
action plan. 1) The Major Archbishop shall convene a meeting of 
the Rectors, Vice-Rectors, Presidents and Prefects of Studies of 
the Major Seminaries to share with them the results of the visi-
tation. 2) The Major Archbishop shall dialogue with the Rector 
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and other officials and Staff of each Seminary on pertinent points 
from the reports that concern their Seminary. 3) On grave and 
delicate points, the Major Archbishop shall demand competent 
authorities to take appropriate measures on the matter. The Synod 
endorsed the suggestions and requested the Major Archbishop to 
go ahead with the matter. The Synod also entrusted Bishop Sebas-
tian Adayanthrath to formulate a method for evaluating formators 
and professors in the Major Seminaries and present it in the fol-
lowing Session of the Synod. 

Report of the Synodal Major Seminaries:  The Secretary of 
the Synod welcomed Fr. Mathew Illathuparampil (Rector Man-
galapuzha), Fr Emmanuel Attel (Rector Kunnoth), Fr Joseph Ot-
tapurackal (Rector, Satna) and Fr Joy Ainiyadan (Rector, Vadav-
athoor).

1. St Joseph Pontifical Seminary, Mangalapuzha: Fr 
Mathew Illathuparampil, the Rector presented the report of the 
Seminary for the academic year 2015-16. The report appreciated 
the leadership given to the Seminary by the Synodal Commission 
for the Seminary.  During the academic year the Seminary had 
246 students (112 for Philosophy, 134 for Theology) hailing from 
26 eparchies and 6 religious congregations. And the Seminary is 
served by 19 Resident Staff and 40 Visiting Professors. 

Following the widely accepted four pillars of formation, 
namely, Spiritual, Intellectual, Human and Pastoral, the Seminary 
was able to give adequate formation for the future priests of our 
Church. And the Seminary gives sufficient opportunities to the 
students to develop their intellectual and pastoral aptitudes. The 
Seminary is going through financial deficit in the last academ-
ic year. It is worth mentioning that Laymen’s Retreat Associa-
tion which celebrated its centenary installed for the benefit of the 
Seminary a Solar Power Plant with a capacity of 30 Kilowatts. 
The report mentioned about the developments regarding the di-
vision of the property of the Seminary at Thuthiyoor, now jointly 
owned by Mangalapuzha and Carmelgiri Seminaries.



62

2. Good Shepherd Major Seminary, Kunnoth: Fr Emma-
nuel Attel, the Rector, presented the report of the Seminary which 
proudly mentioned that in the last fifteen years of its function-
ing, the Seminary has given to the Church 146 priests. The to-
tal strength of the Students is 155 including a few religious day 
scholars, hailing from 20 eparchies and 8 religious congregations. 
The formation stresses on the spiritual, intellectual, human, mis-
sionary and pastoral dimensions. One of the remarkable features 
of the liturgical life of the seminary is that everyday all the Staff 
members join the concelebration. The Seminary is trying to raise 
funds from the parishes to overcome the deficit. Seminary needs 
to complete the construction of the building for the library which 
still needs Rs. 1.5 corers. Besides, there is the dire need of a per-
manent auditorium. The Rector expressed his gratitude to the 
Seminary Commission and the Synod of Bishops for the paternal 
solicitude of the Bishops towards the Seminary. 

3. St Ephrem’s Theological College, Satna: Fr Joseph Ot-
tapurackal, the Rector presented the report of the St. Ephrem’s 
Theological College. He expressed his gratitude to the former 
Rector, Fr Thomas Kochuthara who did a yeomen service to the 
Seminary. Besides the spiritual and intellectual formation, the 
Seminary stresses pastoral and missionary dimensions. A special 
feature of the Seminary is that the whole Seminary Community 
celebrates together with the local community the Holy Week and 
the Easter. The Statutes and the Trust Deed of St Ephrem’s Theo-
logical College were approved by the Synod in 2016. Accordingly 
Synodal Commission was constituted with Bishop Joseph Kod-
akallil (Chairman), Bishop Sebastian Vadakel MST and Bishop 
Raphael Thattil (Members). In the Silver Jubilee of the Seminary 
the report proudly mentions that so far 279 priests were formed in 
the Seminary. The report expressed gratitude to Bishop Mathew 
Vaniakizhakel VC through whose initiative Seminary benefited 
from financial contributions. 

4. St Thomas Apostolic Seminary, Vadavathoor: Fr Joy 
Ainiyadan, the Rector, presented the report of the St. Thomas Ap-
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ostolic Seminary. The report says that the Seminary Community 
structured in the pattern of the ideal community of Jesus and his 
disciples which is modeled on the perfect community in the Holy 
Trinity, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. The Seminary has 
20 Resident Staff and 267 Students, hailing from 23 Eparchies 
and 10 religious congregations. The Seminary tries to impart inte-
gral formation to its Students, visualized by the Charter for priest-
ly Formation in the Syro-Malabar Church. The report proudly 
mentions of the numerous publications of books and articles by 
the Teaching Staff. 

General Discussion on Seminary Formation: There was 
suggestion that it would be more convenient and useful if all the 
seminaries adopt the same format for reporting, making use of the 
different dimensions of priestly formation and special features of 
each seminary.  After necessary clarifications on the report of the 
four seminaries, in the general discussion the Major Archbishop 
said that Satna Seminary is the only Synodal Mission Seminary 
of our Church. Hence all our Mission Eparchies should own it, 
send their students to it and assist it with financial help.  As ad-
vocated by Amoris Laetitia, it would be advisable that the semi-
naries strive for a family oriented formation.  There need to have 
constant dialogue between staff and students in order to bridge 
the age gap and possible misunderstandings.  The seminary for-
mation has to take into consideration the global and missionary 
dimension of our Church.  At the same time, allotting sufficient 
time for study and reflection, the intellectual formation should 
be fostered. There was some observation on improving the emo-
tional maturity of our students so that they can interact with all 
section of people, especially women.  

There was some reflection on the question of continuing with 
the degree courses before the Philosophy studies.  Some bishops 
thought that it is financially difficult for some eparchies to send 
their students for graduation.  Others said that it was after a long 
time of reflection and discernment that we decided to send our 
students for graduation and now it will be not advisable to reverse 
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that decision. At the end of the discussion, the general opinion 
was to continue with the present arrangement. 

There was a suggestion that it would be helpful to make use 
of graphic designs to present the variation in the number of stu-
dents when preparing the report of the seminaries.  Another sug-
gestion was that seminaries in the proper territory of our Church 
could send their seminarians to Satna Seminary for classes on 
Missiology and Mission exposure.  As far as possible, all the sem-
inaries are advised to take a uniform pattern for holidays.  So also 
some sort of common understanding is to be envisaged regarding 
the mode of exams and marks in the seminaries.  Evaluation of 
the students needs to be more precise, clarifying the positive and 
negative elements of the students and it should reach the respec-
tive bishops at least by January. There was also a suggestion that 
the staff and students should come together more often for meals 
and prayer.  The seminary commissions need to take more time 
for the visit and evaluation of the seminaries.  The study of Scrip-
ture should be so oriented as to enable the students to pray the 
Bible.  The human formation has to enable the students to grow in 
affective maturity, humility, charity and obedience. Young priests 
need to be made aware of being more helpful, polite and loving.  
Married lay people could be invited to take classes on marriage 
and family life. The seminarians are to be made aware of the doc-
ument issued by CBCI and KCBC on gender equality.  

The Synod decided to request the seminaries to constitute 
Formation Consultation Council, incorporating lay people and 
religious men and women.  

After a long discussion, the Synod decided to request the 
seminary commissions to present before the Synod their annu-
al report of their respective seminaries and entrusted Archbishop 
Joseph Perumthottam to prepare a common format for the com-
mission’s report. 

The Major Archbishop expressed deep gratitude of the Synod 
to the Rectors and Staff of the four Seminaries for their selfless 
service towards the formation of our future priests.  
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Land for the Syro-Malankara Church for Cemetery at 
Mangalapuzha: As requested by the eparchy of Muvattupuzha 
of the Syro-Malankara Church, and recommended by the Rector 
of the seminary and seminary commission, the Synod gave its 
consent to sell five cents of land from the property of Mangalapu-
zha Seminary campus for the use of the already existing cemetery.  

Programme and Instrumentum Laboris of the Major Ar-
chiepiscopal Assembly: Bishop Pauly Kannookadan and Fr Sha-
ji Abraham Kochupurayil MCBS presented before the Synod de-
tailed schedule of the programme of the Assembly. After some 
discussion the Synod approved it. Thereafter, the draft of the In-
strumentum laboris of the Major Archiepiscopal Assembly was 
presented. The Synod, with a few modifications, approved the 
text of the Instrumentum laboris, of which English, Malayalam 
and Hindi versions will be made available at the Assembly. The 
Major Archbishop expressed the appreciation of the Synod for the 
meticulous preparation for the Assembly under the leadership of 
the committee. 

Congratulations to the Organizers of the Major Archi-
episcopal Assembly: The Major Archbishop echoed the great 
appreciation of the Bishops regarding the excellent conduct of 
the fourth Major Archiepiscopal Assembly at Sahurdaya College 
of Engineering and Technology, Kodakara in the Eparchy of Ir-
injalakuda. The Major Archbishop congratulated the Episcopal 
Committee for the Major Archiepiscopal Assembly, especially its 
convener Bishop Pauly Kannookadan and its Secretary Fr Shaji 
Abraham Kochupurayil MCBS for the flawless organization. The 
Major Archbishop further expressed his gratitude to the Eparchy 
of Irinjalakuda, the Sahrudaya College, priests from the Major 
Archiepiscopal Curia and all those who have, in one way or other, 
contributed to the success of the event. The Major Archbishop 
thanked the Eparchy of Irinjalakuda for generously financing the 
expenses of the Major Archiepiscopal Assembly.

Evaluation of the Proposals of the Major Archiepisco-
pal Assembly: The Secretary of the Synod welcomed Fr Tony 
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Neelankavil, Fr Francis Eluvathingal and Fr Martin Kallungal, 
(members of the drafting committee of the Major Archiepiscopal 
Assembly), Fr Shaji Abraham Kochupurayil MCBS, (Secretary 
of the Assembly) and Fr Joby Maprakavil MST (Program coor-
dinator). After an introduction by Bishop Pauly Kannookadan, 
Convener of the Committee, Fr Tony Neelankavil, Fr Francis 
Eluvathingal and Fr Martin Kallungal presented the proposals 
of the Major Archiepiscopal Assembly based on the three ma-
jor themes: Simplicity in Life, Witness in Family and Mission of 
the Migrants. In the discussion that followed, the Synod decided 
to request the Committee of the Major Archiepiscopal Assembly 
with the help of Fr Tony Neelankavil, Fr Francis Eluvathingal, Fr 
Martin Kallungal, Fr Shaji Abraham Kochupurayil MCBS, and Fr 
Joby Maprakavil MST to short list between fifteen to twenty most 
important proposals according to priority and present them to the 
Synod on the coming Friday. In the light of the discussion which 
would take place on Friday a circular will be prepared by the Ma-
jor Archbishop. In the name of the Synod the Major Archbishop 
expressed gratitude to the Drafting Committee and the Secretary 
and Program Coordinator of the Major Archiepiscopal Assembly 
for their cooperation in the success of the Assembly.

In continuation of the discussion of the previous day, Fr Tony 
Neelankavil, Fr Martin Kallungal and Fr Francis Eluvathingal, 
members of the Drafting Committee of the Major Archiepiscopal 
Assembly, presented shortlisted suggestions regarding the three 
themes of the Assembly, Simplicity in Life, Witness in Family 
and Mission of the Migrants and a few general suggestions.  In 
the discussion that followed, it was decided to authorize the Com-
mittee for Major Archiepiscopal Assembly to publish on-line, 
with a note of approval of the Major Archbishop, the suggestions 
of the Assembly, presented in the Synod. The Synod also decided 
to request the Major Archbishop to issue an exhortation on the 
proposals of the Major Archiepiscopal Assembly.

Statement of Accounts of Major Archiepiscopal Assem-
bly: The Secretary of the Synod welcomed Fr. Antu Alappadan, 
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Director, Sahrudaya College of Engineering & Technology,  
Fr. Joby Pozholiparampil, Proto-Syncellus, Fr. Varghese Arikkatt, 
Finance Officer, and Fr. Clement Chirayath, the Chancellor, Epar-
chy of Irinjalakuda. Fr. Antu Alappadan presented the Statement 
of the Receipts and Payments of the Assembly.  The total expense 
of the Assembly is Rs. 29,09,763.00  This amount was collected 
through donations from Banks, Churches, Religious Congrega-
tions and individual persons.  An amount of Rs. 6,75,000.00 was 
made available to the Major Archiepiscopal Curia for meeting the 
expenses for the preparations of the Assembly and  an amount of 
Rs. 1,75,000.00 will be set apart for meeting further expenses for 
printing the Acts of the Assembly, Execution of the resolutions 
of the Assembly, etc. Fr. Joby Maparakavil MST made a power 
point presentation of the evaluation of the Assembly by the par-
ticipants.  In general all appreciated the organization, food and 
accommodation, hospitality, time management, in-put sessions 
and group discussions.  

The Major Archbishop thanked Bishop Pauly Kannookadan 
and the entire team of the Eparchy of Irinjalakuda for the excel-
lent organization of the Assembly, especially for having met the 
whole expense of the Major Archiepiscopal Assembly.

Amendments to the Statutes of the Assembly: The Major 
Archbishop informed the Synod that the present Statutes of the 
Major Archiepiscopal Assembly permits nomination of only lim-
ited number of people.  As many who would be able to make 
significant contribution to the Assembly could not be nominated 
as per the provisions of the present Statutes, it was decided to 
request the committee for Canonical Questions to suggest amend-
ments of the Statutes of the Major Archiepiscopal Assembly and 
present it in the August 2017 session of the Synod.

Facilities for Youth and Cancer Patients in Trivandrum: 
Archbishop Joseph Perumthottam informed the Synod that the 
Archeparchy of Changanacherry has started St John Paul II Youth 
Centre at Kazhakoottam, Trivandrum, near the Techno Park, for 
the benefit of young people coming there for job and studies. He 
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further informed the Synod about the Lourde Matha Care Home in 
Trivandrum, where cancer patients can have free lodging. At this 
point information was given that Vincentian Congregation and 
Sisters of the Destitute conduct similar facilities in Trivandrum. 

Yoga: As yoga became popular there has been increasing 
differences of opinion on the Christian understanding of yoga. 
Hence the Synod decided to entrust Commission for Doctrine to 
study the Christian understanding of yoga, taking into considera-
tion similar study by KCBC, and present it in the following Ses-
sion of the Synod. 

Ecumenical Directory: The Secretary of the Synod wel-
comed Fr Cherian (Joby) Karukaparampil, Secretary of the Com-
mission for Ecumenism. After initial remarks by Archbishop 
Joseph Perumthottam, Chairman of the Commission, Fr Joby 
presented draft of Call to be United: Ecumenical Directory of the 
Syro-Malabar Major Archiepiscopal Church. During the discus-
sion Bishops suggested a few improvements of the text. Finally, 
the members of the Synod were requested to forward their obser-
vations and corrections when they receive soft copy of the draft. 
The Synod requested the commission to study with the help of 
experts, “points to be clarified” proposed by the commission and 
present it in the January Session of the Synod. 

Liturgical Matters:

a. Draft text of the Betrothal: Fr Francis Pittappillil read 
out the draft text of the Betrothal. It was followed by a detailed 
discussion in which several Bishops intervened making relevant 
corrections and suggestions for the improvement of the text. To-
wards the end, the Synod requested the Commission for Liturgy 
to study the matter thoroughly in the Special Committee, with the 
help of the language experts and to present the revised draft in the 
following Session of the Synod.

b. Revision of the Holy Qurbana: Fr Pauly Maniyattu 
read out the proposals for the revision of the Qurbana, agreed 
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by the Special Committee for Liturgy from those received from 
the Eparchies. Each of the Bishops from the Special Commit-
tee made brief comments on the proposals and said that there 
was consensus in the Committee regarding the above proposals. 
Several Bishops intervened in the discussion to clarify different 
points of the proposals. Due to lack of time further discussion on 
the matter was deferred.  In a later sitting, it was decided, after 
a brief discussion, to request the Special Committee of Bishops 
for Liturgy to prepare a draft text of the Qurbana based on unani-
mous suggestions and observations by the Committee of Bishops 
and present it in August 2017 Session of the Synod.

c. Washing of feet in the Liturgy of Maundy Thursday:  In 
an earlier discussion the Major Archbishop had sought the mind 
of the Synod regarding washing the feet on Maundy Thursday in 
the light of the document In Missa In Cena Domini. As there are 
theological and cultural issues in this ceremony, due to lack of 
time, the discussion was deferred. In a later sitting, during the dis-
cussion on liturgical matters, Fr Francis Pittappillil, Asst Secre-
tary of the Commission for Liturgy, presented a study on the bib-
lical and liturgical tradition of the washing of the feet. In a lively 
discussion that followed about twenty five Bishops participated. 
After considering various dimensions of the issue the Synod de-
ferred the matter to the January 2017 Session.  The Commission 
for Liturgy was asked to present it in the following Session of the 
Synod with more details.

d. The Homiletic Directory: In the light of the Homiletic Di-
rectory issued by the Congregation for Divine Worship and Dis-
cipline of Sacraments in 2015, as proposed by the Major Arch-
bishop, Fr Francis Pittappillil, presented the general schema of 
the draft of the Suvisesha praghoshana margarekha (Homiletic 
Directory) of the Syro-Malabar Church prepared by the Com-
mission for Liturgy. After a brief discussion the Synod gave its 
approval to go ahead with the project of the Homiletic Directo-
ry and to request the Commission to make available the revised 
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draft to the Bishops before the next Session of the Synod.  In 
a later sitting, Bishop Thomas Elavanal, Chairman, Commission 
for Liturgy informed the Synod that soft copy of the Suvisesha 
praghoshana margarekha (Homiletic Directory) of the Syro-Ma-
labar Church prepared by the Commission for Liturgy will be 
made available to all the Bishops and hard copy to those who 
need it. It was decided that the Bishops shall forward the sugges-
tions regarding Suvisesha praghoshana margarekha (Homiletic 
Directory) of the Syro-Malabar Church by 15 November 2016 
to the Chairman, Commission for Liturgy so that they could be 
presented in the January Session of the Synod. Bishop Thomas 
Elavanal, presented a copy of the English version of the Liturgy 
of Hours to all the Bishops. 

e. Lectionary: Bishop Thomas Elavanal MCBS, the Chair-
man of the Commission for Liturgy sought the permission of the 
synod to reprint Lectionaries in Malayalam as they are out of 
print. After a brief discussion the Synod gave its consent for re-
printing the Lectionaries. 

f. Abridged version of the Anaphora of Mar Nestorius: 
Bishop Thomas Elavanal, Chairman, Commission for Liturgy, 
introduced to the Synod two drafts of the abridged form of the 
Anaphora of Mar Nestorius. After some discussion the Synod 
decided that Bishops shall forward their suggestions on the two 
drafts of the abridged form of the Anaphora of Mar Nestorius at 
least before 15 November 2016, to the Chairman of the Commis-
sion for Liturgy, so that the Special Committee of Bishops can 
study and present it in the January Session of the Synod.

g. Dress Code for the Permanent Deacon: Bishop Sebas-
tian Vadakel MST, sought the mind of the Synod about the pos-
sible dress code of the Permanent Deacons in our Church. In the 
discussion that followed it was suggested that this subject needs 
further study. Hence it was decided to request the Commission for 
Liturgy to study about the possible dress code for the Permanent 
Deacons, to be presented in the following Synod. 
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Reports of Commissions, Committees and Departments:

1. Report of the Commission for Liturgy: The Secretary 
of the Synod welcomed Fr. Pauly Maniyattu, the Secretary and 
Fr Francis Pittappillil, Assistant Secretary of the Commission 
for Liturgy. After a brief introduction by Bishop Thomas Elava-
nal MCBS, Chairman of the Commission, Fr Pauly Maniyattu 
presented the report which highlighted the main activities of the 
Commission for the year 2015-16. 

2. Report of the Commission for Catechesis:  The Secre-
tary of the synod welcomed Fr. Jimmy Poochakkatt, the Secre-
tary of the Commission.  Fr. Poochakkatt read out the report of 
the Commission of the year 2015-16. Bishop Jacob Manathodath 
expressed the gratitude of the Commission to Fr George Dana-
velil, its Secretary for the past five years. During the discussion 
that followed it was observed that the doctrinal content of the 
catechism text is excellent. However, it needs to be experiential 
and action oriented. There was also suggestion to make use of the 
Channels of Shalom and Goodness TV to popularize the content 
of the Catechism text. The Major Archbishop expressed thanks to 
the Commission and its Secretary.

3. Report of the Commission for Evangelization and 
Pastoral Care of the Migrants: The Secretary of the Synod 
welcomed Fr. Shaji Kochupurayil MCBS, the Secretary of the 
Commission who presented the report of the Commission.  The 
commission expressed its joy that it could render some service 
in facilitating the establishment of the Eparchy of Great Britain 
and the appointment of the Apostolic Visitator in Europe. Dur-
ing the discussion it was mentioned that the pastoral care of the 
Syro-Malabar faithful in the Gulf Countries has to be sorted out 
with urgency. It was remarked that in some of the Gulf Countries 
the expression “Malayalam Qurbana” is being used instead of 
Syro-Malabar Qurbana and this has to be brought to the attention 
of the concerned authorities by the Commission. It was observed 
that the Commission has to provide priests for pastoral care in 
African countries like Nigeria, Tanzania, Ghana etc.
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In the report it was mentioned that the Commission had con-
ducted National Mission Consultations on “Syro-Malabar Church 
and Mission ad gentes today: The Prospects and Challenges”, at 
Vadavathoor, Thalassery and Kakkanad. Archbishop Kuriakose 
Bharanikulangara informed the Synod about the Mission Seminar 
scheduled for Oct 16-18, 2016 in Punjab and he invited all the 
Bishops to take part in it. The Major Archbishop expressed to the 
Commission the gratitude of the Synod.

4. Report of the Commission for Institutes of Consecrated 
Life and Societies of Apostolic Life:  The Secretary of the Syn-
od welcomed Sr. Vimal Jose CMC, Secretary of the Commission 
who presented the report, which, among other things, expressed 
the gratitude of the Major Superiors to the Major Archbishop and 
other Bishops for their paternal care and concern and encourage-
ment, prayers and blessings. However the report mentioned that 
there exists a gap between the Hierarchy and the Religious. Hence 
the report requested the Synod to take up for consideration the 
views expressed by SMRC. During the discussion that followed 
the Synod requested Bishop Jose Porunnedom, Chairman of the 
Commission, to interact with the representatives of the Major Su-
periors and understand their concerns and to present their sugges-
tions in the next session of the Synod. The Synod shall discuss it 
and decide on the course of action for its execution. The Major 
Archbishop and Bishop Jose Porunnedom expressed the gratitude 
of the Synod to Sr Vimal Jose  CMC who served the Commission 
for the past five years.  

5. Report of the Commission for Clergy: The Secretary of 
the Synod welcomed Fr Jimmychan Karthanam, the Secretary of 
the Commission for Clergy and invited him to present the report, 
in which he highlighted the activities of the Commission such as 
Seminar on Amoris Laetitia, Consultation on on-going formation 
for the clergy, Deacons’ get together and Golden and Silver Jubi-
larians’ get together. The report also put forward thirteen points 
on the on-going formation for the clergy for the consideration 
of the Synod. During the discussion it was mentioned that the 
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service of Fr Tom Pannalakunnel MSFS at Desham, could be 
made use of for empowering our clergy, especially those who are 
in crisis. There was also a suggestion to form a team of experts 
consisting of priests and nuns for pastoral on-going formation of 
the clergy. Concrete action plan on the on-going formation of the 
clergy has to be evaluated in the following Session of the Synod. 
The Major Archbishop expressed gratitude to the commission for 
clergy and its Secretary.

6. Report of the Commission for Doctrine:  The Secretary 
of the Synod welcomed Fr. Joseph Pamplany, the Secretary of 
the Commission and Fr. Francis Pittappillil, the Asst Secretary.  
Fr. Pamplany presented the report of the Commission in power 
point in which he highlighted the main activities and meetings 
conducted by the Commission during the year 2015-16. The two 
important concerns of this Commission were Spiritual Renewal 
Ministry (SRM) and Sannaradhana in Ramanathapuram. 

a) Spiritual Renewal Ministry (SRM), Bengaluru: During 
the discussion that followed four possible errors in the move-
ment were mentioned. 1) Extreme fundamentalism, 2) Unauthor-
ized exorcism by the laity, 3) Erroneous Marian teaching and 4) 
Teaching on ancestral curse. Emeth is the official magazine of the 
SRM which is being circulated even among the Bishops. At the 
end of the discussion the Synod entrusted Bishop Joseph Kalla-
rangatt, the Chairman of the Commission for Doctrine, to write 
a confidential letter to the Syro-Malabar Bishops indicating the 
danger of the movement and bring the issue to the attention of the 
CBCI Standing Committee.   

b) Sannaradhana: With regard to the Sannaradhana of Dr. 
Leena, Ramanathapuram, following deviations were reported. 1) 
God has a daughter together with the Son Jesus, 2) Son of God 
will be born again through the daughter of God, 3) As Dr. Leena 
is the daughter of God she should be worshiped, 4) As Dr. Leena 
is the daughter of God she is sinless beyond any need of confes-
sion and therefore absolves the sins of the members of the group, 
5) Salvation is restricted exclusively to those who worship the 
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daughter of God, 6) The group advocates millennialism 7) Two 
priests exercise priestly ministry without adherence to ecclesias-
tical authorities. At the end of the discussion it was decided to 
entrust the Doctrinal Commission, along with its secretary and 
Bishop Paul Alappatt, to present a study on Sannaradhana, move-
ment led by Dr Leena, after having consulted Archbishop Joseph 
Perumthottam, in the next Session of the Synod.

7. Report of the Commission for Ecumenism: The Sec-
retary of the Commission for Ecumenism presented briefly the 
report of the Commission for the Year 2015-2016. The Major 
Archbishop thanked Archbishop Joseph Perumthottam and other 
members of the commission and its secretary for their activities 
for Ecumenism.

8. Report of the Commission for Youth:  The Secretary 
of the Synod welcomed Fr. Sebastian Kaippanplackal, the Sec-
retary of the Commission for Youth who read out the report of 
the commission. The report appealed to the Bishops to take ini-
tiative to promote SMYM. The Synod requested Bishop Joseph 
Pandarasseril to write a circular to the Bishops to this effect. Fr 
Sebastian Kaippanplackal expressed the gratitude of the youth of 
our Church for the special recognition given to them in the Ma-
jor Archiepiscopal Assembly. The Secretary of the Commission 
presented to the Bishops the new logo and the flag of the SMYM. 
The Major Archbishop thanked the Commission and its secretary 
for the good work they have done for our youth. 

9. Report of the Commission for Family, Laity and Life:  
The Secretary of the Synod welcomed Adv. Jose Vithayathil, the 
Secretary, who presented its report by giving a brief history and 
activities of the Commission. In the report there was a sugges-
tion to start a tri-monthly E-magazine by the Commission. The 
report placed on record the committed service of the former Sec-
retary Mr. M. M. Jacob Mundackal. Bishop Mathew Arackal, the 
Chairman of the Commission, spoke about the need to bring the 
dalits to the mainstream of the society. During the discussion that 
followed, the following suggestions were made. 1) Different fo-
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rums of the Commission shall work in perfect understanding with 
other Commissions. For example, the media forum shall function 
in close collaboration with the PRO of our Church. 2) We shall 
make sincere efforts to make use of the resources of the retired 
people of our community. 3) A Convention of the dalits could 
be organized in this Year of Mercy. Accordingly Synod decid-
ed to hold the Convention of dalits during an afternoon sitting 
in the January Session of the Synod 2017, at Mount St Thomas.  
4) Commission shall find its own source of finance. The Major 
Archbishop clarified that the expression ‘Synod’ shall be used 
only for the Synod of Bishops of our church and ‘Assembly’ for 
Major Archiepiscopal/Eparchial Assembly. At the suggestion of 
the Major Archbishop the Synod requested the Commission for 
Family, Laity and Life to prepare plan of action for pro-life and 
present it in the following Session of the Synod. The Synod re-
quested the Commission to present a detailed write up of the pro-
posed E-magazine with its purpose and modalities and present 
it in the following Session of the Synod. The Major Archbishop 
congratulated Bishop Mathew Arackal and Adv. Jose Vithayathil 
for their committed service for the Commission. 

a) Report of the Mathruvedi: The Secretary of the Synod 
welcomed Mrs. Giji Jacob Puliyamkunnel, the Secretary 
of Mathruvedi. The report placed on record its gratitude to 
the Synod for the approval of the bye-laws. The report also 
presented 10 point plan of action, the most important being 
Eliswa visit.  Bishop Mathew Anikuzhikattil, Bishop Legate 
of the Mathruvedi  explained that the Eliswa visit is very 
relevant in the contemporary society as it is to empower the 
expectant mothers through visits and counseling. The Syn-
od requested Bishop Jose Pulickal to write, in consultation 
with the Chairman of the Commission, a letter to the Bish-
ops about popularizing Eliswa visit. The Major Archbishop 
advised the Bishops of the Mission Eparchies to take initi-
atives to establish Mathruvedi in the respective eparchies. 
The Major Archbishop thanked Bishop Mathew Aniku-
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zhikattil, Bishop Legate and Mrs. Giji Puliyamkunnel, the 
Secretary for their service for the Commission. 

b) Report of Kudumbakoottayma (Family Units): The Sec-
retary of the Synod welcomed Fr Lawrence Thaikkattil, 
General Convener, who presented the report. Thereafter, the 
following suggestions emerged. 1)  The Family Units in all 
the eparchies function according to the Statutes approved 
by the Synod. 2) Starting of a E-News letter. 3)  Training 
programmes in three zones. 4) On the occasion of the Fam-
ily Day, a circular letter by the Major Archbishop, on the 
relevance of Family units will be most welcome. 5) Family 
Units are very fertile grounds for promoting vocations. 6) 
Campaign against drug addiction through Family Units. 7) 
Help through Family Units to boys who cannot find suitable 
brides. The Major Archbishop thanked Bishop Mathew Ani-
kuzhikattil, the Bishop Legate and Fr Lawrence Thaikkattil, 
General Convener, for their hard work. 

c) Report of Family Apostolate: The Secretary of the Syn-
od welcomed Fr Joseph Kollakombil, the Secretary. During 
the discussion that followed Bishop Mathew Anikuzhikat-
til appreciated cooperation from the eparchies and request-
ed to send more people for the programmes and meetings. 
He added that the introduction of Couples Ministry in the 
parishes would be an effective means to empower families. 
Bishop Pauly Kannookadan thanked the Family Apostolate 
for the survey it had conducted among our families in prepa-
ration for the Major Archiepiscopal Assembly.

d) Report of Catholic Congress:  The Secretary of the synod 
welcomed Adv. Biju Parayannilam, Secretary of Catholic 
Congress who read out its report of the year 2015-16. In 
the report it was suggested that the Synod recognize ac-
tivities of Catholic Congress as Mission work and that ef-
forts shall be taken to spread the Catholic Congress to all 
the Eparchies especially in the Missions. The draft of the 
Statutes of Catholic Congress was submitted. After some 
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discussion the Synod gave its final approval to the Statutes 
and suggested that the political and social climate of other 
States should be taken into account while implementing its 
provisions. The Major Archbishop advised the members of 
the Catholic Congress that they shall study the history of the 
Church especially from its spiritual dimension and that they 
should foster mutual respect and a culture of dialogue in 
their meetings. During the discussion there was a suggestion 
to have a padayathra for the Catholic Congress members 
through the seven and a half Churches. The Major Archbish-
op thanked Bishop Remigiose Inchananiyil, Bishop-legate 
and Adv. Biju Parayannilam for their dedicated service for 
the Commission.

At this moment the Major Archbishop expressed the deep 
gratitude of the Synod to Bishop Mathew Anikuzhikattil for his 
strenuous efforts to advance the different activities of the Com-
mission for Family, Laity and Life, especially Catholic Congress, 
Mathruvedi, Kudumbakoottayma and Family Apostolate.

10. Report of the Commission for Vocations:  The Secre-
tary of the Synod welcomed Fr. Shaji Kochupurayil MCBS, the 
Secretary of the Commission. He presented before the Synod the 
various activities of the Commission, especially the vocation sur-
vey.  The report presented also ten points of suggestions for the 
promotion of vocation. During the discussion the Synod decided 
that the promotion of CML in the Syro-Malabar Eparchies shall 
be undertaken by the Commission for vocation. The Major Arch-
bishop reminded that the parish priests are the primary vocation 
promoters and they should be properly motivated to promote all 
the vocations: diocesan, religious, both men, including brothers 
and women. The Major Archbishop thanked the Commission for 
its service.

11. Report of the Committee for Public Affairs: The Sec-
retary of the Synod welcomed Fr George Madathiparampil, Sec-
retary of the Committee for Public Affairs, who presented its 
report. The report made reference to the voting pattern of the re-
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cent assembly election in Kerala. It expressed concern about the 
activities of the IS in our community including our educational 
institutions. It was suggested to involve Catholic Congress in the 
activities of the Public Affairs whereby we will be able to pro-
mote lay leadership of our community. 

12. Report of the Committee for Higher Education: The 
Secretary of the Synod welcomed Fr George Madathiparampil, 
Secretary of the Committee for Higher Education, who present-
ed the report of the various activities of the Committee like the 
programmes conducted for Managers, Principals, Staff and Stu-
dents in order to inspire them to improve academic standards as 
well as help them deepen their commitment to Christian values. 
During the discussion it was observed that special attention is to 
be paid to the poor in our community who find it difficult to get 
admission for their children in Catholic schools and colleges. The 
Major Archbishop thanked the Committee for its service. 

13. Report of the Committee for School Education: In the 
absence of Fr Jacob Palackapilly, the Secretary of the Committee, 
Archbishop Andrews Thazhath, convener of the Committee for 
School Education and Special Schools read out the report. During 
the discussion that followed the Bishops were advised to send 
dissenting note regarding the national policy on education of the 
Central Government. 

14. Report of the Syro-Malabar Social Mission Network: 
In the absence of the Fr Michael Vettickat, Chief Coordinator 
of the Syro-Malabar Social Mission Network, Bishop Mathew 
Arackal, presented its report. In the first meeting held in Novem-
ber 2015, fifty eight Social Organizations participated with a view 
to knowing each other, understanding each others’ good practic-
es, learning from each other etc. Although Syro-Malabar Social 
Mission Network was named Spandanam, there was a suggestion 
to rename it as Spandan, but no decision was taken on the matter. 
The report mentioned that a convention is envisaged for October 
2016 during which it is expected that its first news letter will be 
released. The Synod decided to give green signal to the Syro-Ma-
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labar Social Mission Network. The Major Archbishop expressed 
his best wishes to Bishop Mathew Arackal and his team. The Syn-
od placed on record its appreciation to Rev. Fr. Antony Kollan-
nur, the Major Archiepiscopal Chancellor who had come forward 
with the concept of establishing Social Mission Network for the 
Syro-Malabar Church.

15. Report of the Internet Mission: The Secretary of the 
Synod welcomed Fr. Joby Maprakavil MST, the Executive Direc-
tor, who presented the activities of the Internet Mission in power 
point. The main activities of the Mission are web development, 
web application, web hosting, face book integration, designing 
management system and live streaming.  Bishop Jose Porunne-
dom expressed gratitude to those who already cooperate with the 
Internet Mission and requested the cooperation of others. The two 
important suggestions that came up during the discussion were 
electronic voting and paperless communication. It was agreed 
that we could implement immediately paperless E-communica-
tion whereas it is not yet time for introducing electronic voting 
system in the Synod. The Major Archbishop thanked Bishop Jose 
Porunnedom and Fr Joby Maprakavil MST  for their fruitful ser-
vice for the Internet Mission. 

16. Report of the PRO: The Secretary of the Synod wel-
comed Fr Jimmy Poochakkatt, the Public Relations Officer of the 
Syro-Malabar Church and Fr Mathew Chandrankunnel, Fr Abra-
ham Kavilpurayidom and Mr. P.I. Lazar, Associate Public Rela-
tions Officers. The Major Archbishop and several Bishops ap-
preciated the excellent work and coordination of the PRO team, 
especially the presentation of the position of the Church regard-
ing the resolutions of the Major Archiepiscopal Assembly on the 
Television channels. Fr Jimmy Poochakkatt presented before the 
Synod a short report of the functioning and activities of the Public 
Relations Office.

17. Report of LRC:  The Secretary of the Synod welcomed 
Fr. Peter Kannampuzha, the Executive Director of LRC.  Fr Pe-
ter presented, along with the statements of account, the principal 
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activities of LRC namely research seminars, publications, Mar 
w-allah Syriac Academy and the Museum. Bishop Pauly Kan-
nookadan, the Chairman of LRC, gave a briefing about the pro-
ject of the new building of Museum for which the Major Arch-
bishop is taking great interest. The total budget of the project is 
Rs. 8 crores for which the L’Oeuvre d’Orient of Paris has already 
given Rs. 36 lakhs and has promised further periodical substan-
tial helps. After some discussion the Synod approved the project 
of the new building for the St Thomas Christian Museum. The 
Major Archbishop congratulated the LRC Board of Directors and 
Fr. Peter for the excellent work not only for LRC but also for the 
Curia in general.  

18. Report of ASSM:  The Secretary of the Synod wel-
comed Fr. Joseph Pulavelil, the Secretary of ASSM to present 
the report.  Some of the important programmes reported by the 
Secretary include: “Sponsor a Seminarian”, “Sponsor a sister”, 
“Preshitavaram” etc. During the discussion that followed it was 
decided to change the name of ASSM to Syro-Malabar Mission. 
It was suggested to continue to celebrate Preshitavaram and make 
a separate collection for helping the Syro-Malabar Missions. The 
Major Archbishop thanked Bishop Raphael Thattil and Fr Joseph 
Pulavelil for the committed service they do for the mission. 

19. Report of the Major Archiepiscopal Tribunal: The 
Secretary of the Synod welcomed Fr. Jose Chiramel, the Pres-
ident of the Major Archiepiscopal Tribunal and invited him to 
present the report.  Fr. Chiramel presented a detailed report of 
the various activities of the Tribunal giving statistical data of the 
marriage cases dealt with in the Tribunal. He noted that after the 
promulgation of the new motu proprio, Mitis et Misericors Iesus 
there is a notable decline in the cases that are being referred to 
the appellate tribunal. During the discussion that followed it was 
mentioned that in the present scenario there is a possible danger 
of laxity in the procedure in the Eparchial tribunals. Hence the 
Synod requested Archbishop Mathew Moolakatt OSB, General 
Moderator for Administration of Justice, to write to the eparchial 
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tribunals requesting them to safe guard the thoroughness of the 
legal procedure and to forward a soft copy of the judgment to the 
Major Archiepiscopal Tribunal. The Bishops were requested to 
promote the journal Eastern Legal Thought. The Major Archbish-
op appreciated the work in the tribunal and expressed his grati-
tude.

20. Report of the Activities of the Curia:  Fr. Antony Kol-
lannur, the Major Archiepiscopal Chancellor, presented the report 
of the various activities of the Curia and visits of important guests 
to the Curia and main programmes of the Major Archbishop in 
different eparchies, mission centres and abroad.  The Bishops ap-
preciated the brief presentation.

21. Financial Report of the Curia: The Secretary welcomed 
Fr. Mathew Pulimoottil, the Finance Officer who presented the 
Statement of Accounts of the Receipts and Payments of the Curia 
from 1-4-15 to 31 -3-16.  The report highlighted deficit of income 
and in order to make up the deficit the Synod decided to request 
the Major Archbishop to call a meeting of the Chairmen and Sec-
retaries of the Commission for Finance and of other Commis-
sions and departments to decide upon their share of contributions 
around 10% of their income to the Curia. Another suggestion was 
that the Eparchies abroad contribute $2 per person towards sab-
hadinam collection. Bishops abroad expressed their willingness 
to cooperate with this suggestion.

Honours and Titles: The Major Archbishop briefed the Syn-
od that at present only three Titles are given by the Church to 
outstanding personalities in our Church. They are Malpan, Vaid-
ikaratnam and Sabhataram. It seems that there are more people 
who deserve to be honoured but do not come within the param-
eters of the above three Titles. Hence there was suggestion to 
institute a few more Titles and Honours. Although there were 
some suggestions like Satguru, Karmayogi. Karunikan, Parem-
makkal Thomakathanar Award, Mar Joseph Kariyattil Award, 
Nidhiri Manikathanar Award and Preshita Award, due to lack of 
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time the discussion was inconclusive. It was suggested that con-
ferring award would be more preferable than conferring honours. 
Therefore, the Synod requested the Committee for Honours and 
Titles to write to the Bishops seeking their suggestions for further 
honours, titles, awards and present them in the following Session 
Synod.

Letter from the Rota Regarding Free Legal Defense and 
Course for Bishops on the Reform in the Matrimonial Mat-
ters: The Major Archbishop gave the information regarding a 
letter from the Dean of the Roman Rota that a fund will assure 
free legal defense, both of parties and of the Bond in the Roman 
Rota defraying the high costs of the Holy See and at the same 
time it will be of assistance to the Bishops of the poor Churches 
in the defense and promotion of justice through the formation of 
experts. At the request of many Bishops a course for Bishops on 
the reform in the matrimonial matters will be held in Rome on 17 
and 18 November 2016.

Discussion on the Issues in Kuwait Syro-Malabar Com-
munity: The Synod discussed recent confusion regarding litur-
gical matters in the Syro-Malabar community in Kuwait. At the 
conclusion the Synod came to an understanding that the celebra-
tion of the liturgy in the diaspora communities shall be according 
to the already existing decision of the Synod, with due liturgi-
cal catechesis. The Major Archbishop exhorted the Bishops that 
priests shall be sent to the diaspora communities only with the 
understanding with the Major Archbishop and the Chairman of 
the Commission for Evangelization and Pastoral Care of the Mi-
grants. In the discussion that continued in a later sitting, the Major 
Archbishop read out the letter which he intends to send to the 
delegation who had met him on the occasion of the sabhadinam.  
In the letter the Major Archbishop has stated that now he under-
stands that the mode of liturgical celebration would have been 
acceptable if it were introduced after sufficient preparation and 
catechesis to the people.  He reminded them of the decision of the 
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Synod that the mode of celebration of the Syro-Malabar Qurbana 
shall only be the one approved by the Synod of Bishops as given 
in the Guidelines for the Pastoral Care of the migrants.

Bishops’ Delegation to Kuwait: Archbishop Kuriakose Bha-
ranikulangara presented the report of the meeting of the Synodal 
delegation with the Apostolic Vicars Bishop Camillo Ballin and 
Bishop Paul Hinder in Abu Dhabi on March 17, 2016.  Following 
points were discussed in the meeting. 1. Possibility of creating 
personal/ritual parishes, 2.  Appointment of Diocesan priests, and 
3. Syro-Malabar Catholic Association, SMCA.  In general the sit-
uation did not appear to be satisfactory.   

Forthcoming Synodal Sessions: The Synod decided to fix 
the time for the following Synodal Sessions: 

Monday, 9 January, 10.00 a.m.- 6.00 p.m. Saturday, 14 Jan-
uary 2017

Monday, 21August, 10. 00 a.m. – 6.00 p.m. Friday, 1 Sep-
tember 2017

Monday, 8 January, 10.00 a.m. – 12.30 p.m. Saturday, 13 Jan-
uary 2018

Monday, 20 August, 10.00 a.m. – 6.00 p.m. Friday, 31 August 
2018

Monday, 7 January, 10.00 a.m. – 12.30 p.m. Saturday, 12 Jan-
uary 2019

Monday, 19 August, 10.00 a.m. – 6.00 p.m. Friday, 30 August 
2019

Deepika: The Major Archbishop informed the Synod that 
there is an increase in the circulation of Deepika especially be-
cause of the activities of Deepika Friends Club (DFC). However, 
Deepika needs further financial support. Major Archbishop re-
quested the Bishops to buy shares or encourage others from our 
community to do so.
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Long Term Work Plan for Various Commissions:  Bishop 
Jose Porunnedom, Moderator of the Sitting, introduced the topic 
stating that there are some Commissions with long term work 
plans whereas some others do not have them.  In the discussion 
that followed it was suggested that all Commissions shall have 
long term plans.  Together with the report each Commission shall 
present action plan and budget estimate too.  

Report on the 12 A Registration and PAN Card: Bishop 
Antony Kariyil CMI, on behalf of the Committee appointed for 
taking legal follow up to challenge the stand of the Income Tax 
Department making registration of individual churches and con-
vents as separate Trusts mandatory for issuing the 12 A Registra-
tion and PAN Card, briefed the Synod on the follow up actions 
taken by the Committee in this regard.  After some initial probe 
in the matter, three of our chartered accountants, Mr. Jose Pot-
tokaran, Mr. L. Kuriakose and Mr. C.J. Romid met a prominent 
lawyer from Chennai, who after having heard our case, has agreed 
to take it up when the case comes for hearing in the High Court. 
The advocate is convinced of our position that each individual 
church or convent needs not register itself as separate trust for 
getting 12 A Registration and PAN Card, but can remain as part 
of the diocese or the Provincialate or Generalate and be eligible 
for the above documents.   

Syro-Malabar Anthem: Bishop Pauly Kannookadan and Fr 
Peter Kannampuzha, the Executive Director of LRC, presented 
the recorded audio version of the Syro-Malabar Church anthem 
with musical accompaniment and without. The Synod approved 
it. The Major Archbishop expressed the gratitude of the Synod to 
Bishop Pauly Kannokadan and Fr Peter Kannampuzha for their 
strenuous efforts in producing the anthem. At the request of the 
Bishops it was informed that the anthem will be produced in other 
relevant languages.

In the Major Archiepiscopal Assembly when the question 
came up with regard to the use of Syro-Malabar Anthem, it was 



85

informed that answer to this question will be given after discus-
sion in the Synod. Hence it was decided that Anthem shall be sung 
everywhere on the St. Thomas Day.  Singing Anthem on other 
occasions is left to the discretion of each eparchy.  Syro-Malabar 
Anthem does not replace Papal Anthem or National Anthem.

Scrutiny of the Decisions: The Secretary read out the de-
cisions of the XXIV Synod, Session 2, including the decisions 
of the last day.  After a brief discussion the Synod gave its final 
approval with some modifications.

Conclusion of the Synod: The Major Archbishop sought the 
permission of the Synod to conclude the present session and gave 
the concluding address.   The Major Archbishop in his concluding 
message appreciated the sense of openness and oneness manifest-
ed in this Session of the Synod. He appealed the Synod to make 
good use of this new spirit of cordiality and build upon it the ever 
desired unity and communion of our Church.  He expressed his 
hope that this will be kept in the mind of the Synod in our attempt 
to revise the Text of the Holy Qurbana and other liturgical Texts.  
The Major Archbishop congratulated and thanked the Major Ar-
chiepiscopal Assembly Committee of Bishops headed by Bish-
op Pauly Kannookadan and Bishop Sebastian Adayanthrath and 
Bishop George Rajendran and the entire team from Sahrudaya 
College of Engineering and Technology, Eparchy of Irinjalakuda, 
and the Major Archiepiscopal Curia for the successful conduct 
of the Major Archiepiscopal Assembly.  He assured the Knanaya 
community that they will be helped to feel one in the Syro-Ma-
labar Church by pastoral care being provided as far as possible 
by their  own priests, with due respect to the directives given by 
the Apostolic see. Major Archbishop recalled with gratitude the 
meritorious service of His Excellency Most Rev. Salvatore Pen-
nacchio, our Apostolic Nuncio who will leave India in October 
this year for his new appointment in Poland.  

The Major Archbishop expressed his gratitude also to the 
remarkable service of Bishop Bosco Puthur who had served the 
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Synod as Secretary for the past five years.  He appreciated the 
way in which Bishop Bosco has been proposing the minutes of 
the Synodal Sittings, monitoring several programmes and cele-
brations of the Synod.  He welcomed Bishop Antony Kariyil CMI, 
the new Secretary.  While congratulating the new Bishops elect, 
Fr. Joseph Srampickal and Mgr. Stephen Chirappanath, the Major 
Archbishop assured full cooperation and support for their forth-
coming Episcopal ordinations and future apostolate.  Expressing 
his gratitude to all who have helped to make this Synod success-
ful, the Major Archbishop formally closed the Second Session of 
the XXIV Synod of the Bishops of the Syro-Malabar Church at 
6.00 p.m. on 2 September 2016.

       

Bosco Puthur, Secretary 
Synod of Bishops of the Syro-Malabar Church

 

Fr. Antony Kollannur 
Major Archiepiscopal Chancellor

Mount St. Thomas, 
2 September 2016 
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XXIV synoD (2016), sessIon II 
22 AuG to 2 sePteMBeR 2016 

DeCIsIons

1. To give permission to Bishop Raphael Thattil, the Apostolic 
Visitator, to visit all the Syro-Malabar Archeparchies and 
Eparchies with prior information, to speak to the faithful 
about the work of the Apostolic Visitation and to make Mis-
sion Appeal.

2. To request the eparchies in Kerala to help the Apostolic Vis-
itation for buying land and constructing churches in the mi-
grant centres.

3. To approve the schedule of the programme of the Major Ar-
chiepiscopal Assembly.

4. To approve the instrumentum laboris of the Major Archie-
piscopal Assembly. 

5. To authorize the Committee for Major Archiepiscopal As-
sembly to publish on-line, with a note of approval of the 
Major Archbishop, the suggestions of the Assembly pre-
sented in the Synod.

6. To request the Major Archbishop to issue an Exhortation on 
the proposals of the Major Archiepiscopal Assembly.

7. To request the committee for Canonical Questions to sug-
gest amendments of the Statutes of the Major Archiepisco-
pal Assembly and present it in the August 2017 session of 
the Synod.

8. To hold in one sitting of the Synod Region wise discussions 
in the following four groups, namely, 1) Eparchies in Ker-
ala, 2) Eparchies within the proper territory, outside Kerala, 
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3) Other Eparchies in India and 4) Eparchies and Exarchy 
outside India.

9. To publish a press release protesting against the Government 
policy of taking over 100% seats in Self-financing Medical 
Colleges and not granting permission to the self financing 
colleges to start new courses recognized by the university.

10. To entrust the formulation of the action plan of the reception 
of the Post-Synodal Apostolic Exhortation, Amoris Laetitia 
to a committee consisting of Bishop Mathew Arackal (Con-
vener), Bishop Mathew Anikuzhikattil, Bishop Remigiose 
Inchananiyil, Bishop Joseph Kallarangatt and Bishop Jose 
Puthenveettil, co-opting experts if needed, and submit it in 
the following session of the Synod.

11. To entrust Bishop George Madathikandathil (Convener), 
Bishop Paul Alappatt and Bishop Sebastian Vadakel MST 
to compile suggestions of the Bishops for the revision of the 
mutuae relationes and present them to the Major Archbish-
op.

12. To request Bishop Mathew Arackal (Convener), Bishop 
Jose Pulickal and Bishop Remegiose Inchananiyil to pre-
pare concrete action plan regarding the palliative care mo-
bile services.

13. To request Bishop Thomas Chakiath (Convener), Bishop 
Jose Pulickal and Bishop Jose Porunnedom to prepare a 
handbook on environmental protection and civic culture for 
the education of the people, especially of the youth and chil-
dren.

14. To request the Episcopal Members of the Committee on the 
criteria for declaring a Saint ‘Father of the Church’ in the 
Syro-Malabar Church sui iuris to present their considered 
opinion on declaring St Kuriakose Elias Chavara Father of 
the Syro-Malabar Church, in the following Session of the 
Synod.
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15. To request the Major Archbishop to convene a meeting of 
the Rectors, Vice-Rectors, Presidents and Prefects of Stud-
ies of the Major Seminaries to share with them the results of 
the visitation. 

16. To request the Major Archbishop to dialogue with the Rec-
tor and other officials and Staff of each Major Seminary on 
pertinent points from the reports that concern their Semi-
nary. 

17. To request the Major Archbishop, on grave and delicate 
points regarding the formation in the Major Seminaries, to 
demand competent authorities to take appropriate measures 
on the matter.

18.  To entrust Bishop Sebastian Adayanthrath to formulate a 
method for evaluating formators and professors in the Ma-
jor Seminaries and present it in the following Session of the 
Synod.

19. To request the seminaries to constitute Formation Consul-
tation Council, incorporating lay people and religious men 
and women.  

20. To request the seminary commissions to present before the 
Synod their annual report on their respective seminaries. 

21. To entrust Archbishop Joseph Perumthottam to prepare a 
common format for the seminary commission’s annual re-
port to be presented before the Synod.

22. To give its assent to sell five cents of land from the prop-
erty of Mangalapuzha Seminary campus for the use of the 
already existing cemetery,  as requested by the eparchy of 
Muvattupuzha of the Syro-Malankara Church, and recom-
mended by the rector of the seminary and seminary com-
mission.

23. To request the Members of the Synod to forward their ob-
servations and corrections when they receive soft copy of 
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the draft of “Call to be United: Ecumenical Directory of the 
Syro-Malabar Major Archiepiscopal Church”.

24. To request the Commission for Ecumenism to study with 
the help of experts, “points to be clarified” proposed by the 
commission and present it in the January Session of the 
Synod. 

25. To entrust the Commission for Doctrine to study the Chris-
tian understanding of yoga, taking into consideration similar 
study by KCBC, and present it in the following Session of 
the Synod. 

26. To entrust the Commission for Doctrine, along with its Sec-
retary and Bishop Paul Alappatt, to present a study on San-
naradhana, movement led by Dr. Leena, after having con-
sulted Archbishop Joseph Perumthottam, in the next Session 
of the Synod.

27. To form a Committee consisting of Bishop Raphael Thattil 
(Convener), Archbishop Andrews Thazhath, Bishop Joseph 
Pandarasseril, Bishop Joseph Kallarangatt, Bishop Bosco 
Puthur, Bishop Jacob Angadiath and Bishop Jose Kalluvelil 
to hold a dialogue with the leaders of the Jesus Youth for 
better understanding and cooperation.

28. To entrust Bishop Raphael Thattil, Convener, Bishop Jo-
seph Kallarangatt and Bishop Pauly Kannookadan to con-
tinue the dialogue with Jesus Youth leaders and to present in 
the next session of the Synod a document of understanding. 

29. To write in due time to the Congregation for the Oriental 
Churches informing of our concerns and giving suggestions 
for amendment in the Statutes of the Jesus Youth.

30. To request Archbishop Mathew Moolakatt OSB, Gener-
al Moderator for Administration of Justice, to write to the 
eparchial tribunals requesting them to safe guard the thor-
oughness of the legal procedure and to forward a soft copy 
of the judgment to the Major Archiepiscopal Tribunal
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31. To request Bishop Jose Porunnedom to interact with the 
representatives of the Major Superiors and understand their 
concerns and to present their suggestions in the next session 
of the Synod.

32. To make the promotion of CML in the Syro-Malabar 
Eparchies the responsibility of the Commission for Voca-
tion. 

33. To give green signal to the Syro-Malabar Social Mission 
Network.

34. To request the Committee for Honours and Titles to write to 
the Bishops seeking their suggestions for further honours, 
titles, awards and present them in the following Session 
Synod.

35. To rename the Commission for Family and Laity as Com-
mission for “Family, Laity and Life”.

36. To request the Commission for Family, Laity and Life to 
present a detailed write up of the proposed E-magazine with 
its purpose and modalities and present it in the following 
Session of the Synod.

37. To request the Commission for Family, Laity and Life to 
prepare plan of action for pro-life and present it in the fol-
lowing Session of the Synod.

38. To request Bishop Jose Pulickal to write, in consultation 
with the Chairman of the Commission for Family, Laity and 
Life, a letter to all the Bishops about popularizing Eliswa 
visit.

39. To hold a Convention of dalits during an afternoon sit-
ting in the January Session of the Synod 2017, at Mount  
St Thomas.

40. To give the final approval to the Statutes of the Catholic 
Congress.
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41. To involve Catholic Congress in the activities of the Public 
Affairs whereby we will be able to promote lay leadership 
of our community.

42. To change the name of ASSM to Syro-Malabar Mission.

43. To approve the project of the new building for the St Thom-
as Christian Museum.

44. To request the Commission for Liturgy to study the draft 
text of the betrothal thoroughly in the Special Committee, 
with the help of the language experts and to present the re-
vised draft in the following Session of the Synod.

45. To request the Special Committee of Bishops for Liturgy 
to prepare a draft text of the Qurbana based on their unani-
mous suggestions and observations and present it in August 
2017 Session of the Synod.

46. To defer the discussion on the washing of feet in the Lit-
urgy of Maundy Thursday requesting the Commission for 
Liturgy to present the matter in the following Session of the 
Synod with more details.

47. To give its approval to go ahead with the project of the Hom-
iletic Directory and to request the commission for Liturgy to 
make available the revised draft to the Bishops before the 
next Session of the Synod.

48. To give consent for reprinting the Lectionaries.

49. To request the Bishops to forward the suggestions regarding 
Suvisesha praghoshana margarekha (Homiletic Directory) 
of the Syro-Malabar Church by 15 November 2016 to the 
Chairman, Commission for Liturgy so that they could be 
presented in the January Session of the Synod.

50. To Request the Bishops to forward their suggestions on the 
two versions of the Anaphora of Nestorius at least before 
fifteenth November to the Chairman of the Commission for 
Liturgy, so that the special committee of Bishops can study 
and present it in the January Session of the Synod. 
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51. To request the Commission for Liturgy to study about the 
possible dress code for the Permanent Deacons, to be pre-
sented in the following synod. 

52. To request the Major Archbishop to hold a meeting of the 
Chairmen and Secretaries of the Commission for Finance 
and of other Commissions and Departments to decide upon 
their share of contribution around 10% of their income to 
the Curia, in order to make up the deficit of the income of 
the Curia. 

53. To fix the time for the following Synodal Sessions:

Monday, 9 January, 10.00 a.m.- 6.00 p.m. Saturday, 14 January 2017

Monday, 21August, 10. 00 a.m. – 6.00 p.m. Friday, 1 September 2017

Monday, 8 January, 10.00 a.m. – 12.30 p.m. Saturday, 13 January 2018

Monday, 20 August, 10.00 a.m. – 6.00 p.m. Friday, 31 August 2018

Monday, 7 January, 10.00 a.m. – 12.30 p.m. Saturday, 12 January 2019

Monday, 19 August, 10.00 a.m. – 6.00 p.m. Friday, 30 August 2019

54. To approve the anthem of the Syro-Malabar Church.

55. To designate St. Thomas Day on which the Syro-Malabar 
Anthem is to be sung everywhere and to leave to the discre-
tion of each eparchy to designate other occasions, without 
making it a substitute for Papal Anthem or National Anthem

 + Bosco Puthur, Secretary 
Synod of Bishops of the Syro-Malabar Church

 

Fr. Antony Kollannur 
Major Archiepiscopal Chancellor

Mount St. Thomas, 
2 September 2016 
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XXIV synoD (2016) sessIon 2 
22 AuGust- 2 sePteMBeR 2016

ConCLuDInG ADDRess  

oF tHe MAJoR ARCHBIsHoP

My dear Brother Archbishops, Bishops and Bishops-Elect,

Praise be to Jesus Christ!

Coming to the close of this Synodal Session let us thank God 
for all the blessings and helps He has bestowed on us during these 
days.  Together with the Major Archiepiscopal Assembly this Ses-
sion of the Synod has been a time of blessing in which the Lord 
has taken us further to a greater step of unity and credibility in the 
Church.  The Synod and the Assembly manifested greater sense 
of openness and oneness.  It is up to us to make good use of this 
new spirit of cordiality and build upon it the ever desired unity 
and communion of our Church.  St. Paul Says, “Forgetting what 
lies behind but straining forward to what lies ahead, I continue 
my pursuit toward the goal” (Phil. 3: 13-14).  Although St. Paul 
speaks about the final goal of our life, the principle is also good 
for our goal of liturgical unity.

The organization of our Major Archiepiscopal Assembly 
gained unanimous applause of the participants and our gratitude 
goes to the Committee of Bishops headed by Bishop Pauly Kan-
nookadan and Bishop Sebastian Adayanthrath and Bishop George 
Rajendran who worked in unison with him.  Let us thank also 
those who co-operated whole heartedly both from the Curia of the 
Church and the Eparchy of Irinjalakuda.  The conveniences and 
facilities of Sahrudaya College of Engineering and Technology 
contributed much to the success of the Assembly. Let me place 
on record our heartfelt thanks to the management of the Sahrdaya 
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College.  May God bless them abundantly! The Synod owes im-
mense gratitude to Bishop Pauly Kannookadan and the Eparchy 
of Irinjalakuda, for having met the whole expense of the Major 
Archiepiscopal Assembly and also the money needed for its re-
maining activities from the curia. With a big hand we express our 
gratitude.

Regarding the unity in liturgical celebrations, repeatedly re-
quested by the people, has the present proposal:  “The Assembly 
appeals to the entire Syro-Malabar faithful for the unity in liturgy 
and uniformity in its essentials”.  Therefore, let us keep this pro-
posal in our mind in our attempts to revise the text of the Holy 
Qurbana and other liturgical texts.

Let me bring to your special attention the new emphasis in 
our role of overseeing as Bishops: liturgical unity, promotion and 
formation of vocations, the ministry of mercy, the family orient-
ed pastoral care, simplicity in life, solidarity with the migrant 
Syro-Malabar faithful and their Christian witness, farmers’ is-
sues, educational and social apostolate, concerns of eco-friendly 
life, the strengthening of the Catholic Congress and the promo-
tion of Deepika.

While congratulating once again our new Bishops-elect, let 
us give full co-operation and support for their forthcoming Epis-
copal ordinations and future apostolate.

The Knanaya community has to be helped to feel their one-
ness within the Syro-Malabar Church by providing pastoral care 
as far as possible by their  own priests, with due respect to the 
directives given by the Apostolic see.

I would also like to place on record the meritorious service 
of His Excellency Most Rev. Salvatore Pennacchio, the Apostolic 
Nuncio to India and Nepal for the last six years. He was a friend 
to all the Bishops. We all appreciated his style of service which he 
exercised with commitment, love and enthusiasm. He will leave 
India in October, this year, for his new appointment in Poland. 
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Even though we had occasion to thank him during the Major Ar-
chiepiscopal Assembly, I remember him in a special way now at 
the conclusion of this Synodal Session and wish him every suc-
cess in his future ministry.

It is to be placed on record the remarkable service of Bishop 
Bosco Puthur as Secretary of the Synod during past five years.  In 
proposing the minutes of the Synodal sittings, and the reports, he 
has been highly diligent and loyal to the thinking of the Synod.  
He has also successfully monitored many of the programmes and 
celebrations in connection with the Synodal sessions.  Thank you 
very much Bishop Bosco!  Let me welcome Bishop Antony Kari-
yil CMI, the new Secretary, to this important office of the Synod.  
Our best wishes and prayers to you, Bishop Kariyil!

On 4th September takes place the Canonization of Mother 
Teresa of Kolkata in Rome by Pope Francis.  The presence of the 
Indian Delegation for this historic event will surely take overseas 
the prestige of our great nation.  Let us give glory to the Lord for 
the gift of Mother Teresa who has become a heroic Christian wit-
ness to the heritage of holiness of the people of India.

The cultural programmes of the Assembly and Synod were 
truly entertaining the audience and we owe our thanks to the art-
ists and the supporting staff.  I request Bishop Thomas Elavanal to 
extend our special note of appreciation to the KEY BAND of the 
Eparchy of Kalyan who could perform their Music Programme in 
World Youth Day at Krakow, Poland.

Finally let me express my gratitude to all those who helped in 
the conduct of the Synod, the Moderators Bishop Sebastian Vada-
kel MST, Bishop Jose Porunnedom and Bishop Anthony Chi-
rayath who have wisely guided the proceedings of this Session of 
our Synod. I express my gratitude in a special way to Fr. Antony 
Kollannur, the Chancellor, who carries out his duties of the Curia 
with care and devotedness.  I thank also Fr. Mathew Pulimoottil, 
the Finance Officer, who manages efficiently the financial affairs 



97

of the curia, the profitable cultivation of the land and the upkeep 
of the curia precincts. My special thanks are due to Fr. Sebastian 
Vaniyapurackal, Vice-Chancellor I and Fr Paul Robin Thekkath, 
Vice Chancellor II.  I thank also the resident and non-resident 
Secretaries of the Commissions, other priests functioning for the 
Curia, CSN Sisters and Sr Akhila CMC and other members of 
the Staff and their helpers who serve at the Major Archiepiscopal 
Curia.  The next Synodal Session is scheduled for 9 January from 
10.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. on 14 January 2017.

While thanking you for the love and concern you show to-
wards me and the wholehearted support you give for my humble 
service, I entrust our Synod, the priests, the religious and the lay 
faithful of our Church to the protection of Mary, Mother of Christ, 
St. Thomas, our Father in faith, St. Alphonsa, St Kuriakose Elias 
Chavara, St Euphrasia  and the Blesseds of our Church.

With these words I formally declare the Second Session of the 
XXIV Synod of the Bishops of the Syro-Malabar Church closed. 

2 September 2016 George Alencherry
Kakkanad                   Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church
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PAstoRAL LetteRs 
CIRCuLARs
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k`m-Zn\w þ CS-b-te-J\w 

kotdm ae-_mÀ k`-bpsS taPÀ BÀ¨v_n-j¸v  

amÀ tPmÀPv Be-tôcn Xsâ kl-ip-{iq-j-I-cmb  

sa{Xm-t¸m-eo-¯m-amÀ¡pw sa{Xm-òmÀ¡pw sshZn-IÀ¡pw  

kaÀ¸n-XÀ¡pw Xsâ AP-]m-e\ ip{iq-jbv¡v  

Gev]n-¡-s¸-«n-cn-¡pó Fñm ssZh-P-\-¯n\pw Fgp-Xp-

ó-Xv. IÀ¯m-hnsâ Ir] \n§-tf-h-tcmSpw IqsS Dïm-

bn-cn-¡-s«.

aninlmbnð {]nb ktlmZcoktlmZcòmtc,

kmÀÆ{XnI k` ImcpWyhÀjw BtLmjn¡pó kµÀ`am-
Wtñm  CXv. \½psS Fñm AXncq]XIfnepw cq]XIfnepw 
ImcpWyhÀj¯nsâ ktµiw sa{Xmòmamcpw sshZnIcpw kaÀ 
¸nXcpw Aevambcmb ktlmZco ktlmZcòmcpw  \ómbn kzoI 
cn¨pImWpóXnð kt´mjw Adnbn¡póp. 

IpSpw_§Ä¡p thïnbpÅ tdmanð \Só cïp kn\Up-
IÄ¡ptijw Cu ImcpWyhÀj¯nð Xsó kvt\l¯nsâ 
kt´mjw Fó A¸kvtXmenI {]t_m[\w ]cnip² ]nXmhv  
{^m³knkv amÀ]m¸ {]kn²oIcn¨ncn¡pIbmWv. Cu {]t_m 
[\ tcJbpsS DÅS¡s¯bpw AXv Dt±in¡pó IpSpw_  
\hoIcW ]²XnIsfbpw Ipdn¨v \½psS k`bnse tae[y 
£òmcpsSbpw aäv k`m{iq{iqjIcpsSbpw teJ\§fpw \nÀ 
t±i§fpsams¡ k`ma¡Ä kzoIcn¨psImïncn¡pIbpamWv. 

IpSpw_s¯ {XnssXzIssZh¯nsâ {]hÀ¯\taJebm 
bn«mWv ]cnip²]nXmhv ImWpóXv. C\n apXð k`bpsS 
AP]me\]chpw t{]jnX]chpamb {]hÀ¯\§Ä IpSpw 
_s¯ ASnØm\s¸Sp¯ns¡mïpÅXmIWw Fóp ]dbm³  
Rm³ B{Kln¡póp. k`mip{iqjmcoXnIfnð ASnØm\]
camb amäw hómse CXp km[yamIpIbpÅp. ssZhmcm[\, 
hnizmk]cnioe\w, CShI{]hÀ¯\§Ä, {]tXyI t{]jnX 
]cn]mSnIÄ, CShIbnse LS\m]camb {]hÀ¯\§Ä Fón 
hbneqsS hnZym`ymk]chpw BXpcip{iqjm]chpw kmaqln 
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It£a]chpw ]ckvt\l]chpamb Fñm {]hÀ¯\§fp 
sSbpw ASnØm\ambn  IpSpw_¯nsâ \òbpw hfÀ¨bpw  
e£yam¡phm³ \mw ]cn{ian¡WsaóXmWv Cu ]pXnb ssi 
en¡v BhiyIamb ho£Ww. AXn\pÅ NÀ¨IÄ, IpSpw_ 
¡q«mbva, kwLS\IÄ hninjy, It¯men¡m tIm¬{Kkv, skan\
mdpIÄ FónhbneqsS P\§fntebv¡v F¯n¡phm³ AP]
meIÀ {i²nt¡ïnbncn¡póp. 

Pqsse 3þmw XobXn hnizmk¯nð \½psS ]nXmhmb 
amÀt¯mamÇolmbpsS ZpIvdm\mXncp\mÄ \mw BtLmjn¡p 
IbmWtñm. tXmamÇolm \½psS k`bpsS ]nXmhmIbmð 
ZpIvdm\mXncp\mfnð k`sb¯sóbmWv \mw Nn´mhnjb 
amt¡ïXv. temI¯nð k`bpsS ZuXyw aninlmbpsS ZuXyw 
XsóbmWv. ssZh¯nsâ kvt\lw {]tLmjn¡phm\pw B kvt\
l¯n\p km£yw hln¡phm\pw Poh³ Xsóbpw hnebmbns¡m-
Sp¯pw aninlmsbt¸mse ssZhkvt\l¯n\v km£yw hln¡phm\
papÅ hnfnbmWv ss{IkvXh ssZhhnfn. 

kndnbmbnepw aäv ]Ýntajy³ cmPy§fnepw ss{IkvXh 
hnizmk¯nsâ t]cnð  a\pjyÀ  {Iqcambn sImñs¸Spó 
thZ\mP\Iamb kw`h§Ä am[ya§fneqsS \mw Adnªp-
sImïncn¡pIbmWtñm. B hocmßm¡sf \ap¡p ssZhXncp-
kón[nbnð kaÀ¸n¡mw. \½psS `mcX¯nepw hnizmk¯n\p 
thïn ]oU\§Ä Gevt¡ïn hcpó ss{IkvXhktlmZc 
§Ä Dïv. GXhkc¯nepw hnizmk¯n\p km£yw hln 
¡phm\pÅ iàn \ap¡p e`n¡póXn\p thïn \mw \nc´cw 
{]mÀYnt¡ïnbncn¡póp. hnizmk¯n\pthïn càkm£nXzw  
hcn¨h\mWv amÀt¯m½m ivfolm. amÀt¯m½mbpsS a¡f-
pw hnizmk¯n\pthïn hotcmNnXkm£yw \evIphm³ kó² 
cmIWw.

tXmamivfolm t{]jnX\mWv. At±ls¯t¸mse \mapw  
t{]jnXcmtIïhcmWv. "Rm³ kphntijw {]kwKn¡pón 
sñ¦nð F\n¡p ZpcnXw' (1 tImdn. 9: 16) FómWv ]utemkv  
ivfolm ]dªncn¡póXv. kmlNcy§Ä A\pIqeambmepw  
{]XnIqeambmepw kphntijw Bhiys¸Spó XymKw Gsä 
Sp¡m\pw \ap¡p IgnbWw. Cós¯ kmlNcy¯nð t{]jn 
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X{]hÀ¯\saóp ]dªmð aninlm  \evInb kphntijaq 
ey§Ä \½psS PohnX¯nð {]mhÀ¯nIam¡pIbpw  CXc 
aX§fnsebpw kwkvImc§fnsebpw aqey§tfmSv tNÀ¯p 
kphntijaqey§sf a\pjykaql¯nsâ s]mXpk¼¯mbn 
amäpIbpw sN¿pI FóXmWv. PmXnaXt`Zsat\y Fñmh 
tcmSpw kvt\l]qÀhw HóptNÀóp Pohn¡phm\pw PohnX-
¯ntâXmb kwhmZ¯neqsS am\hkaqls¯ s]mXphmb  
Hcp kmwkvImcnI am\hnIXbnte¡p DbÀ¯n {]XnjvTn¡p 
hm\pw \ap¡p IgnbWw.  a\pjyhwi¯nð Bcpw BÀ¡pw 
A\ycsñópw Fñmhcpw FñmhÀ¡pw ktlmZcoktlmZc³ 
amcmsWópapÅ am\hnIXbpsS kwkvImcw ]Sp¯pbÀ¯p 
hm³ \ap¡p km[n¡Ww. 

ssZhw \s½ kvt\ln¡póp. AhnSpt¯¡p apJw t\m« 
anñ. Fñmhscbpw Hcpt]mse kvt\ln¡pó ssZhkvt\l 
¯nsâ ssien \½psS kvt\l¯nsâ ssienbmIWw. \
s½ kvt\ln¡póhsc am{Xw \½Ä kvt\ln¨mð \ap¡v Hcp 
khntijXbpansñóv Cutim ]dªn«pïv. \s½ t{Zmln¡p 
óhsc t]mepw kvt\ln¡phm\pÅ DZmcX \ap¡pïmIW 
saóÀYw.

kaql¯nsâ Fñm A´À[mcIfnepw km¼¯nIhpw 
cmjv{Sobhpw hnZym`ymk]chpw kmaqlnIhpw kmwkvImcnI-
hpamb Fñm taJeIfnepw ss{IkvXh kvt\lambncn¡Ww 
\½psS PohnX¯nsâ NmeIiàn. Cu cwK§fnseñmw kpXm 
cyXtbmSpw \oXnt_m[t¯mSpw ImcpWyt¯mSpw IqsS {]hÀ 
¯n¡phm³ \ap¡p km[n¡Ww. A\oXnbpw AgnaXnbpw Cñm¯ 
kaqlamWv ss{IkvXhÀ krjvSnt¡ïXv.

t¢inXÀ¡pw ZpxJnXÀ¡pw Zcn{ZÀ¡pw ]oUnXÀ¡pw tcmKn 
IÄ¡pw BIpeÀ¡pw B{ibhpw A`bhpamIm³ \ap¡p  
IgnbWw. ssZh¯nsâ apJw ImcpWyamsWóp {^m³kokv 
]m¸mbneqsS k` Cóp ]dbpóp. \½psS apJhpw ImcpWy 
¯ntâXmIWw. ImcpWyw hgnsªmgpIpó hm¡pIfpw {]hr 
¯nIfpw \½psS A\pZn\PohnXssienbmIWw.

kvt\l¯nepw ImcpWy¯nepw ASnbpd¨ {]hÀ¯\
ssien, icnbmb hnizmk¯nsâ {]Imi\amWv. "kvt\l¯n-
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eqsS {]hÀ¯\\ncXamIpó hnizmk'amWtñm  hn. ]utemkv  
Çolm \½nð \nómhiys¸SpóXv (Kem. 5:6). A{]Imcw 
\½psS hnizmks¯ \ap¡p kvt\l¯neqsS {]hÀ¯\\n 
cXhpw ^e{]Zhpam¡mw. 

amÀt¯m½mZn\¯nð    \½psS k`mwK§fmb {]hmkn 
Isf HmÀan¡mXncn¡phm³ \nÀhmlanñ. k`bpsS kzbw 
`cWmhImiapÅ {]tZi§fnð hkn¡pó k`ma¡sft¸mse  
XsóbmWv Ahcpw. {]hmkn{]tZi§fnð \½psS k`bp 
tSXmb AP]me\kwhn[m\§Ä C\nbpw \ap¡p ]qÀW 
ambn e`n¨n«nñ. Ah C\nbpw e`n¡m¯nS¯p B e£yw km[n 
¡póXn\mbn k`ma¡sfñmhcpw {]mÀYn¡Wsaóp Rm³ 
kvt\l]qÀhw A`yÀYn¡póp. 

\½psS Ip«nIfpsSbpw bphP\§fpsSbpw hnizmk]cn 
ioe\s¯¡pdn¨p \mw Z¯{i²cmbncn¡Wsaóp {]tXyIw  
]dtbïXnñtñm. B[p\nItemIkmlNcy§tfmSp icnbmbn  
{]XnIcn¡póXn\p]Icn¡pó [mÀanIho£Ww \mw Ah 
cnð Dfhm¡Ww. kXy\njvT, \oXnt_m[w, icnbmb ssewKnI 
PohnXho£Ww, cmPykvt\lw, ImcpWyw Fóo kZvKpW§ 
fnð AhcpsS PohnXs¯ ]Sp¯pbÀ¯phm³ thï kml 
Ncy§Ä k`bnepw kaql¯nepw Dïmbncn¡Ww. aSn¨p amdn 
\nev¡msX DÕmlt¯msS IÀa\ncXcmIm³ bphP\§Ä¡p  
IgnbWw. k`bnepw kaql¯nepw D¯chmZnXzapÅ ip{iq-
jIfpw DtZymK§fpw GsäSp¡phm\pÅ tbmKyXbpw ss[cy-
hpw hnthIhpw AhÀ¡pïmIWw. Ct¸mÄ {]hÀ¯\ \nc 
Xcmbncn¡pó k`mip{iqjIÀ X§Ä¡p ]nómse k`bp 
sSbpw kaql¯nsâbpw  Fñm cwK§fnepw {]hÀ¯\\ncXc-
mIm³ tbmKycmbhsc ]cnioen¸n¡phm³ X¿mdmIWw.

hn. tXmamivfolm \½psS IÀ¯mhnsâ D°m\s¯¡p 
dn¨p kwibn¨pshóv hn. tbmlóm³ FgpXnb kphntij 
¯nð \mw hmbn¡póp. B kwibw \ap¡p c£mIcambn 
XoÀóp FóXmWv hmkvXhw. BZ¯nsâ ]m]s¯ "`mKys¸« ]
m]w' Fóp hn. BKkvXot\mkv hntijn¸n¨phtñm. B ]m]w  
c£Is\ \ap¡p t\Sn¯cphm³ ImcWambn FóXn\memWv 

A{]Imcw hntijn¸n¡phm³ BKkvXot\mkv t{]cnX 
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\mIpóXv.  AXpt]mse tXmamÇolmbpsS kwibs¯ '`mKy 
s¸« kwibta' Fóp hnfn¡phm³ Rm³ B{Kln¡póp. D°n 
X\mb aninlmsb t\cnð ImWm³, AhnSpónepÅ hnizmkw 
'Fsâ IÀ¯mth, Fsâ ssZhta' Fó DZocWt¯msS 
Dd¸mbn {]Jym]n¡m³ B kwibw tXmamÇolmbv¡p \nan¯ 
ambn. amÀt¯m½m Çolmtb, \µn! CónXm A§bpsS DZoc 
Ww R§fptSXmbncn¡póp.  "R§fpsS IÀ¯mth, R§fpsS  
ssZhta'  Fóv {]mÀY\Ifnð Cóp R§Ä aninlmsb hnfn 
¡póp. hn.]t{Xmknsâ hnizmkw kmÀh{XnIk`bpsS ASn 
¯dbmsb¦nð hn.tXmamÇolmbpsS hnizmkw amÀt¯m½m a¡f-
psS k`bv¡p kmÀh{XnIk`bpsS Iq«mbvabnð khntijamb 
ASnØm\w \evInbncn¡póp. Cu khntijZm\¯n\v ssZhta, \
µn!

ImcpWyhm\mb  IÀ¯mhv \n§sf A\p{Kln¡s«! ]nXm 
hnsâbpw ]p{Xsâbpw ]cnip²mßmhnsâbpw \ma¯nð  
\n§sf Rm³ kvt\l]qÀhw BioÀhZn¡póp. 

IÀZn\mÄ tPmÀPv Betôcn
kotdm ae_mÀ k`bpsS taPÀ BÀ¨v_nj¸v 

Im¡-\mSv auïv skâv tXma-kn-epÅ taPÀ BÀ¨v_nj-¸nsâ 
Imcym-e-b-¯nð \nóv 2016þmw Bïv sabv amkw 30þmw XobXn \
evIs¸«Xv.

NB: Cu CS-b-te-J\w 2016 Pqsse 3þmw XobXn¡v ap³]s¯ 
Rmb-dmgvN (Pq¬ 26þ\p) IpÀºm\ at²y Fñm ]Ån-I-fnepw 
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Prot. No. 0648/2016

PAstoRAL LetteR on sABHA DInAM

GEORGE CARDINAL ALENCHERRY, the Major Arch-
bishop of the Syro-Malabar Church, to the Archbishops, Bish-
ops, Priests, Men and Women Religious and Lay Faithful of the 
Syro-Malabar Church, May the Grace of the Lord be with you all!

My dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ,

This is the time when the Universal Church is celebrating the 
Year of Mercy. Let me express my joy at the observance of this 
Year of Mercy by all our lay faithful, priests, the religious and 
bishops.

Holy Father Pope Francis has published the Apostolic Ex-
hortation “The Joy of Love” in this Year of Mercy after the con-
clusion of the two synods on family life in Rome. Our faithful 
are receiving by now new directives and reflections through the 
writings of the bishops and of other members of our Church with 
regard to the renewal of family life.

The Holy Father sees the family as a field of activity of the 
Triune God. I would like to say that all the pastoral and mission-
ary activities of the Church should be focused on families. There 
should take place a radical change in the mindset of the ministers 
of the Church while implementing the pastoral plans for the revi-
talization of family life. The perspective that should guide all our 
efforts of renewal in liturgy, faith formation, parish revitalization, 
evangelization, organizations of the parish etc should be aimed 
at the building up of families and of strengthening their stability 
and growth. Pastors are requested to convey this basic vision and 
programmes through family unit meetings, gatherings of Catholic 
Congress and seminars and meetings conducted under the auspic-
es of parish organizations.
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We are celebrating the feast of the Dukrana of St. Thomas, 
the Father of our Faith, on July 3rd. Since St Thomas is the Father 
of our Church, it is very appropriate for us to have the Church 
as the main theme for our reflections on this feast. The mission 
of the Church in this world is the same as the mission of Jesus 
Christ. Christian vocation involves proclaiming the love of God, 
bearing witness to that love and even sacrificing our lives for it 
as Jesus did.

I am sorry to note that we frequently hear about terrible acts 
of cruelty that are being perpetrated against Christians in Syria 
and other Middle Eastern countries. We shall offer those heroic 
lives to the Lord. Some of the Christian brethren in India too are 
experiencing violence and persecution in different parts of India. 
They too are ostracized and attacked because of their faith in the 
Lord. We have to pray constantly for the courage to bear witness 
to our faith. St. Thomas, the Apostle was martyred for his faith 
in the Lord. The children of St. Thomas should also be willing to 
bear witness to Jesus heroically through their lives.

We have to bear in mind that like St. Thomas who was an 
apostle, we too have to become apostles. St. Paul has echoed this 
sentiment beautifully when he said: ‘Woe to me if I don’t preach 
the Gospel “(1Cor 9:16).We should be willing to undertake the 
necessary sacrifices in spreading the Gospel whether the circum-
stances are favourable or not. In today’s context, evangelization 
involves translating the values of the Gospel into our lives and to 
align them with the values that are found in other religions and 
cultures. We have to collaborate in raising mankind to a common 
cultural humanism, in a spirit of brotherly love for  all, irrespec-
tive of caste, creed or race. We have to build this culture where 
everyone is brother or sister to one another and not alien to them.

God loves every one of us without any personal predilections. 
God’s love should become a model for our love. Jesus has told us 
that loving those who love us does not mean much. He wants us 
to love those who have hurt us.
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The catalytic force in all our endeavors, whether in the field of 
education, politics or culture, should be Christian love. We have 
to work in those areas with a great sense of justice, transparency 
and mercy. Christians have to create a society without corruption 
and injustice.

We have to be strong pillars of support to those who are suf-
fering, poor and sick. The Church is teaching through the life and 
words of Pope Francis that God is mercy. Our daily life should 
reflect this style of life, of being merciful in words and life.

A way of life based on love and mercy is a reflection of real 
faith. St. Paul too demands from us a life of faith that is active 
through love (Gal.5:6).In that way, we can make our faith active 
and fruitful through love.

This is also a good time for us to remember the migrant 
Syro-Malabar faithful who are living in different parts of India 
and abroad. They should have the same privileges of practicing 
their faith without any restrictions just like the faithful who live 
in the proper territory of the mother Church. We have not reached 
any arrangement where we could provide proper pastoral care to 
our migrants. I would urge everyone to pray for the successful 
implementation of the necessary conditions to provide proper 
pastoral care to our migrant communities.

I don’t have to emphasize the need to be attentive on the part 
of all for implementing a successful pastoral plan for the faith 
formation of the children and the youths of our communities. We 
have to work towards forming a proper mental and spiritual out-
look in them so that they could respond to the challenges of the 
modern culture in a Christian way. Truthfulness, justice, chasti-
ty, love of the country and merciful attitudes should be fostered 
in their lives. They should also have moral capability, prudence 
and confidence to take upon these responsibilities at the regional 
as well as at the church levels. Those who are active in various 
Church ministries should motivate and train the young to follow 
them in these ministries.
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St. John writes in the Gospel that Thomas doubted the Res-
urrection of Jesus. That doubt has become redemptive for us as 
it became a happy doubt like the Felix culpa of St. Augustine to 
express the joy of the Incarnation. Similarly, I would like to call 
the doubt of Thomas as happy doubt as it enabled him to address 
Jesus as “My Lord and My God.” We have to be thankful to the 
Apostle for his doubt as it enables us to call Jesus as “My Lord 
and my God”. 

O, St. Thomas, now your proclamation has become our proc-
lamation. Just as the faith of St. Peter has become the foundation 
of the universal Church, so the faith of St. Thomas has become a 
corner stone in the communion of churches which is the Univer-
sal church.

May the merciful Lord bless all of you!  I bless you in the 
name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Lovingly in Christ Jesus,

+George Cardinal Alencherry
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church

Given from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia of the Syro-Mal-
abar Church at Mount St Thomas, Kakkanad, on the 30th of May 
2016.

Note:  This pastoral letter is to be read out during the Holy Mass 
on the 26th of June 2016, in all churches and chapels of the Syro-Mal-
abar Church where there is Sunday Mass for the public.
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Prot.No.0437/2016

kÀ¡peÀ
kotdm ae-_mÀk`bpsS taPÀ BÀ¨v_nj¸v  

tPmÀÖv Be-tôcn sa{Xm-t¸m-eo¯  

Xsâ kl-ip-{iq-j-I-cmb sa{Xm-t¸m-eo-¯amÀ¡pw 

sa{Xm³amÀ¡pw sshZn-IÀ¡pw kaÀ¸n-XÀ¡pw 

Xsâ AP-]m-e\ ip{iq-jbv¡v Gev]n-¡-s¸-«n-cn-¡pó 

Fñm ssZh-P-\-¯n\pw Fgp-Xp-ó-Xv. 

IÀ¯m-hnsâ Ir] \n§-tf-h-tcmSpw IqsS  

Dïm-bn-cn-¡s«.

an-in-lm-bnð {]nb ktlmZcoktlmZcòmtc,

tem-I-cm-Py-§Ä-¡p ap-¼nð `m-c-X-̄ n-sâ a-ln-a D-b-À-̄ p-ó-
Xm-Wp \-½p-sS i-àamb P\m-[n-]-Xy- hy-h-Øn-Xn. ]-cn-an-Xn-I-Ä-
¡p \-Sp-hnepw G-ähpw hen-b P-\m-[n-]-Xy-cm-Py-sa-ó {]-m -̀hw `m-c-
X-̄ n\pw `m-c-Xo-bÀ¡pw XoÀ-̈ -bm-bpw A-̀ n-am-\I-c-am-Wv. tem-Iw 
]-co-£n-̈  -̀c-W-k-{¼-Zm-b-§-fnð P-\m-[n-]-Xy-amWv G-ähpw kzo-Im-cy- 
am-bn am-dn-b-Xv. P-\m-[n-]-Xy-̄ nð P-\-§Ä-¡m-Wv A-[n-Im-cw. 

F-ómð {]m-tbm-Kn-I-X-e-̄ nð P-\-§Ä-¡v AÀ-l-am-b X-§-
fp-sS A-[n-Im-cw {]-tbm-Kn-¡m³ km-[n-¡p-ón-sñ-ó B-t£-]-ap-
b-cm-dp-ïv. F¦nepw P-\t£-aw a-d-óp {]-hÀ-̄ n-¡p-ó-h-sc A-[n-
Im-c-̄ nð \n-óp \o-¡m-\pw P-t\m-]-Im-c-{]-Z-am-b \n-e-]m-Sp-IÄ 
kzo-I-cn-¡p-sa-óp I-cp-Xp-ó-h-sc {]-Xn-jvTn-¡m-\pw P-\-§-Ä-¡v A-h- 
k-c-ap-ïv. A¯cw A-h-k-c-am-W-sñm sX-c-sª-Sp-̧ v. tIc-fw H-cp  
sX-c-sª-Sp-̧ n-\m-bn H-cp-§p-I-bmWv. km-aq-ln-I-{]-Xn-_-²-X- 
tbm-Spw aqeym-[n-jvTnXNn -́I-tfmSpw IqSnbmh-Ww \mw sX-c-sª-
Sp-̧ n-s\ A-̀ n-ap-Jo-I-cn-t¡-ïXv. I-£n-cm-{ãob-§Ä-¡-̧ p-d-̄ p s]m 
Xp-\-ò-bm-Wp k-̀  F-ópw B-{K-ln-¡p-óXv. ]u-c-t_m-[-̄ n-sâ ]-tcm-]-
Im-c-{]-Z-am-b {]-hÀ-̄ -\-§Ä k-̀ -bp-sS Zu-Xy-̄ n-sâ `m-K-am-Wv. sabv 16-
þ\p \S-¡pó sXc-sª-Sp-̧ nsâ ]Ým-̄ -e-̄ nð hnizm-kn-I-fpsS ]
cn-Nn-́ -\-̄ n-\mbn Cu kÀ¡peÀ Abbv¡p-óp.
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sX-c-sª-Sp-¡-s -̧Spó P-\-{]-Xn-\n-[n-Isf P-\m-[n-]-Xy-̀ -c-W-{I-
a-̄ nð Aw-Ko-I-cn-t¨ aXn-bmhq. cm-{ãob-t\-Xm-¡-òmÀ ap-ó-Wn- 
hy-Xym-k-anñm-sX Fñm-hcpw Hcp-t]m-se-bm-sWópw A-h-cnð  
{]Xo-£ \-ã-s -̧«n-cn-¡p-óp-shópw A-Xp-sIm-ïv thm-«p sN-¿p-
ónñ F-ópw Nn-́ n-¡p-ó B-fp-I-fp-sS F-®w Iq-Sn-h-cn-I-bm-Wv. k-a 
-Imen-I cm-{ãob-¯n-sâ {]-tbmKX-e-§-fn-se A-kz-ØX-IÄ 
I-ïm-Wv C -̄cw A-cm-{ãn-b-hm-Z-̄ n-te¡pw \n-kw-K-X-bn-te¡pw 
\n-jv-{In-b-Xz-̄ n-te¡pw Nn-e-sc-¦nepw t]m-Ip-ó-Xv. bp-h-P-\-§fpw  
A-̀ y-kv-X-hn-Zycpw cm-{ão-b-t¯m-Sp ssh-apJyw ]p-e-À-̄ p-ó-Xp Ku-c 
-h-am-bn ]cn-tim-[n-¡- s -̧SWw. thm-«p sN-bv-Xn-«p Im-cy-anñ, A-sñ-
¦nð ChÀ¡mÀ¡pw thm«p-sNbvXn«p ^e-anñ F-sóñm-apÅ a-t\m-
`m-h-§Ä \n-e-hn-se kw-hn-[m\-§-tfm-Sp-Å {]-Xn-tj-[-̄ n-sâ A-S-
bm-f-am-Ip-sa-¦n-epw, P-\m-[n-]-Xy-s¯ ZpÀ-_-e-am-¡m\pw Øm]
n-X Xm-Xv-]-cy-¡mÀ-¡p X-§-fp-sS \-b-§Ä F-XnÀ-̧ nñm-sX ap-tóm«p-
sImïp-t]m-Im-\p-am-Wp km-l-Ncy-sam-cp-¡p-I. cm-Py-s¯bpw k-aq 
-l-s¯bpw kv-t\-ln-¡p-ó-hÀ thm-«p sN¿p-I F-ó A-Sn-Øm-\-]-cam-b ]
u-c-[À-aw hn\n-tbm-Kn-̈ p P-\m-[n-]-XysX-c-sª-Sp-̧ p {]-{In-b-Itfm-Sp k-l-
I-cn-t¡-ï-Xpïv.  thm-«À ]-«n-I-bnð t]-cp-sï-óv D-d-̧ m-¡-m³ G-hcpw 
{i-²n-¡-Ww. 

Hmtcm Ime-L«¯n-sebpw P-\-̄ n-\v AhÀ¡v A\p-tbm-Py-cm-b t\-
Xm-¡-òm-sc e-̀ n-¡p-óp-sh-óp ]-d-bm-dp-ï-sñm. thm-«p-h-gn \m-Sp -̀cn-¡m-
\p-Å A-[n-Im-cw \mw Gð-]n¨p-sIm-Sp-¡p-ó-h-sc-¡p-dn¨pw A-h-cp-sS 
B-i-b-kw-ln-X-I-sf-¡p-dn¨pw hn-I-k-\-Im-gv-N-̧ m-Sp-I-sf-¡p-dn¨pw ]u-c-
òmcm-b \-ap-¡v A-dn-hp-ïm-hWw. ]T-\hpw NÀ-̈ bpw hn-th-Ihpw {]mÀ-
Y-\bpw \ñ t\-X-m-¡-òm-sc sX-c-sª-Sp-¡p-ó Im-cy-̄ nð B-h-iy-am-Wv.

-cm-{ão-btaJ-e-bnepÄs¸sS k-̀ -bv-¡v hy-àam-b km-aqln-I Im-
gv-N-̧ m-Sp-I-fp-ïv. cmjv{So-b-¡m-cnð k-̀ -bp-sS Im-gv-N-̧ m-Sp-I-tfm-Sv  
H¯p-t]m-Ip-ó-hcpw Añm-̄ -h-cp-ap-ïv. s]mXpth  H¯p-t]m-Ip 
-ó-hscóp IcpXs¸Spóhcpw Nne Imcy§fnð H¯pt]mIW 
saónñ. H¯pt]mIm¯hscóp tXmópóhcpw Nne Imcy§ 
fnð k`bpsS ImgvN¸mSpIsf AwKoIcn¡póhcmbncn¡mw. 
k-̀ m-hn-izm-kn-I-fnðXsó ]-e cm-{ão-b ]mÀ-«n-I-fp-sS-bpw A-\p-̀ m-
hn-Ifpw {]-hÀ-̄ -I-cp-ap-ïv. FñmhcpsSbpw kzm-X-́ y-s¯ k-̀   
am-\n-¡p-óp. 

k-̀  D-bÀ-̄ n-̧ n-Sn-¡p-ó ASnØm\ aq-ey-§Ä k-aq-l-̄ n-sâ  
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t£-a-̄ n\pw sI-«p-d-̧ n-\pw D-X-Ip-ó-Xm-Wv. Cuizchnizmkw, 
k-Xyw, \oXn, a-tX-X-c-Xzw, ]m-h-s¸«-h-tcm-Sp-Å {]-Xn-_²-X, aX-§ 
-tfmSpw a-XmßI{]-Øm-\-§-tfm-Sp-ap-Å B-Z-chv, -̀c-W-LS-\- 
tbmSpw tIm-S-Xn-tbm-Sp-ap-Å _-lp-am\w, P-\m-[n-]-Xyþam-\hn-I aq-ey 
-§-tfm-Sp-Å B-̀ n-ap-Jyw, k-ln-jvWp-X Fón-h k-̀ -bp-sS km-aq-ly 
-{]-t_m-[-\-̄ n-sâ A-́ -km-c-am-Wv. cm-Py-̄ n-sâ hn-I-k-\hpw sI-«p 
-d¸pw \n-e-\nð]pw P-\m-[n-]-Xy-s¯ i-àn-s -̧Sp-̄ p-ó-Xn-em-sW-óp  
k-̀  hn-iz-kn-¡p-óp. k` hnizkn¡pó aq-ey-§tfmSv cmjv{So ]mÀ 
«nIÄ¡pw Øm\mÀYnIÄ¡papÅ \ne]mSpIsfbpw hnebncp¯n 
thWw k`mwK§Ä k½XnZm\mhImiw hn\ntbmKn¡phm³.

P-\m-[n-]-Xy-t¯m-Sp \n-kw-K-am-b a-\-kv k-aq-l-̄ nð cq-]- 
s -̧Sm-Xn-cn-¡m³ cm-{ãn-b-̧ mÀ-«n-I-fpw kÀ¡m-cp-I-fpw \-b-§-fnð  
hy-à-X h-cp-t -̄ï-Xpïv. k-aq-l-Po-hn-Xs¯ \-in-̧ n-¡p-ó A-gn-aXn, hÀ-
Kob-X, kv-{Xo-I-tfmSpw Ip-«n-I-tfm-Sp-ap-Å A-Xn-{I-a§Ä, a-Zy-̄ n-sâ-bpw 
a-äp e-l-cn-h-kv-Xp-¡-fp-sS-bpw D-]-t`m-Kw C-h-bv-s¡ñm-sa-Xn-sc cm-{ãob-
I-£n-IÄ-¡p hy-àam-b \n-e-]m-Sp-IÄ D-ïm-hWw. A-{I-a-cm-{ãn-bw 
P-\m-[n]-Xy k-aq-l-̄ n-\p Xo-c-mI-f-¦-am-Wv. A-k-ln-jv-Wp-Xbpw P-\m-[n-
]-Xy-hn-cp-²am-b Im-gv-N-̧ m-Sp-Ifpw {]-hÀ-̄ -\-§-fp-w cm-{ãn-b-̧ mÀ-«n-IÄ 
D-t]-£n-¡-Ww. 

k-aq-l-̄ n-se Fñmhn-̀ m-K-§Ä¡pw D-]-I-cn-¡p-ó hnI-k-\ ]-cn-]m-Sn-
IÄ th-Ww kÀ-¡m-cp-IÄ B-hn-jv-I-cn-̈ p \-S-̧ m-t¡-ï-Xv. IÀ-jIÀ, Zfn-
XÀ, a-Õy-_-Ô-\-̄ n-teÀ-s -̧«n-cn-¡p-óhÀ, B-Zn-hm-knIÄ, kw-L-Sn-Xcpw 
A-kw-L-Sn-X-cpamb sXm-gn-em-fn-IÄ C§-s\ Fñm-hÀ¡pw AÀ-lam-b 
\o-Xn D-d-̧ p-h-cp-t -̄ï-Xp-ïv. s]m-Xp-hn-Zym-̀ ym-k cw-K-̄ p kÀ-¡mÀta-J-e-
bv-s¡m-̧ w kz-Im-cy-ta-J-e-bv¡pw -̀c-WL-S-\ \ð-Ip-ó kzm-X-{´yw kw-c-
£n-¡-s -̧tS-ï-Xp-ïv.  Cu cw-K-̄ v Fñm \yq-\-]-£-hn-̀ m-K-§Ä¡pw \
ym-bam-b A-h-Im-i-§Ä D-d-̧ m-¡p-ó \-b-§-fm-Wp kÀ-¡mÀ A-h-ew-_n-
t¡-ï-Xv.

sX-c-sª-Sp-̧ n-eq-sS \m-Sn-sâ `c-Ww G-Xm\pw hy-àn-I-fp-sS ssI-I-
fnð G-ð-]n¨p-sIm-Sp-¡p-ó-tXm-sS D-̄ -c-hm-ZnXzw I-gn-ªp F-óp Nn-́ n-
¡-cpXv. P-\-{]-Xn-\n-[n-IÄ X-§-fp-sS I-S-a F-{]-Im-c-am-Wp \nÀ-h-ln-¡p-
ó-sX-óp hn-i-Ie-\w sN-¿-s -̧SWw. A-hÀ-¡v B-h-iyam-b ]n-́ p-Wbpw 
Xn-cp-̄ -ep-Ifpw \ð-Ip-t¼m-gm-Wp P-\m-[n-]-Xy-hy-h-Ø-bn-se P-\-§-fp-sS 
A-[n-Im-cw s]mXp-\-ò-bv-¡m-bn hn\n-tbm-Kn- ¡-s -̧Sp-ó-Xv. 
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{]n-b-ap-Å-htc, sX-c-sª-Sp-̧ p-Ime-̄ p cm-jv-{Sob-̧ mÀ-«n-
IÄ D-ó-bn-¡p-ó Xm-Xv-¡m-en-Iamb B-tcm-]-W-§fpw {]-Xym-
tcm-]-W-§fpw F-ó-Xnð am{X-sam-Xp-§-cp-Xv \-½p-sS cm-{ão-b-hn-
i-I-e-\hpw ]u-c-t_m-[-hpw. \m-Sn-sâ kpØn-c Xm-Xv-]-cy-§fpw 
k-aq-l-\-ò-bpw ssZhn-I am-\pjn-I aq-ey-§fpw D-bÀ-̄ n-̧ n-Sn-¡p-ó ̀ -c-W-kw-hn- 
[m-\w \n-e-hnð h-cm³ {]-Xn-_²-X-tbm-Sp IqSn sX-c-sª-Sp-̧ p  
{]-{In-b-bnð \-ap-¡p ]-¦p tNcmw. AÀlcpw tbmKycpamb P\{] 
Xn\n[nIÄ sXcsªSp¡s¸Sm³ k`mwK§Ä {]mÀYn¡W 
saópw A`yÀYn¡póp.

Cutimbnð kv-t\-l-]qÀhw,

+IÀ-Zn-\mÄ tPmÀ-Pv B-e-tô-cn
kotdm a-e-_mÀ k-̀ bps-S ta-PÀ BÀ-̈ v-_n-j]v 

Im¡-\mSv auïv skâv tXma-Ên-epÅ taPÀ BÀ v̈_nj-̧ nsâ Im-
cym-e-b-̄ nð \nóv 2016-þmw Bïv amÀ¨p amkw 30þmw XnbXn \ðI-
s -̧«Xv. 

Cu kÀ¡peÀ 2016 G{]nð 10 RmbdmgvN IpÀ_m\at[y 
\½psS ]ÅnIfnð hmbnt¡ïXmWv.
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Prot. No. 0263/2015

taPÀ BÀ¨v _nj¸nsâ kÀ¡peÀ
2016 P\phcn 7 apXð 12 hsc Im¡\mSv auïv skâv  

tXmakv k`mtI{µ¯nð kt½fn¨ kotdm ae-_mÀ  

k`m sa{XmòmcpsS 24þmaXv kn\Unsâ  

{]Ya kt½f\¯n\ptijw Fñm kotdm ae-_mÀ  

hnizmknIÄ¡pw  thïn  taPÀ  BÀ¨v_nj¸v  IÀZn\mÄ tPmÀPv  

Be-tôcn ]pds¸Sphn¡pó kÀ¡peÀ.

Cutimaninlmbnð {]nb ktlmZco ktlmZc³amtc,

kmÀh{XnIk`bnð Icp-W-bpsS Pq_nen hÀjw DZvLm- 
S\w sN¿s¸SpIbpw Icp-W-bpsS hmXnð \½psS I¯o-{U-ep-I-
fnepw aäp sXcªSp¡s¸«  tZhm-e-b-§-fnepw Xpd-¡s¸Sp-Ibpw 
sNbvXXn\p tij-ap-ff kn\Uv Ignª P\p-h-cn-bnð IqSp-I-bp-ïm-
bn. Imcp-Wy-hm-\mb ]nXmhnsâ km£n-I-fmbn Cós¯ Ime-L-«-
¯nð {]hÀ¯n-¡phm\pw ImcpWyw Pohn-X-¯nsâ Fñm Xe-§-fnepw 
A\p-`-hn-¡p-hm\pw \ap¡v Bh-Ww. -Im-cpWy {]hÀ¯\w k`-bpsS 
kmaq-ly-{]-hÀ¯-\-§-fnð am{Xw HXp§n \nðt¡-ï-X-ñ. hyàn-]-c-
amb A\p-`-h-¯nð \nóv AXv Hcp Pohn-X-km-£y-am-bn-am-d-Ww. Fñm-
hÀ¡p-ambn Fñm-bvt¸mgpw \oXn-bp-tSbpw A\p-c-Ú-\-¯n-tâbpw 
hgn-IÄ Xpd-¡-s¸-S-Ww.- C-§-s\-bp-ff Imcp-Wy-{]-hÀ¯-\-§Ä k`- 
bnse Fñm-hn-`m-K-§-fp-tSbpw ]¦m-fn-¯-t¯msS kwL-Sn-¸n-¡p-
hm³ \ap¡v Ign-b-Ww. thZ-]mw-¢m-Êp-I-fnð \mw ]wn¨ 14 at\m 
-KpW {]hr¯nIÄ (im-co-cn-I-§-fpw, B²ym-ßn-I-§-fpw) A\p 
hÀ¯n-¡p-hm-\p-ff Ah-k-c-amWv Icp-W-bpsS hÀjw. Icp-W-
bpsS hÀj-¯nse t\m¼p-Imew Pohn-X-]-cn-hÀ¯-\-¯n-sâbpw  
Ime-ambn amäm³ ]cn-ip² ]nXmhv {^m³knkv amÀ¸m¸ 
Blzm\w sN¿p-I-bp-ïm-bn. AXn-\mbn "IÀ¯m-hn-\mbn 24 
aWn-¡qÀ' XpSÀ¨bmbn Fñm cq]-X-I-fpw {]mÀY\bnð sNe-
hgn¡phm³ Bh-iy-s¸-Sp-óp-ïv.- t\m-¼p-Im-e¯p \S-t¯ï 
A\p-Xm] ip{iq-j-tbbpw Bïp Ip¼-km-c-t¯-bp-amWv CXv 
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kqNn-¸n-¡p-ó-Xv. Cu Pq_nen hÀj-¯nð Icp-W-bpsS hmXnð  
Xpd-ónSpó I¯o-{U-ep-I-fnepw AXn-\mbn \ntbm-Kn-¡-s¸-«n-cn¡pó 
tZhm-e-b-§-fnepw XoÀ°m-S\w \S¯n ]qÀ®-Z-WvU-hn-tam-N\w t\Sp-
hm\pw Ghcpw {ian-¡p-a-tñm.

tdmanð \Só IpSpw-_-Po-hn-X-s¯-]-än-bp-ff sa{Xm³am 
-cpsS kn\-Unsâ shfn-¨-¯nð B[p-\n-I-Im-es¯ shñp-hn-
fn-Isf t\cn-Sm³ \½psS IpSpw-_-§sf {]m]vX-am-t¡-ï-Xm-
Wv Fóv kn\Uv A`n-{]m-b-s¸-«p. IpSpw-_-_-Ô-§-fnð Dïm-
Ipó XIÀ¨-I-fpsS Imc-W-§fpw ]cn-lm-c-§fpw AP-]m-e\ 
Xe-§-fnð hni-I-e-\w sN¿-ïXpïv. IpSpw-_-§-fnse ]pXnb 
shñp-hn-fn-Isf AXn-Po-hn-¡p-hm³ IpSpw_-PnhnX¡mÀ¡p ]cn- 
io-e\w \evIm³ sshZn-Icpw k\y-kvXcpw {]tXyIw {i²n-t¡-
ï-Xm-Wv. hnhm-l-¯n\p ap¼pw AXn-\p-ti-jhpw k` \evIpó  
]cn-io-e\ ]cn-]m-Sn-IÄ IpSpw-_mw-K-§-fpsS Bßobhpw [mÀ½n 
Ihpamb hfÀ¨sb henb tXmXnð kzm[o-\n-¡p-óp-ïv. IpSpw 
-_-§-fnse {]mb-am-b-hsc _lp-am-\n-¡m\pw Ah-cpsS imco 
-cn-Ihpw am\-kn-I-hp-amb BtcmKyw {i²n-¡p-hm\pw IpSpw-_mw- 
K-§Ä ]cn-{i-an-¡-Ww. Imcp-Wy-hÀj-¯nð IpSpw-_-Po-hn-X-¡mÀ 
¡p-ff amÀ¸m-¸-bpsS {]tXyI ]cn-K-W-\-bmWv hnhm-l-tIm-S-
Xn-I-fpsS {]hÀ¯-\-¯n-ep-ff efn-X-h-Xv¡-c-Ww.- kn\Uv Cu 
hnjbw NÀ¨ sN¿pIbpw C-¯cw \nb-a-\-S-]-Sn-I-fn-ep-ff t`-ZK-
Xn-IÄ Imcy-§Ä Xzcn-X-s¸-Sp-¯p-hm³ klm-bn¡psaóv hne 
bncp¯pIbpw sNbvXp. AtX kabw hnhml Pohn-X-¯nsâ 
IqZm-i-]-chpw ssZhn-I-hp-amb khn-ti-j-X-I-fnð Aev]w  
t]mepw {]m[m\yw Ipd¨p ImWm³ Cu \S-]-Sn-IÄ sImïv Dt±-in-
¡p-ón-ñ Fóp hyàam¡pIbpw sNbvXp.

\½psS P\-§-fpsS ImÀjn-I-{]-iv\-§fpw hnZym-`ymk taJ-
e-bnð \ne-\n-ev¡pó A\n-Ýn-X-¯hpw kn\Uv ]nXm-¡³amÀ 
DXv¡WvTtbmsSbmWv AhtemI\w sNbvXXv. -d-_À,- G-ew,-  
s\-ñv Dð¸m-Z-IÀ, £oc-IÀj-IÀ Fón-h-cpsS {]iv\-§-fnð  
A\p-`m-h-]qÀW \ne-]m-sS-Sp-¡p-hm³ _Ô-s¸« A[n-Im-cn-IÄ  
{i²n-t¡-ï-Xm-Wv. IkvXq-cn-cw-K³ dnt¸mÀ«nsâ A\-´c ^e 
-§fpw {]Iy-Xn-tem-e-{]-tZ-i-§Ä kw_-Ôn-¨p-ff {]iv\-§fpw k`m-]
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n-Xm-¡-òmÀ k{i²w NÀ¨ sN¿p-I-bp-ïm-bn. ImÀjnI hnZym-`ym-k-
ta-J-e-I-fpsS t£a-¯n-\mbn kÀ¡m-cp-IÄ \-evIn-bn-«p-ff hmKvZm-\-
§Ä ]men-¡-s¸-tS-ï-XmWv.

tIc-f-¯nse aZy-\-b-¯n-ep-ïm-Ipó KpWIc-amb amäw ÇmL-
\o-b-am-Wv. CXpt]mepff kmaq-ly-{]-iv\-§-fnð P\-ap-tóäw Dd-¸p-
h-cp-¯p-hm\pw IqSp-Xð Ah-t_m[w P\-§-fnð kyjvSn-¡phm\pw 
AKCC ¡v km[n-¡pw. Cu kwL-S-\-b¡v kÀÆ-hn[ klmb kl-
I-c-W-§Ä \evIp-hm³ Ghcpw {ian-¡p-a-tñm. 

\½psS k`-bpsS t{]jn-X-{]-hÀ¯-\-§Ä DuÀPnX-ambn 
\S-¡p-ó-Xnð k´p-jvSn-bp-ïv. AXn-\m-bp-ff ASSM ^ïv 
kzcq-]n-¡p-ó-Xn\v \n§Ä ImWn-¡pó Xmð]-cy-¯n\pw DZm-
c-amb kw`m-h-\-IÄ¡pw Cub-h-k-c-¯nð \µn-]-d-bp-óp. 
C´y-bnse {]hm-kn-I-fpsS AP-]m-e\ ip{iq-j-¡mbn _lp.- 
dmt^ð X-«nð ]n-Xm-hnsâ t\Xy-Xz¯nð IÀ½-]-cn-]m-Sn-IÄ 
Bkq-{XWw sN¿p-ó-Xmbn \n§Ä¡v Adn-bm-a-tñm. AXn-\mbn  
\mKv]qÀ tI{µam¡n Hcp Hm^okv {]hÀ¯n-¡pó Imcyw 
kt´m-j-]qÀÆw Adn-bn-¡p-óp. {]hm-kn-a-¡Ä¡p-ff hnkntä-
ä-dnsâ {]hÀ¯-\-§Ä¡v  Fñm-hn[ klm-b-k-l-I-c-W-§fpw  
\evI-W-saóv Cubh-k-c-¯nð HmÀ½n-¸n-¡p-óp. k`-bnse {]
hm-kn-I-fpsS AP-]m-e\ ip{iq-j-bnð IqSp-Xð Imcy-£-a-
Xbpw k`m-ß-I-]-¦m-fn-¯hpw Dd¸p hcp-¯p-hm³ Rm³ B{K-
ln-¡p-óp. CubnsS Im\-U-bnð FIvkmÀt¡äv Dïm-b-Xn-eq-
sSbpw aïym cq]-X-bpsS AXnÀ¯n-IÄ hym]n-¨-Xn-eq-sSbpw 
C¡m-cy-¯nð {Inbm-ß-I-amb hfÀ¨ ssIh-cn-¡p-hm³ \ap¡p 
km[n-¨p. k`-bpsS t{]jn-X-{]-hÀ¯-\-§sf hne-bn-cp-¯p-hm 
\pw ]pXnb t{]jn-X-{]-hÀ¯\ ]²-Xn-IÄ Bhn-jv¡-cn-¡p-hm 
-\p-ambn tIc-f-¯nð Z£n-W-ta-J-e-bnepw (h-S-hm-XqÀ) a²y-ta-J-
e-bnepw (Im-¡-\m-Sv) D¯-c-ta-J-e-bnepw (X-e-tÈ-cn) anj³ skan-
\m-dp-IÄ \S-¯p-hm³ kn\Up Xocp-am-\n-¨n-«p-ïv. KÄ^v cmPy-
§-fnse \½psS hnizm-kn-IÄ¡pff AP-]m-e\ ip{iq-j-IÄ 
IqSp-Xð Imcy-£-aam¡p-hm-\p-ff NÀ¨-IÄ ]ptcm-K-an-¡p-I- 
bm-Wv. Fsâ A_p-Zm_n kµÀi-\-¯n-sâbpw kn\Up \nb-an¨ sU-
etK-jsâbpw dnt¸mÀ«v Cu kn\-Unð Ah-X-cn-¸n-¡p-I-bp-ïm-bn. 
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]c¼cm-K-X-ambn \½psS ]qÀÆ-]n-Xm-¡-òm-cnð \nóp  
\ap¡p e`n-¨n-«p-ff hnizm-k-¯nsâ BtLm-j-amWv Bcm-[\m 
{Iaw. \½psS IpÀºm\ {Iaw Imtem-Nn-X-ambn ]cn-jvI-cn-¡p-
hm-\p-ff {ia-¯n-emWv k`m kn\-Uv. \½psS k`-bpsS X\-
Xmb ssZh-im-kv{X-]m-c-¼-cy-§fpsSbpw B²ym-ßn-I-XbpsS 
bpw `c-W-\n-ba-kw-hn-[m-\-§-fp-sSbpw ]Ým-¯-e-¯nð cïmw 
h¯n-¡m³ Iu¬knð hn`m-h\ sN¿pó coXn-bnð Cu \ho 
-I-cW {]{Inb \S-¯p-hm-\mWv Dt±-in-¡p-ó-Xv. Bcm-[-\m-
{I-a¯nsâ aqe `mj-bn-ep-ff {]mÀ°-\-I-fpsS ]qÀ®-cq]w  
kwc-£n-¡-s¸-tS-ïXv KZy-cq-]-¯n-em-b-Xn-\mð AXnsâ kwKo 
-Xm-ß-IX (Chants) {][m-\-s¸-«-Xm-Wv. C¡m-cy-¯nð ]co-£-Wm-Sn-
Øm-\-¯nð Nne CuW-§Ä kn\-Unð Ah-X-cn-¸n-¡p-I-bp-ïm-bn. 
Ip«n-I-fpsS BtLm-j-]qÀham-b -IpÀºm\kzoI-c-W-¯n-\pw BZy-
Ip¼kmc¯n\pw ]cnioe\w \evIpóXn\pÅ ]pkvXI¯n\v kn\Uv 
AwKo-I-mcw \evIn. \½psS Fñm CS-h-I-I-fnepw Ip«n-I-fpsS ]cn-io-
e-\-¯n\v Cu ]pkvXIw kzoI-cn-¡p-a-tñm. Cu hÀjw BKÌv amkw 
\S-¡pó kotdm ae-_mÀ Akw-»n-bpsS hni-Zmw-i-§Ä kn\-Unð 
Ah-X-cn-¸n-¨p. AXn-\m-bp-ff amÀK-tc-J (Lineamenta)  kn\Uv AKo-I-cn-
¡p-I-bp-ïmbn Akw-»n-bpsS apJy-hn-jbw ""B[p\nItemI¯nse 
shñphnfnIfpw k`bpsS {]Xyp¯chpw þ PohnX¯nse emfn 
Xyw, IpSpw_¯nse km£yw, {]hmknIfpsS ZuXyw''  FómWv.  
\½psS k`-bpsS Fñm cq]-X-I-fnepw Cu tcJ ]Tn¡pIbpw  
NÀ¨-sN-¿p-Ibpw sN¿p-a-tñm.- Cu Akw-»n-bpsS Ah-k-c-
¯nð \½psS k`- taPÀ BÀ¡n-F-¸n-kvt¡m-¸ð ]Z-hn-bn-
te¡v DbÀ¯s¸«Xnsâ cP-XPq-_n-en-bpsS DZvLm-S-\hpw \S- 
¯p-ó-Xm-Wv. 

hfsc ^e-{]-Zhpw kPo-h-hp-amb Nn -́IÄ¡pw  NÀ -̈IÄ¡pw  
Xocp-am-\-§Ä¡pw tijw P\phcn 12 þmw XobXn sshIptócw 
Bdp  aWn-tbmsS kn\Uv kam-]n-¨p. kn\-Unsâ Fñm {]hÀ 
¯-\-§fpw \½psS k`bpsS hfÀ¨bv¡pw \òbv¡pw D]-I-cn-¡p-ó-
Xn\v \n§-sf-ñm-h-cp-sSbpw {]mÀ°-\bpw kl-I-c-Whpw kvt\l-]
qÀÆw A`yÀ°n-¡p-óp.

Cutimbnð kvt\l-]qÀÆw, 
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amÀ tPmÀPv ImÀUn\ð Betôcn
kotdm ae_mÀ k`bpsS taPÀ BÀ¨p_nj¸v

Im¡-\mSv auïv skâv tXma-Ên-epÅ taPÀ BÀ¨v_nj-¸nsâ 
Imcym-e-b-¯nð \nóv 2016þmw Bïv  s^{_phcn  amkw 29 þmw 
XnbXn \ðI-s¸-«Xv.

N.B: Cu hnÚm]\w DNnXamb amÀK§fneqsS AXXp 
cq]X/AXncq]XIfnse sshZnIcptSbpw k\yØcptSbpw  
Aßmb ktlmZc§fptSbpw {i²bnð sImïphtcïXmWv-v.
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Prot. No. 0263/2016

CIRCuLAR oF  
tHe MAJoR ARCHBIsHoP

After the XXIV Synod of the Bishops of the Syro-Malabar 
Church, Session 1, held from 7 to 12 January 2016 in the Major 
Archiepiscopal Curia at Mount St Thomas, Kakkanad

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ, 

After the inauguration of the Jubilee Year of Mercy in the 
Universal Church and the opening of the Holy Door of Mercy 
in our Cathedrals and other designated churches, all the bishops 
of the Syro-Malabar Church gathered together for the Synod in 
the month of January.  The Synod observed that we should be 
able to live as witnesses of the Merciful Father in the contem-
porary world and to experience mercy in all the spheres of our 
lives.  Mercy should not be confined to the Social Apostolate of 
the Church.  From a personal experience of mercy, it should be-
come a life witness.  Door of mercy and reconciliation should 
be opened always for everyone.  Such acts of mercy should be 
organized through the cooperation of all sections of the people 
of God.   The Year of Mercy is the time to practice the fourteen 
corporal and spiritual works of mercy, about which we learned in 
our catechism classes.  Pope Francis has exhorted us to make the 
Lenten Season of this Year of Mercy, a time of personal conver-
sion.  Keeping this exhortation in mind, every eparchy is request-
ed to organize an initiative called “24 Hours for the Lord”.  This 
is also a reminder of the penitential service and the reception of 
the sacrament of reconciliation during the season of Lent. I hope 
that all of you would make every effort to receive the plenary 
indulgence in this year of mercy by making pilgrimages to those 
Cathedrals and other designated Churches where the Holy Door 
of Mercy is kept opened. 
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In the light of the Synod of Bishops in Rome on Family, 
the Syro-Malabar Bishops’ Synod suggested that our families 
should be equipped to face the challenges of the modern world. 
The causes for the ruptures in relationship in families and their 
solutions should be analyzed in the pastoral context.  Priests and 
the Consecrated Persons should take special care to train married 
people to face the new challenges of family life.  The training pro-
grammes offered by the Church, before and after marriage, have 
a big influence on the spiritual and moral growth of the family. 
Family members should strive to respect the elderly and take care 
of their physical and spiritual health.  Simplification of the pro-
cedures in the marriage tribunals manifests the special concern of 
the Holy Father for the families in the Year of Mercy.   The Synod 
discussed this topic and observed that the reformation of the law 
would help to accelerate the process of nullity of marriages.  At 
the same time, the Synod clarified that this does not intend to 
bring down the importance of the sacramental and divine charac-
teristics of married life.  

The problems faced by the farmers and the uncertainties in 
the field of education were analyzed by the Fathers of the Syn-
od with much anxiety.  The Synod appealed to the authorities 
concerned to take a compassionate approach towards solving the 
burning issues of farmers producing rubber, cardamom, paddy, 
and milk products.  The aftermath of Kasthurirangan report and 
the problems of the ecologically sensitive areas were discussed 
in detail by the Fathers of the Synod.  The Synod requested the 
government to keep up the promises it has made in the fields of 
agriculture and education.  

The change that is being brought about in the liquor policy in 
Kerala is commendable.  Catholic Congress (AKCC) is capable 
of ensuring the participation of people’s movements on similar 
social issues and creating greater awareness among the people re-
garding the same.  I appeal to all of you to wholeheartedly support 
this association.  
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I am glad to note with satisfaction that the evangelization 
mission of the Church is carried out very effectively.  I take this 
opportunity to thank you for the interest and the generous con-
tribution you made for organizing funds for the Association of 
Syro-Malabar Supporters of the Mission (ASSM).  I believe that 
you are informed of the various action plans being implemented 
for the pastoral care of the Syro-Malabar migrants in India under 
the leadership of Bishop Raphael Thattil.  I am happy to inform 
you that an office of the Apostolic Visitator is set up in Nagpur for 
this purpose.  I would like to remind you to support earnestly the 
efforts of the Apostolic Visitator for our migrants.  It is my earnest 
desire to make the pastoral care of migrants more efficient and 
ecclesiastically participative.   By the erection of an exarchate in 
Canada and the extension of the territory of the eparchy of Man-
dya, there has been a substantial growth in this area of pastoral 
concern. In order to evaluate the evangelization mission of the 
Church and to plan out new ventures of evangelization ministry, 
it has been decided to organize seminars on ‘Mission Ad Gentes 
Today’ in the southern (Vadavathoor), central (Kakkanad) and 
northern (Thalassery) regions of Kerala. Discussions are going 
on to improve the pastoral care for the faithful in Gulf region.  
The reports of my visit and the visit of the Synodal Delegation to 
Abu Dhabi were presented in the Synod.  

Liturgy is the celebration of our Faith received from our fore-
fathers by tradition.  The Synod has initiated a process of revi-
sion of the Taksa of our Holy Qurbana to adapt it to our present 
times.    The revision process will be carried out in the context 
of the unique theological traditions, spirituality and the adminis-
trative and canonical structures of our Church, as envisioned by 
the Vatican Council II. Since all the prayers of the Holy Qurbana 
in the original text are to be preserved in the prose form, we can 
also bring out its musical nature by chanting the prayers.  In this 
regard, as an experiment, certain tunes for chanting the liturgi-
cal prayers were introduced in the Synod. Synod approved the 
textbook for preparing children for the solemn reception of Holy 
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Communion and First Confession.  I trust that all the parishes of 
our Church would make use of this textbook for the preparation 
of children for the reception of these sacraments.  The details of 
the Major Archiepiscopal Assembly to be held in August this year 
were presented in the Synod.  The Synod approved the lineamen-
ta of the Assembly.  The theme of the Assembly is, “Response of 
the Church to the Challenges of Today” with the specification, 
‘Simplicity in Life, Witness in Family and Mission of the Mi-
grants’.  I hope that this document would be discussed and stud-
ied in detail in all the eparchies of our Church.  On the occasion 
of the Assembly, we will also be inaugurating the celebrations of 
the 25th anniversary of the elevation of our Church to the Major 
Archiepiscopal status.

After lively and fruitful discussions and decisions, the Synod 
was concluded on 12 January, at 6.00 pm. I request your valuable 
prayers and support so that the endeavors of the synod be fruitful 
for the growth and good of our Church.  

Yours cordially in Christ, 

+George Cardinal Alencherry
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church 

Given from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia at Mount St. 
Thomas, Kakkanad, on 29 February 2016. 

N.B.  The contents of this circular shall be made known to the 
Priests, Religious and Laity of all the Archeparchies/Eparchies of 
Syro-Malabar Church. 
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Prot.No. 1748/2016

taPÀ BÀ¨p_nj¸nsâ kÀ¡peÀ
2016 BKÌv 22 apXð sk]vä¼À 02 hsc  

auïv skâv tXmakv k`m tI{µ¯nð kt½fn¨  

kotdm ae_mÀ k`m sa{XmòmcpsS 24þmaXv   

kn\Unsâ ZznXob kt½f\¯n\ptijw Fñm  

kotdm ae_mÀ hnizmknIÄ¡pw thïn  

taPÀ BÀ¨v_nj¸v tPmÀÖv Betôcn  

]pds¸Sphn¡pó kÀ¡peÀ 

aninlmbnð {]nb ktlmZco ktlmZc³amtc,

BtKmf k`bv¡v {]tXy-In¨pw `mc-X-k-`bv¡v  A`n-am-\-I-c 
-amb \nanj§Ä {]Zm\w sNbvX aZÀ sXtc-kbpsS  hnip-²]Z  
{]Jym]\NS§pIfpsS ]Ým-¯-e-¯n-emWv kotdm-þ-a-e-_mÀ 
kn\Uv Cu Ignª HmKÌv amkw 17 apXð sk]väw¼À 02  
hsc Im¡-\mSv auïv skâv tXmaknð IqSn-b-Xv. kotdmþ 
ae-_mÀ k`-bpsS 24þmw kn\-Unsâ 2þmw kt½-f-\-¯n\v tijw 
Rm\pw \½psS k -̀bnse ]e ]nXm-¡-òmcpw tdmanð h v̈ \Só  
\ma-I-c-W-]-cn-]m-Sn-I-fnð kw_-Ôn-¡p-I-bp-ïm-bn. BZyta Xsó  
aZÀ sXtc-k-bpsS am²yØyw hgn `mc-X-k-`-bv¡pw, kotdm-þ-
a-e-_mÀ k`bv¡pw [mcm-f-ambn A\p-{Klw Dïm-Is« Fóv {]
mÀ°n-¡p-óp. sba-\nð \nóv ImWm-Xmb tSmw Dgp-óm-enð 
A¨sâ Xntcm-[m-\-¯nð kn\Uv DXv¡-WvT tcJ-s¸-Sp-¯p-
Ibpw At±-l-¯nsâ Xncn-¨p-h-c-hn-\mbn {]mÀ°n-¡p-Ibpw  
sNbvXp.  AtXm-sSm¸w Xsó Xo{h-hm-Zn-I-fmð sIme-sN-¿-s¸«  
{^m³knse ^m.-Pm¡vkv lta-ensâ \ncym-W-¯nð kn\Uv A\p-
tim-N\w tcJ-s¸-Sp-¯n. Ignª Ipd¨v \mfp-I-fmbn hntZ-i¯pw kz-
tZ-i-¯p-ambn hnizmkw Im¯pkq£n¨v cà-km-£n-I-fmb Fñm 
hnizm-kn-I-sfbpw A\p-kva-cn¨v  {]mÀ°n-¡p-Ibpïmbn. 

BsI 49 sa{Xm-òmÀ kw_-Ôn¨ Cu kn\-Unð NÀ¨ sNbvX  
{]k-à-amb hnj-b-§Ä \n§-fp-ambn ]¦p-sh-bv¡m³ B{K-
ln-¡p-I-bm-Wv. ap³ kt½-f-\-¯nsâ (P-\p-hcn 2016) Nne 
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kp{]-[m\ Xocp-am-\-§Ä hni-I-e\w sN¿p-Ibpw AXn-\p-ti-
j-w k`m-X-e-¯nð Dïmb  s]mXp kz`m-h-ap-ff Nne Imcy-§Ä 
A\p-kva-cn-¡pIbpw sNbvXp. A´cn¨ amÀ sPbnwkv ]g-bm-
änð ]nXm-hn\v BZ-cm-RvP-en-I-fpw {]mÀ°-\-bpw AÀ¸n¡pI 
bpw At±lw sa{Xm-\m-bn-cpó Ccn-§m-e¡-pS cq]-Xbv¡v A\p 
-tim-N-\w tcJs¸Sp¯pIbpw sNbvXp. 

IpSpw_ PohnX \ho-I-cWw

tdmanð \Só kmÀÆ-{XnI sa{Xm³ kn\-Unsâ  "amoris  
laetitia' (kvt\-l-¯nsâ B\-µw) Fó {]t_m[\tcJbpsS 
ASn-Øm-\-̄ nð IpSpw_ PohnXw \ho-I-cn-¡p-ó-Xn-\m-h-iy-amb 
\S-]-Sn-IÄ cq]-Xm-X-e-¯nð Bhn-jvI-cn-t¡-ï-Xp-ïv. ss{Ikv 
X-h-aq-ey-§Ä {]tXy-In¨v bph-P-\-§sf ]cn-io-en-¸n-t¡-ïXv 
Cónsâ Bh-iy-am-sWóv amoris laetitia DZvt_m-[n-̧ n-¡p-óp. `mcym- 
`À¯m-¡-òmÀ X½n-epw amXm-]n-Xm-¡-òmcpw a¡fpw X½n-ep-ap-ff  
IpSpw-_-{]-iv\-§-fnð Pohn-¡póhcpsS F®w Cós¯ kaq-
l-¯nð {Iam-Xo-X-ambn hÀ²n-¨p-sIm-ïn-cn-¡p-I-bm-Wv. \nÊm-c- 
amb Imcy-§-fpsS t]cnð t]mepw hnhml Pohn-X-¯nsâ BZy-
hÀj-§-fnð Xsó hnhm-l-tam-N-\-¯nsâ h¡n-te¡v \o§pó 
{]h-WX Bi-¦m-P-\-I-am-Wv. hnhm-l-¯n\v ap³]v IqSn-Xm-a-
kn-¡p-óXpw hnhm-l-¯n-\p-ap³¼p-ff ssewKnI _Ô-§fpw  
{InkvXob ]T\-§Ä¡v hncp-²-amb Zm¼Xy k¦-ev¸-§fpw Nne-
bn-S-§-fnð hÀ²n-¨p-h-cp-ó-Xmbn {i²-bnðs¸-«n-«pïv. AXp 
-t]mse Xsó DXvIWvTmIpe-amWv {`qWl-Xy, s]¬Ip-ªp-§sf 
\in¸n¡ð, XpS-§n-b-h. A\y-a-X-¯nð \nóv hnhmlw Ign-¡p-ó-
h-cp-sS-bpw, aäp ss{IkvXhhn`m-K-¯nð \nóv hnhm-l-_-Ô-¯nð 
GÀs¸-Sp-ó-h-cp-sSbpw F®w hÀ²n-¨p-h-cpó kml-Ncyw hfsc 
Kuc-h-t¯m-sS-bmWv ImtW-ï-Xv. 

ssZh-hnfn ]cn-io-e-\-I-f-cn-bmWv IpSpw-_w. ssZh-hnfn t{]m 
Õm-l\w Gähpw BZy-ambn \S-t¡-ïXv IpSpw-_-§-fn-em-Wv. 
amXm-]n-Xm-¡-fpsS D¯-c-hm-Zn-Xzhpw (responsible Parenthood), [mÀ 
½nI-amb ZuXyhpw km£y-s¸-Sp¯n a¡Ä¡v amXy-I-bm-Ip-hm³ 
Ghcpw {i²n-¡Ww. IpSpw-_-{]-iv\-§Ä¡v AP-]m-e-\-]-c-amb 
]cn-lmcw ImWp-hm-\p-ff thZn-bm-Wtñm CS-h-I. sshZn-Icpw, 
k\y-kvXcpw IpSpw-_-k-am-[m-\-¯n-\pw kpØn-Xnbv¡pw ap³ 
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Xq¡w sImSp¯v IpSpw-_-t{]-jn-XXz ip{iqj kPo-h-am-¡p-
hm³ {i²n-t¡-ï-Xm-Wv. sshZn-I-cpsS XpSÀ]-cn-io-e-\-]-cn-]m 
-Sn-bnð (Ongoing formation) Cu hnjbw DÄs¸-Sp¯n B\p-Im-en-
I-amb ]cn-lm-c-§Ä TtXSp-óXv \óm-bn-cn-¡pw. `h-\-k-µÀi-\w,  
tlmw anj³, IpSpw-_-bq-Wn-äp-I-fpsS tbmK-§Ä, Fónh CS-
h-I-bnse IpSpw-_-Po-hnX \ho-I-c-W-¯n-\pw, kpØn-Xn¡pw 
thïn {]hÀ¯n-t¡-ï-Xm-Wv. ^manen Iu¬kn-en§v ]cn-]m 
-Sn-IÄ CS-h-I-X-e-¯nepw s^mtdm\ Xe-¯nepw kwL-Sn-¸n-¡p-
óXv IpSpw_ PohnX {]XnkÔnI-fnð Ign-bp-ó-hsc klm-
bn-¡p-hm³ hgn-sbm-cp-¡pw. “amoris laetitia” Fó {]t_m-[\ 
tcJ IpSpw-_-bq-Wn-äp-IÄ hgnbpw IpSpw_ t{]jnX hn`mKw 
hgn-bpw bph-P-\-{]-Øm-\-§Ä hgn-bpw {]N-cn-¸n-t¡-ï-Xm-Wv.  
IpSpw_ {]mÀ°\ hnizm-k-ssI-am-ä-¯n\p-ff D¯a thZn-bm-Wv.  
aX-t_m-[\¢mkp-I-fnð IpSpw-_-Po-hnX aqey-§Ä¡v {][m\yw  
sImSp-t¡-ï-Xm-Wv. IqSp-Xð Ip«n-I-fp-ff IpSpw-_-§-fnð amXm 
-]n-Xm-¡fpw a¡fpw X½n-ep-ff _Ôw sa¨-s¸-«-Xm-sWóv  a\x 
imkv{X-Ú-òmÀ ]d-bp-óp. IpSpw_ inYn-eo-I-cWw IqSp-Xð 
kw`-hn-¡p-óXv AWp-Ip-Spw-_-§-fnð BsWó hkvXp-Xbpw {i²-
bnðs¸-«n«pïv. hnhm-l-tIm-S-Xn-bpsS {]hÀ¯-\-§Ä efn-X-h-XvI-
cn-¨n-«p-sï-¦nepw hnhm-l-_-Ô-¯nsâ IuZm-in-I-kz-`m-hhpw Cu 
IqZm-i-bpsS sFIy-hpw, Ahn-`m-Py-Xbpw XInSw adn-¨p-sIm-ïp-ff 
Hcp \S-]-Sn-{I-añ ]cn-ip² ]nXmhv {^m³knkv amÀ¸m¸ hn`m-h\w 
sN¿p-óXv Fóv Cu Ah-k-c-¯nð HmÀ½-s¸-Sp-¯-s«.--

taPÀ BÀ¡n F¸n-kvtIm-¸ð Akw»n

amÀt¯m-am-{In-kvXym-\n-I-fpsS CS-bnð \ne-hn-en-cpó "tbmKw'  
Fóv hnfn-¡-s¸-Spó ]pcm-X\ k`m-kw-hn-[m-\-¯nsâ ]p\ 
-cp-²-cn-¨Xpw \ho-Iy-X-hp-amb cq]-amWv kotdm-þ-a-e-_mÀ k`-
bpsS taPÀ BÀ¡n F¸n-kvtIm-¸ð Akw-»n. km[m-c-W-
bmbn taPÀ BÀ¨v_n-j¸v Aôp hÀ-j-¯n-sem-cn-¡ð hnfn-
¨p-Iq-«p-Ibpw k`m-ip-{iq-j-I-fp-sSbpw tkh-\-§-fp-sSbpw 
hnhn[ taJ-e-IÄ ]p\-c-h-tem-I\w sNbvXv IqSp-Xð ^e-{]-Z 
-amb amÀK§Ä Bcm-bp-Ibpw sN¿p-óp. Ime-¯nsâ Nphsc 
gp-¯p-IÄ a\-Ên-em¡n B\p-Im-enI temI-¯nð IqSp-Xð 
{Inbm-ßI-ambn hÀ¯n-¡p-ó-Xn\v D]-I-cn-¡pó Imcy-§Ä 
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2016 HmKÌv 25 apXð 28 hsc Ccn§me¡pS cq]XbpsS 
sImS-I-c- klrZb F³Pn\obdnwKv tImtfPnðh¨v \Só Akw-
»n-bnð NÀ¨ sN¿p-I-bp-ïm-bn. AXn-te-¡mbn k`m hnizm-
kn-I-fnð \nóv hnj-b-§Ä £Wn-¡p-I-bpw, cq]-X-IÄ, k\
ym-k-Øm-]-\-§Ä, {]hm-kn-k-aq-l-§Ä Fón-hn-S-§-fnð \nópw 
hnhn[ hnj-b-§Ä kam-l-cn-¡p-Ibpw sNbvXp. Ah-bnð Gäh-
pw IqSp-Xð \nÀt±-in-¡-s¸-«-h-bmb Pohn-X-¯nse emfn-Xyw, IpSpw- 
_¯nse km£yw, {]hm-kn-I-fpsS ZuXyw, Fóo aqóv B\p-Im-enI 
{]k-à-amb hnj-b-§sf Ipdn¨v NÀ¨bpw \S-¯n. Cu Akw-»n-
bnð \Só NÀ¨-I-sf-¡p-dn-¨pw, Xocp-am-\-§-sf-¡p-dn¨pw hniZambn 
asämcp tcJbneqsS \n§sf  Rm³   Adn-bn-¡póXmbncn¡pw.

{]Iy-Xn-kw-c-£Ww

]cn-ØnXn kwc-£-W-¯nð k`-bpsS kPoh ]¦m-fn-¯hpw  
{Inbm-ß-I-amb CS-s]-S-ep-Ifpw BWv kn\Uv NÀ¨ sNbvX 
asämcp hnj-bw. hoSpw ]cn-k-chpw hy¯n-bmbn kq£n-¡p-I, 
CS-h-I -]-ffnbpw Npäp-]m-Sp-Ifpw {]IyXn kwc-£-Wm-ß-I-ambn 
{Iao-I-cn-¡p-I, kvIqfp-I-fpw, Øm]-\-§fpw ipNn-bmbn ]cn-]m- 
en-¡p-I Fónh hfsc {][m-\-s¸-«-Xm-Wv. ]ôm-b¯pw, aäp {]
mtZ-inI `cWkwhn-[m-\-§-fpw, Kh¬sa-âp-ambn kl-I-cn¨v ]
cn-Øn-Xnsb kwc-£n-¡p-hm-\p-ff ]²-Xn-IÄ kl-I-c-Wm-Sn-
Øm-\-¯nð kwL-Sn-¸n-¡m-hp-ó-Xm-Wv. amen-\y-kw-kv¡-cWw 
imkv{Xo-b-am-bpw efn-X-ambpw \S-¯p-hm-\p-ff Ah-t_m[w 
Fñm-hÀ¡pw \ðtI-ï-Xm-Wv. `£-W-am-en-\y-§Ä hoSnsâ ]
cn-k-c-¯pw hgn-tbm-c-§-fnepw s]mXpØe-§-fnepw hen-s¨-dn-bm-
Xn-cn-¡m³ P\-§sf ]cn-io-en-¸n-t¡-ï-Xp-ïv. kwkv¡-cn-¡m³ 
_p²n-ap-«p-ff aäp ]ZmÀY-§-fpsS D]-tbmKw Hgnhm-t¡-ï-Xm-Wv.  
Cu Ah-t_m[w  cq]o-I-cn-¡p-hm³ Hcp ssI¸p-kvXIw (Hand-
book on Environmental Protection and Civic Sense) X¿m-dm-¡p-hm³ 
_Ô-s¸-«-hsc Npa-X-e-s¸-Sp-¯n-bn-«p-ïv. \½psS ]qÀÆn-IÀ D]-
tbm-Kn¨v Xe-ap-d-I-fmbn \ap¡v ssIam-dnb \ñ {]Iy-Xn-sbbpw  
ip²hmbp-hn-s\bpw IpSn-sh-f-f-s¯bpw Cu Xe-ap-dbv¡pw hcpw  
Xe-ap-dbv¡pw A§s\ Xsó ssIam-td-ïXp kmaq-ly-\o-Xn-bpsS 
Hcp hi-amWv FómWv k` ]Tn¸n¡p-ó-Xv.

]men-tb-änhv sIbÀ
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k`-bpsS {i² ]Xn-bvt¡ï asämcp {][m\ cwK-amWv ]men 
-tb-änhv sIbÀ.  kaq-l-¯nð hÀ²n¨p hcpó InS-¸p-tcm-Kn-I- 
tfm-Spw ac-Wm-k-ó-tcm-Spw kvt\l-t¯mSpw klm-\p-`q-Xn-tbmSpw 
IqsS s]dp-am-td-ï-Xp-ïv. Ahsc \ñ aW-¯n\v Hcpt¡-ïXv k`-
bpsS Npa-X-e-bm-Wv. Nne-bn-S-s¯ñmw ]men-tb-änhv sIbÀ skâd-
pIÄ Bcw-`n-¨n-«p-f-fXv kt´m-j-I-c-amb Imcy-am-Wv. Bh-iy-amb 
CS-§-fn-señmw C¯cw kwcw-`-§Ä cq]-Xm-X-e-¯nð XpS-§p-óXv \
óm-bn-cn-¡pw. k\ym-k-k-aq-l-§-fpsS kl-I-cWw Du Imcy-¯nð tX-
Sm-hp-ó-Xm-Wv.

hnhn[ I½oj\pIÄ

\½psS k`bpsS {]hÀ¯\§sf IqSpXð kPoham¡p 
óXn\pw AXn\p t\XrXzw \ðIpóXn\pw cq]oIcn¨n«pÅ 
I½oj\pIfpsSbpw Un¸mÀ«psaâpIfpsSbpw Hm^okpIfpsS 
bpw {]hÀ¯\§Ä kn\Unð hne-bn-cp-¯p-I-bp-ïm-bn. kn\-
Uð skan-\m-cn-I-fmb Bep-h, tIm«-bw, Iptóm-¯v, kXv\m 
skan-\m-cn-I-fnð At\Iw sshZnImÀ°nIÄ \½psS k`-bv 
¡p-thïn ]utcm-lnXy ]cn-io-e\w \S-¯póp FóXv A`n-am-\-
I-c-am-Wv. CXn\p ]pdsa k\ym-k-k-`-I-fpsS skan-\m-cn-I-fpw, 
ssa\À skan-\m-cn-Ifpw Dïv. sshZn-I-]-cn-io-e\¯nsâ {]m 
[m\yw IW-¡n-se-Sp¯v k`-bpsS Fñm Xe-§-fnepw ssZh-hn-
fn t{]mÕm-l-\-¯n\v {]tXyIw Xmev]cyw ImWn-t¡-ï-Xp-ïv.  
{]tXy-In¨pw anj³ cq]-X-I-fn-te-bv¡pw, anj-\nð {]hÀ¯n-
¡pó k\ym-k-k-aql§fpsS t{]mhn³kpIfnte-bv¡pw, ssZh 
-hn-fnsb t{]mÕm-ln-¸n-¡p-hm³ CS-h-I-hn-Im-cn-amÀ Ah-k-c-
sam-cp-t¡-ï-Xm-Wv. ssZh-hnfn t{]mÕm-l-\-¯n-\mbn kn\Uv  
Xe-¯nð Hcp I½o-j³ {]hÀ¯n-¡pó Imcyw \n§Ä¡-dn-hp-
f-f-Xm-W-tñm. k`-bnð k\ykvX-cpsS ip{iqj hfsc {][m 
-\-s¸-«-Xm-Wv. tIc-f-¯nð kv{XoIÄ¡mbpÅ k\ym-k-k-aql 
§fn-te-¡pw ktlm-Z-cÀ¡mbpÅ kaÀ¸nXkaql§fntebv 
¡pw (Brotherhood) ssZh-hnfn Ipd-ªp-sIm-ïn-cn-¡p-óXv {i²n 
¡s¸tSïXmWv. sshZnImÀ°n-I-fpsS F®-¯nð Imcy-amb 
Ipd-hn-sñ-óXv Bim-h-l-am-Wv. ]utcm-ln-Xy-Po-hn-X-̄ nse kaÀ 
¸nX ip{iq-jbv¡mbn aptóm-«p-h-cpó skan-\m-cn-¡mscbpw,  
AÀ°n-I-sf-bpw, A`n-\-µn-¡p-ó-tXm-sS¸w Ahsc k`m-tk-h 
-\-¯n-\-b¨ amXm-]n-Xm-¡-tfmSv k`-bv¡p-ff \µnbpw Rm³ Adn-
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bn-¡-s«. ssZh-hnfn t{]mÕm-l-\-¯n\v _lp. hnIm-cn-b-¨-òm-
cp-sS-bpw CS-h-I-bnð {]hÀ¯n-¡pó _lp. kntÌgvknsâ 
bpw {]tXyI {i²bp-ïm-I-W-saóv Cu Ah-k-c-¯nð Rm³ 
DZvt_m-[n-¸n-¡p-óp. sshZnI-]-cn-io-e-\-¯n\v km¼-¯n-I-ambn 
klm-b-sa-¯n-¡p-hm³ Aevamb ktlm-Z-c-§fpw aptóm«v  
htc-ï-Xm-Wv. A§s\ sshZn-IÀ, k\y-kvXÀ, IpSpw-_mw-K-§Ä,  
aXm-²ym-]-IÀ Fñm-hcpw Hs¯m-cp-an¨v ssZh-hnfn t{]mÕm-ln-
¸n-t¡-ï-Xp-ïv. kz´w cq]-Xbnepw kz´w cq]-X-bnse k\ym 
-k-k-aq-l-§-fn-epw Fó-Xp-t]mse Xsó anj-\nð {]hÀ¯n-
¡pó cq]-X-Ifntebv¡pw-, k\ym-k-k-aql§fn-tebv¡pw ssZh 
-hnfn t{]mÕm-ln-¸n-¡-Ww. 

"IpSpw-_-̄ n-\pw AevambÀ¡pw -th-ïn-bp-ff taPÀ BÀ¡n  
F¸nkvt¡m¸ð I½o-j³', "IpSpw-_-¯n-\pw, AevambÀ¡pw, 
Poh-\pw -th-ïn-bp-ff taPÀ BÀ¡n F¸nkvt¡m¸ð I½o-j³' 
Fóm¡n ]p\À\m-a-I-cWw sNbvXn-«p-ïv. IpSpw-_-Po-hn-X-¯nsâ 
{]m[m-\yhpw, Pohn-X-km-£yhpwt]mse Xsó {][m-\-s¸-«-XmWv 
Pohsâ aqeyw Im¯p-kq-£n-¡p-hm-\p-ff D¯-c-hm-Zn-Xzw. IpSpw-
_-Po-hnX \ho-I-c-W-s¯-¸änt\cs¯ kqNn-¸n-¨n-cp-ó-tñm. aX-
t_m-[-\-I½ojsâ  {]m[m\yw IW-¡n-se-Sp¯v tIc-f-¯nepw, 
tIc-f-¯n\p ]pd-¯pw, BtKm-f-X-e-¯nepw kotdm-þ-a-e-_mÀ k`- 
bpsS aX-t_m-[\ ]mTy]²Xn \S-¸n-em-¡m³ Cu I½o-jsâ 
t\Xy-Xz-¯n-ep-ff ]cn-{i-a-§-fp-ambn Fñm-hcpw kl-I-cn-¡p- 
a-tñm. aX-t_m-[\ ¢mÊp-IÄs¡m¸w Xsó IpSpw-_w, CS-h-I, 
Bcm-[-\-{Iaw XpS-§n-b-h-sbñmw hnizm-k-]-cn-io-e-\-¯n-\p-ff 
thZn-I-fm-I-Ww. bph-P-\-§-fpsS k`-bnse ]¦m-fn¯w Fñm 
Xe-¯nepw IqSpð kPo-h-am-t¡-ï-Xp-ïv. AXn-\mbn bph-P-\-
I-½o-j³ X¿m-dm-¡nb kotdmþ ae-_mÀ bq¯v aqhvsaânsâ  
\nb-am-hen kn\Unð AwKo-I-cn-¨p. Cu ASp-¯-Im-e¯p  
t]mf-ïnð \Só thÄUv bq¯v tUbnð \½psS k`-bnð  
\nóp-ïmb bph-P-\-{]m-Xn-\n[yw A`n\-µ-\mÀl-am-Wv. 
It¯m-en¡m tIm¬{K-Ênsâ {]hÀ¯-\-§Ä hne-bn-cp-¯p-
Ibpw AXnsâ \nbam-h-en¡p AwKo-Imcw \ðIp-Ibpw 
sNbvXp.  k`-bnð k\y-kvX-cpsS ip{iqj hne-s¸-«-Xm-Wv. cq]-Xm-
X-e-¯nepw, CS-h-I-X-e-¯n-epw, k\y-kvX-cp-ambn \ñ _Ôw ]peÀ 
¯p-hm³ _Ô-s¸-«-hÀ {ian-¡p-a-tñm. hnZym-`ymk cwK¯pw 
BXp-c-tk-h-\-cw-K¯pw k\ym-k-kaql§Ä \S-¯pó Øm]-
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\-§Ä tbip-hnsâ Icp-WmÀ{Z-amb kvt\l-¯n\pw kphn-ti-
h-Xv¡-c-W-¯n-\p-ap-ff thZn-I-fmbn amtd-ï-Xm-Wv. kaÀ¸nXÀ 
¡mbpÅ I½o-j-\pw, kotdmþ ae-_mÀ tIm¬^-d³kv t^mÀ 
dneo-Pn-bkpw Cu Imcy-¯nð \S-¯pó t\XyXzw ÇmL-\o- 
b-am-Wv.

tIc-f-¯n\p ]pd¯pw C´y-bn-ep-ap-ff kotdm-þ-a-e-_mÀ a¡-
fpsS AP-]m-e-\-Im-cy-§Ä¡mbn  Hcp Apostolic Visitator s\  
\nb-an-¨n-«p-ff Imcyw \n§Ä¡-dn-bm-a-tñm. \mKv]qÀ tI{µ-
am¡n CXn-\mbn Hcp Hm^okv {]hÀ¯n-¡p-óp-ïv. Cu hntÌ-ä-
dmb amÀ dmt^ð X«nð ]nXm-hnsâ t\Xy-Xz-¯nð \S-¯pó  
Atkm-kn-tb-j³ Hm^v kotdm ae-_mÀ (ASSM)  anj³kt¸mÀ 
«n\v \nÀtem-]-amb klm-b-k-l-I-c-W-§Ä \ðI-W-saóv Cu 
Ah-k-c-̄ nð DZvt_m-[n-̧ n-¡p-óp. CXnsâ t]cv kotdm ae_mÀ  
anj³ Fóm¡n kn\Uv ]p\À\maIcWw sN¿pIbpïmbn.  
t{]jnX {]hÀ¯-\-¯n-\pw, {]hm-kn-A-P-]m-e\ ip{iq-j-
bv¡p-ambn Dff I½o-jsâ dnt¸mÀ«v kn\-Unð Ah-X-cn-
¸n-¡p-I-bp-ïm-bn. C´ybv¡v ]pd¯v bqtdm-¸nð þ t{Käv 
{_n«-\n-ep-ff hnizm-kn-IÄ¡p-thïn \ap¡v Hcp cq]-X e`n¨Xpw, 
AXnsâ {]Ya sa{Xm-\mbn amÀ tPmk^v  {km¼n-¡-en-s\ \nb-an¨X-
pw  \n§Ä Adn-ªn-cn-¡p-a-tñm. bqtdm-¸nse CX-c-cm-Py-§-fnse 
AP-]m-e\ip{iq-j-IÄ t{ImUo-I-cn-¡p-ó-Xn\v Apostolic Visita-

tor  Bbn amÀ Ìo^³ Nnd-̧ -W-̄ n-s\bpw CubnsS ]cn.- ]n-Xmhv \nb- 
an-¨n-«p-ïv. aän-S-§-fnð {]tXy-In¨v KÄ^v cmPy-§-fnð DuÀPn-X-
amb AP-]m-e\ ip{iq-j-bv¡p-th-ïn-bp-ff {ia-§Ä XpS-cp-I-
bm-Wv. KÄ^nse k`m-t\-Xy-Xz-hp-ambn CubnsS kn\Uv ]nXm- 
¡-òmÀ \S-¯nb NÀ¨-I-fpsS hniZ-hn-h-c-§Ä kn\Unð Ah-X-cn-¸n-
¡p-I-bp-ïmbn. 

tPmen kw_-Ôn¨pw ]T\-¯n-\p-ambn \m«nð \nópw A\y-
Ø-e-§-fn-te¡v t]mIp-ó-hÀ kz´w CS-h-I-bnð \nóv hnIm-cn-
b-¨sâ Fgp¯p sImïp-t]m-Ip-ó-Imcyw HmÀ½-s¸-Sp-¯p-óp.  
]pXnb Øe¯p sNóv Ahn-Sps¯ _Ô-s¸« A¨\v B 
I¯v ImWn¨ cPn-ÌÀ sN¿p-Ibpw \½psS k`-bpsS BXvao-b 
-Im-cy-§Ä¡pw, \½psS k`-bpsS AP-]m-e-\-ip-{iq-jbv¡pw 
Dff kuIcyw D]-tbm-K-s¸-Sp-¯-pIbpw sN¿W-saóv A`yÀ°n-
¡p-óp. CXn-\mbn Hcp “migrants form” X¿m-dm-¡n-bn-«p-f-fXv D]-
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tbm-Kn-t¡-ï-Xm-Wv. aäp Øe-§-fnð \nópw hnhm-l-¯n-\mbn  
\m«n-tebv¡v hcp-t¼mÄ Ahn-sS-bp-ff kotdm-þ-a-e-_mÀ ssh 
Zn-I-\nð \nóp-ff I¯v (Ip-dn) sImïp-h-tc-ï-Xm-Wv.

\½psS \m«nð aX hntZz-j-w- hÀ²n-¨p-h-cpóXpw Xo-{h-hmZ kwL-
S-\-Ifn-tebv¡v \½psS a¡Ä hgnsXän-t¸m-Ip-óXpw Bi-¦m-P-\-
I-am-Wv. tZio-b-X-e-¯nð cq]-s¸-«p-sIm-ïn-cn-¡pó ]pXnb tZiob 
hnZym-̀ ymk _nð (national education bill) \q\-]-£-§sf l\n-¡pó coXn-
bn-te¡v t]mIp-óXv A]-e-]-\o-b-am-Wv.

kotdm-þ-a-e-_mÀ k -̀bpsS HutZymKnI B´w (Official anthem)  
Ah-k-tcm-NnX-ambn D]-tb-Kn-¡p-hm³thïn kn\-Unsâ Ah-k-
c-¯nð {]kn-²-s¸-Sp-¯p-Ibpïmbn. hfsc ^e-{]-Zhpw kPo- 
h-hp-amb Nn´-IÄ¡pw NÀ¨-IÄ¡pw- Xo-cp-am-\-§Ä¡pw -tijw 
sk]vXw-_À 2þmw XobXn D¨-tbmsS kn\Uv kam-]n-¨p. kn\-Un-
sâ Fñm {]hÀ¯-\-§fpw \½psS k`-bpsS hfÀ¨bv¡pw  
\òbv¡pw D]-I-cn-¡p-ó-Xn\p \n§-sf-ñm-h-cp-sSbpw {]mÀ°- 
\bpw kl-I-c-Whpw kvt\l-]qÀÆw A`yÀ°n-¡p-óp.

Cutim-bnð kvt\l-]qÀÆw,

ImÀUn-\ð tPmÀÖv Be-tôcn
kotdmþ ae-_mÀ k`-bpsS taPÀ BÀ¨v _nj¸v

Im¡-\mSv auïv skâv tXma-kn-ep-ff taPÀ BÀ¨p _nj-
¸nsâ Imcym-e-b-¯nð \nóv Unkw_À 1 mw  Xo-bXn \ðI- 
s¸-«-Xv.

NB:   Cu hnÚm-]\w DNn-X-amb amÀ¤-§-fn-eqsS AXXp 
cq]X / AXn-cq-]-X-I-fnse sshZnI-cp-sSbpw k\y-kvX-cp-sS 
bpw Aevamb ktlm-Z-c-§-fp-sSbpw {i²-bnð sImïph-tc- 
ï-Xm-Wv.
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Prot. No. 1748/2016

CIRCuLAR oF  
tHe MAJoR ARCHBIsHoP 

To all the faithful of the Syro-Malabar Church after the XXIV 
Synod (2016), Session 2, of the Bishops of the Syro-Malabar  
Church held from 22 August  to 2 September 2016 at the Major 
Archiepiscopal Curia at Mount St. Thomas, Kakkanad, Kochi

My dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ,

The second session of the 24th Synod of the Syro-Malabar 
Church was held from 22 August to 2 September 2016 at Mt. St. 
Thomas, Kakkanad at a time when the Universal Church and the 
Catholic Church of India felt immense joy at the canonization 
of Mother Teresa. Several bishops from our Church including 
myself attended the canonization ceremony after the conclusion 
of the Synod. I pray that the Church of India and specially the 
Syro-Malabar Church may receive abundant blessings of God 
through the intercession of St. Mother Teresa.

The Synod expressed its anxiety at the long delay for the re-
lease of Fr. Tom Uzhunnalil from captivity and prayed for his 
early return. It also expressed its deep shock at the brutal killing 
of Fr. Jacques Hamel in France. The Synod also prayed for those 
who were martyred for their faith in different countries of the 
world.

I am sharing in this letter a brief summary of the discussions 
of the major topics in the Synod attended by 49 bishops. The Syn-
od made an assessment of some of the topics discussed in the pre-
vious synod (2016) and brought to the attention of the members 
some events that took place in the Church after the previous Syn-
od. It also paid homage to late Mar James Pazhayattil and offered 
prayers for the repose of his soul and also offered its condolences 
to the Eparchy of Irinjalakuda where he was the Bishop.
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Renewal of Family life:

It was felt that steps should be taken at the eparchial level to 
renew family life under the direction of the Apostolic Exhorta-
tion, Amoris Laetitia, published after the conclusion of the Synod 
in Rome.  The Apostolic Exhortation urges the families to pay 
more attention to instilling Christian values in the minds of young 
people. The number of families living in conflicts either between 
the spouses or between the parents and their children are incred-
ibly on the increase in the present day society. The tendency of 
many families breaking up in the very first years of their lives 
together on apparently flimsy grounds is very alarming. The in-
creasing practice of cohabitation before marriage, premarital sex 
and ways of life contrary to the Christian morality in the lives 
of some of the faithful has also been noted. Equally disturbing 
are the instances where the Catholic couples indulge in abortions, 
female infanticide, etc. Also there is an alarming increase in the 
number of inter-religious and interdenominational marriages. 

Family is the breeding ground of vocations and it should 
be the place where vocations are nurtured. Parents should live 
a model Christian life, witnessing to an authentic Christian life 
that is responsible and morally upright. Parishes are the places 
where pastoral solutions are offered to families experiencing cri-
ses. Hence, priests and the consecrated men and women should 
aim at strengthening the ministry of family apostolate giving pri-
mary importance to peace and welfare of the families. It would 
be very beneficial if these topics could be included in the ongoing 
formation of priests and solutions sought relevant to the present 
day situations.

Visits to families, family unit gatherings and home mission 
meetings should be used for the renewal of family life and to 
strengthen the stability of families. It will be very helpful for the 
families in crisis to have family counseling programmes organ-
ized at parish/forane levels. It would also be very beneficial if  
the ideas discussed in the Amoris Laetitia are disseminated  
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though family units and Family Apostolate and Catholic  
Youth organizations.

Family prayers are very important for the transmission of 
the faith. Values that strengthen family life should become part 
of the Catechetical instruction. Psychologists are of opinion that 
the families with more children will have a very healthy relation-
ship between parents and the children. It is also felt that nuclear 
families are more exposed to the risk of family instability. Even 
though the procedure in marriage tribunals is being simplified, 
the Holy Father does not envisage any diminution of the empha-
sis on the unity and indissolubility of marriages.

Major Archiepiscopal Assembly:

The Major Archiepiscopal Assembly is the modern version of 
the ancient practice of Yogam that was in vogue with St. Thomas 
Christians in the past centuries. The Major Archbishop convokes 
the General Assembly once in every five years to evaluate the vi-
ability and usefulness of the various ministries and apostolates. In 
the assembly that was held at Sahrudaya College of Engineering 
and Technology, Kodakara in the Eparchy of Irinjalakuda from 
25-28 August 2016, it was discussed how to intervene creative-
ly in the contemporary world having in mind the present trends 
of the society. For this, proposals of themes were invited from 
eparchies, religious congregations and Pravasi communities. The 
three prominent topics that came up in the proposals - Simplicity 
in Life, Witness in families and Mission of Migrants - were taken 
up for discussion. I will brief you about the discussions on these 
topics at the Assembly in another letter.

Protection of the Environment

Another important topic that was discussed at the Synod was 
concerned with the protection of the environment and the creative 
role of the Church in that regard. Keeping the house and its sur-
roundings, parish church and its grounds, schools and institutions 
clean and echo-friendly is an important step in this direction. We 
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could organize participatory environmental protection drives in 
cooperation with the Government and the local civic bodies like 
the panchayats. People should be given education in simple and 
scientific waste disposal methods. People have to be trained not to 
throw the waste on roadsides or on the sides of the streets. Mate-
rials that are non-degradable should not be used. A handbook on 
Environmental Protection and Civic Sense is being prepared. The 
Church teaches that it is part of social justice to protect the nature, 
the air and the water that we have received as patrimony from our 
forefathers and to hand it over to the next generation for its use.

Palliative Care

Palliative care is an area where the Church has to pay special 
attention as it deals with the life of people who are terminally ill 
and experience a lot of sufferings. They should be treated with 
great compassion and love. It is a matter of great comfort that 
many of our eparchies and religious congregations have started 
palliative care centres in different parts of the country. But much 
more has to be done in this area. The assistance of religious con-
gregations has to be sought in this ministry.

Commissions and Committees

The reports of various commissions, committees, depart-
ments and offices which have been dealing with the various min-
istries of the Church were evaluated at the Synod. 

It is a matter of great joy that several hundreds of seminarians 
are being trained at the synodal seminaries of Alwaye, Kottayam, 
Kunnoth and Satna. Along with these, there are also major sem-
inaries belonging to various religious congregations and minor 
seminaries for the training of seminarians.

More encouragement should be given to the promotion of vo-
cations, taking into account the importance of vocations for the 
Church. Parish priests have to encourage vocations for mission 
eparchies and religious congregations working in the missions. 
As you are aware, at the Major Archiepiscopal Curia there is a 
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Commission working for the promotion of vocations.  The minis-
try of the consecrated in the Church is very important. It is to be 
noted that vocations are diminishing in Kerala to congregations 
for women and congregations for brothers. It is an encouraging 
fact that there is no diminution in the number of priestly voca-
tions. While congratulating the seminarians and aspirants, I also 
convey the profound gratitude of the Church to their parents for 
having sent their children for the ministry in the Church.  I would 
urge the parish priests and sisters to promote religious vocations. 
The laity should come forward to support financially the training 
of seminarians and sisters. In that way, all the various sections 
of the Church would be involved in the promotion of vocations. 
There should be a sincere attempt to promote vocations equally 
for the local eparchies as well as for mission eparchies.

It was decided to rename the Commission for Family and the 
Laity as the Commission for Family, the Laity and Life. The re-
sponsibility for preserving the value of Life is as important as the 
preservation of family life. I have already mentioned the impor-
tance of the renewal of family life.

I am sure everyone will cooperate with the efforts of the Cat-
echetical Commission to implement the Syro-Malabar Catecheti-
cal Syllabus in all the centers of Catechetical instruction in Kerala 
and outside. Along with Catechism classes, parishes, families and 
liturgical celebrations should also become centres of catechetical 
instruction. Participation of the Youth in the Church should also 
be encouraged. The Statutes of the Syro-Malabar Youth Move-
ment were approved at the Synod. The participation of the repre-
sentatives of the youth in the recently held World Youth Day in 
Poland is worthy of special mention.

The working of the Catholic Congress was evaluated and its 
Statutes were approved.  The ministry of the religious is very im-
portant in the life of the Church. There should be a good relation-
ship with the religious at the parish and eparchial level. The edu-
cational and health care institutions run by the religious should be 
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centres of love and mercy.  The efforts undertaken by the Com-
mission for the Institutes of Consecrated Life and the Syro-Mala-
bar Conference of the religious are praiseworthy.

As you are aware, an Apostolic Visitator has been appointed 
for the faithful who live in the different States of India, outside 
the Syro-Malabar eparchies. The Apostolic Visitator has been 
working with an office at Nagpur.  I am also requesting you to of-
fer your support to the ASSM working under the direction of Mar 
Raphael Thattil, the Apostolic Visitator. ASSM has been renamed 
as the Syro-Malabar Mission.

The report of the Commission for Evangelization and Pastoral 
Care of Migrants was presented at the Synod. You have known, 
I am sure, that a new eparchy was created for the Syro-Malabar 
faithful in Great Britain and that Mar Srampikal was appointed 
the new bishop.  Mar Stephen Chirappanath was appointed the 
Apostolic Visitator for the Syro-Malabar Catholics in Europe. Ef-
forts are being made for the arrangement of the pastoral care of 
the faithful in the Gulf countries. The discussions held with the 
hierarchy of the Gulf regions were presented at the Synod.

Those who leave for jobs or studies abroad are requested to 
carry letters from their home parishes in Kerala. In that way, they 
can register themselves in the Syro-Malabar parishes and com-
munities there and make use of the provisions for pastoral care 
and liturgical celebrations of our Church in those countries. They 
are urged to make use of the Special Migrants Form that has been 
prepared for this purpose. Those who are coming home for mar-
riages should bring letters from their Sryo-Malabar parish priests 
abroad stating their freedom to marry (Kuris).

We have seen with great anxiety the growing spirit of ha-
tred and violence among different religions in our Country. The 
new Educational policy that is being drafted by the Central Govt. 
makes the minority communities of India very apprehensive of 
the future.
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I am happy to let you know that the official anthem of the 
Syro-Malabar Church was published at the time of the Synod. Af-
ter great discussions and sharing, the Synod concluded by noon 
on 2 September. I request your prayers and support so that all the 
activities of the Synod may contribute to the growth and develop-
ment of the Church.

George Cardinal Alencherry
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church 

 

Given from the Major Archiepiscopal Curia of the Syro-Ma-
labar Church at Mount St Thomas, Kakkanad on 1 December 
2016.

N.B: This circular is to be brought to the attention of the priests, 
religious and laity of the respective eparchies/archeparchies through 
suitable means.
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kotdm- a-e-_mÀ {]hm-kn-I-Ä¡mbpÅ t{Käv {_n«¬ cq]Xm{]Jym]\hpw 

bqtdm¸nse A¸-kvtXm-enIv hnkn-täädpsS \nba\hpw

kÀ¡peÀ
Prot. No. 1298/2016

kotdm ae-_mÀk`bpsS taPÀ BÀ¨v_nj¸v  

tPmÀPv Be-tôcn sa{Xm-t¸m-eo¯  

Xsâ kl-ip-{iq-j-I-cmb sa{Xm-t¸m-eo-¯amÀ¡pw  

sa{Xm³amÀ¡pw sshZn-IÀ¡pw kaÀ¸n-XÀ¡pw  

Xsâ AP-]m-e\ ip{iq-jbv¡v Gev]n-¡-s¸-«n-cn-¡pó  

Fñm ssZh-P-\-¯n\pw Fgp-Xp-ó-Xv. 

IÀ¯m-hnsâ Ir] \n§-tf-h-tcmSpw IqsS Dïm-bn-cn-¡s«.

aninlmbnð {]nb ktlmZcoktlmZcòmtc,

Cutimaninlmbv¡p kvXpXnbmbncn¡s«!  

kotdm-a-e-_mÀ k`bnð 50 e£-t¯mfw hnizm-kn-I-fp-ïv. 
CXnð 6 e£-t¯mfw t]À k`-bpsS 32 cq]-X-IÄ¡pw Hcp 
A¸tÌmenIv FIvkmÀt¡än\pw ]pd¯v {]hm-kn-I-fmbn Ign 
bp-ó-h-cm-Wv. C³Uybnð Xsó Ct¸mgpÅ 29 cq]XIÄ¡p 
]pd¯v {][m-\-s¸« \K-c-§-fnepw ]«-W-§-fn-ep-ambn 2 e£-
¯n-e[nIw  kotdm ae-_mÀ It¯m-en-¡-cp-ïv. \mð¸Xn\mbn 
c¯ne[nIamWv t{Käv {_n«\nð Ct¸mÄ Øm]nXambncn¡pó  
]pXnb cq]Xbnse AwKkwJy. CXn\p]pdsa Hmkv{Snb, 
{^m³kv, PÀ½\n, AbÀeâv, Cäen, kznävkÀeâv, sU³amÀ¡v 
XpS§nb cmPy§fnembn ap¸Xn\mbnct¯mfw kotdmae_mÀ 
k`mwK§fpïv.  KÄ^v cmPy§fnð¯só \mepe£t¯mfw  
hcpw kotdmae_mÀ hnizmknIfpsS F®w.  aäv Gjy³, B{^n 
¡³ cmPy§fnepambn Ccp]¯n A¿mbnc¯ne[nIhpw. 

{]hm-kn-I-fpsS AP]me\w icnbmbn \nÀÆ-ln-¡p-ó-Xn\v  
kmÀÆ{XnI k` {i²mephm-Wv. ]uckvXyIt¯men¡mk` 
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Isf kw_Ôn¨v cïmw h¯n¡m³ Iu¬knð ]pds¸Sphn¨  
Un{Inbnð ]dbpóXn{]ImcamWv: "BIbmð temIamkIe 
apÅ Htcm {]tXyIk`tbbpw kwcIvjn¡m\pw hfÀ¯m\pw  
{i²sNept¯ïXmWv. hnizmknIfpsS B²ymßnIamb \òbv 
¡pthïn BhiyamIpónSs¯ñmw CShIIfpw AhcpsS kz´w 
lbcmÀ¡nbpw Øm]n¡Ww.' C{]Imcw Hmtcm hyàn-k-`-bnð 
\nópapÅ {]hm-kn-I-fpsS AP]me\w AtX k`-bpsS taðt\
m«¯nð \nÀÆ-ln-¡-s¸-Sm-\pÅ GÀ¸m-Sp-IÄ k` sN¿p-óp-ïv. 

kotdmae-_mÀ k`-bnð \nópw C³Uy¡p]pd¯v {]hm-kn 
-I-fmbn Ign-bpó hnizm-kn- kaq-l-§Ä¡v AP-]m-e\ t\XrXzw  
sIm-Sp-¡p-hm³   2016 Pqsse 28þmw XobXn ]cnip²]nXmhv {^m³ 
knkv ]m¸ cïv {]tXyI kwhn[m\§Ä {]Jym]n¡pIbp 
ïmbn:- 

1. t{Käv {_n«\nse {]Ì¬ tI{µam¡n kotdm ae_mÀ k`b-
v¡mbn Hcp cq]X Øm]n¨v ^m. tPmk^v {km¼n¡ens\ AXnsâ 
{]Ya sa{Xm\mbn \nb-an-¨p.

2. t{Käv {_n«³ HgnsI AbÀeâv DÄs¸sSbpÅ aäv bqtdm]y³ 
cmPy§Ä¡mbpÅ A¸kvtXmenIv hnkntäädmbn tam¬kntªmÀ 
Ìo^³ Nnd¸W¯ns\ \nban¨p. 

^m. tPmk v̂ {km¼n¡ensâ sa{Xm`ntjIhpw NpaXe Gsä 
Sp¡ð ip{iqjbpw 2016 HIvtSm_À 9þmw Xo¿Xn RmbdmgvN 
{]mtZinIkabw 1.30þ\v {]Ì¬ t\mÀ¯v F³Uv tÌUnb 
¯nð h¨pw tam¬kntªmÀ Ìo^³ Nnd¸W¯nsâ sa{Xm 
`ntjIw \hw¼À 1 sNmÆmgvN {]mtZinIkabw 10.00 þ \v tdm 
anse skâv t]mÄkv _knen¡bnðh¨pw \S¯s¸Spw. 

cïpt]cpsSbpw sa{Xm`ntjIip{iqjIÄ ssZhm\p{Kl 
{]Zambn \S¡phm³ k`ma¡Ä Fñmhcpw {]tXyIw {]mÀYn 
¡pIbpw km[n¡pónSt¯mfw BfpIÄ AXnð kw_Ôn¡p 
Ibpw  XpSÀóv AhcpsS AP-]m-e-\ ip{iqjIÄ¡v    Bh-iyamb  
Fñm klmbkl-I-c-W-§Ä  \evIpIbpw sN¿-W-saóv  Rm³  
kvt\l-]qÀÆw A`yÀ°n-¡p-óp. \½psS k`mkaql¯nsâ 
sFIyhpw Iq«mbvabpw {]ISam¡n \ñ hnizmkkm£yw \ð 
Im\pÅ Ahkcam¡n CXns\ amäm³ \ap¡p ]cn{ian¡mw. 

bqtdm¸nse A¸-kvtXm-enIv hnkntäjsâ IognepÅ cmPy 
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§fnse kotdmae_mÀ {]hm-kn-IÄ B cmPy§fnse e¯o³ 
k`m]nXm-¡-òm-cpsS AP-]m-e-\m[n-Imc¯n³ Iognð XpScp 
óXmWv. Fómð  A¸-kvtXm-enIv hnkntää-dmb tam¬kn 
tªmÀ Ìo^³ Nnd¸W¯v e¯o³ ]nXm-¡-òm-cpsS Adn 
thmsS {]hm-kn-I-fmb kotdm -a-e-_mÀ hnizm-kn-IÄ¡v Bhiy 
amb  sa{Xm-\-Sp¯ ip{iqjIÄ sN¿p-ó-Xm-Wv. A¸-kvtXm-enIv 
hnkntäädpsS IognepÅ {]hmknkaq-l-§-fn-se kotdm -a-e-_mÀ Ip-
À_m-\-I-fnð sa{Xm`ntjI¯n\ptijw, cq]Xmsa{XmòmcptSXpt]
mse, A`n-hµy kvdvdo^³ ]nXm-hnsâ t]cv ]dªv {]mÀ°n-¡-W-
saóv \nÀt±in¡p-óp. 

kotdm- a-e-_mÀ k`bnse {]hmknIfpsS Imcy-§Ä¡v 
CXp-h-scbpw amÀK-ZÀi\§Ä \evI-p Ibpw thï -kw-hn-[m-
\-§Ä GÀs¸-Sp-¯p-hm³ t\XrXzw \evIp-Ibpw sNbvXn-cp-
óXv k`m-kn-\-Unsâ kphn-ti-j-h-Xv¡-c-W-¯n\pw AP-]m-e- 
\-¯n-\p-am-bpÅ I½o-j-\m-bn-cp-óp. {]kvXpX I½o-jsâ bq 
tdm¸nse {]hm-kn-IÄ¡v thïn-bpÅ {]hÀ¯\w C\n A¸-kv 
tXm-enIv hnkntää-dpsS Npa-X-e-bn-em-bn-cn¡pw. t{Käv {_n« 
\nse cq]Xbv¡pw bqtdm¸n\pw ]pd-¯pÅ kotdm-a-e_mÀ  
{]hm-kn-IÄ¡pthïn- Cu I½o-j³ XpSÀópw {]hÀ¯n-¡p-ó-
Xm-Wv. bqtdm¸nsebpw t{Käv {_n«\nsebpw {]hm-kn-IÄ¡v thïn 
Cu I½oj³ sNbvX Fñm -{]-hÀ¯\§Ä¡pw AXp-h-gn-bp-ïmb 
Fñm hnP-b-§Ä¡pw \µn-]-d-bp-hm³ Cu Ah-kcw hn\n-tbm-Kn-¡p-
óp. 

\nbpà]nXm¡³amcpsS tae-²y-£-ip{iqjsb \ap¡p 
IÀ¯m-hnsâ Ir]bv¡v kaÀ¸n¡mw. ssZh-P\w apgp-h³ AhÀ 
¡pthïn {]mÀ°n-¡p-Ibpw klmbkl-I-c-W-§Ä \evIp-I 
bpw sN¿-W-saóv {]tXyIw HmÀ½n¸n-¡póp. k`mKm{X¯n 
epïmbncnt¡ï ]ckv]cklIcWs¯¡pdn¨v hnhn[k` 
IÄ¡v hn.]utemkv FgpXnbncn¡pó hm¡pIÄ \n§sfb-
pw Rm³ A\pkvacn¸n¡pIbmWv. "BIbmð, \ap¡v Ah-
kcw e`n¨ncn¡póXpsImïv kIe a\pjyÀ¡pw, {]tXyIn¨v, 
hnizmk¯mð Htc IpSpw_¯nð AwK§fmbhÀ¡v, \ò 
sN¿mw' (Kem. 6:10) "Hcp Ahbhw thZ\b\p`hn¡pt¼mÄ 
Fñm Ahbh§fpw thZ\b\p`hn¡póp. Hcp Ahbhw {]iw 
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kn¡s¸Spt¼mÄ Fñm Ahbh§fpw {]iwkn¡s¸Spóp'.  
(1 tImdn.  12: 26).

ImcpWyhm\mb IÀ¯mhv \n§tfhscbpw A\p{Kln 
¡s«!

Cutimbnð kvt\l]qÀÆw, 

IÀZn\mÄ tPmÀPv Betôcn
kotdm ae-_mÀ k`-bpsS taPÀ BÀ¨v _nj-¸v

Im¡-\mSv auïv skâv tXma-Ên-epÅ taPÀ BÀ¨v_nj-¸nsâ 
Imcym-e-b-¯nð \nóv 2016-þmw Bïv sk]väw_À amkw 21 þmw 
XnbXn \ðI-s¸-«Xv.

N.B: Cu kÀ¡p-eÀ 2016 sk]väw_À amkw 25þmw XobXn 
RmbdmgvN t{Käv {_n«\nepw bqtdm¸nepapÅ ]ÅnIfnepw  
HIvtSm_À 2þmw XobXn Rmb-dmgvN  kotdm ae_mÀ                                                                                                                                              
k`bnse asäñm ]Ån-Ifnepw Znhy_enat[y {lkzamb Hcp 
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Prot. No. 0034/2016

DeCRee APPoIntInG  
ReV. FR. Jose PuLICKAL  
AuXILIARy BIsHoP oF 

 KAnJIRAPALLy

MAJoR ARCHIePIsCoPAL LetteR  

oF CAnonICAL PRoVIsIon

GEORGE CARDINAL ALENCHERRY, THE MAJOR 
ARCHBISHOP OF THE SYRO-MALABAR CHURCH sends 
his paternal Blessings to you, REV. FR. JOSE PULICKAL, priest 
belonging to the Eparchy of Kanjirapally, presently Syncellus of 
the same Eparchy, who, having obtained the prior assent of the 
Holy Father, has been elected by the Synod of Bishops of the 
Syro-Malabar Church in the First Session of the XXIV Synod, 
held from 07-12 January 2016, Auxiliary Bishop of Kanjirapally. 
His Excellency Mar Mathew Arackal, the Bishop of Kanjirapally 
had requested the Synod of Bishops of the Syro-Malabar Church 
for an Auxiliary Bishop, considering his increasing responsibil-
ities in and outside the Eparchy. You as a person of exemplary 
priestly qualities with adequate intellectual formation, spiritual 
depth and pastoral and administrative experience in different par-
ishes, ecclesiastical institutions and offices have been chosen to 
be the Auxiliary Bishop of the Eparchy of Kanjirapally to assist 
His Excellency Mar Mathew Arackal in his duties as the Shep-
herd of the Eparchy of Kanjirapally.

Therefore, in virtue of CCEO c. 86 §1, 1º and by the authority 
vested in me as the Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Ma-
jor Archiepiscopal Church to provide the people of God entrust-
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ed to my care with pastors and efficient systems of governance, 
and guided by the consideration of the good of the faithful of 
the Eparchy of KANJIRAPALLY and of the entire Syro-Mala-
bar Church, I, George Cardinal Alencherry, the Major Archbishop 
of the Syro-Malabar Church, hereby appoint you AUXILIARY 
BISHOP OF THE EPARCHY OF KANJIRAPALLY. Moreover, 
His Holiness Pope Francis has assigned to you the Titular See 
of LARES.  You are to be ordained Bishop in accordance with 
CCEO c. 187 §2 and c. 188 and take canonical possession of your 
office in accordance with CCEO c. 214.  Commending you to 
Our Lord, the Master Shepherd and praying that through the in-
tercession of Blessed Virgin Mary the Patroness of the Eparchy 
of Kanjirapally, you may in union with Bishop Mar MATHEW 
ARACKAL and in close communion with the entire clergy and 
the faithful of the Eparchy of Kanjirapally, fulfil the duties of your 
office as “an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in 
purity” (1Tim 4:12). I send you, my hearty congratulations and 
prayerful good wishes.

All contrary dispositions notwithstanding.

Given from the Syro-Malabar Major Archiepiscopal Curia at 
Mount St. Thomas, Kakkanad on 12th day of the month of Janu-
ary of the year 2016 under my seal and signature.

+ George Cardinal Alencherry 
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church

 
Fr. Antony Kollannur 
Major Archiepiscopal Chancellor 
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PAPAL BuLL eReCtInG  
tHe syRo-MALABAR ePARCHy  

oF GReAt BRItAIn

New Syro-Malabar Eparchy of Great Britain established in 
Great Britain!

FRANCIS, BISHOP, SERVANT OF THE SERVANTS OF 
GOD,

Elected to the Chair of the Prince of Apostles, and con-
cerned also about the spiritual welfare and the government of the 
Syro-Malabar Christians resident in England, Wales and Scot-
land, it seems proper to erect for them a new Eparchy. 

We, therefore, this same day, having heard the advice of our 
Venerable Brother His Most Reverend Eminence Cardinal Pre-
fect of the Congregation for the Eastern Churches, and after ma-
ture deliberation, We establish by the supreme Apostolic author-
ity the Syro-Malabar Eparchy of Great Britain, with the proper 
rights and obligations of all the Eastern Churches; whose eparchi-
al headquarters We locate in the city of Preston, while its consti-
tution and administration should be according to the norms of the 
Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches.  We order that these be 
put into effect and once they have been put into execution, let all 
the usual documents be prepared and sent to the above-mentioned 
Congregation.  Finally, we want this Apostolic Constitution to be 
ratified and remain valid now and in the future, whatsoever obsta-
cles notwithstanding. 

Given in Rome, at St Peter’s, on the sixteenth day of the 
month of July, in the year of the Lord two thousand and sixteen, 
in the Jubilee of Mercy, the fourth year of Our Pontificate.

FRANCISCUS PP.
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PAPAL BuLL APPoIntInG  
FR. JosePH sRAMPICKAL

BIsHoP oF tHe syRo-MALABAR ePARCHy oF 

GReAt BRItAIn

FRANCIS, BISHOP, SERVANT OF THE SERVANTS OF 
GOD, to Our beloved Son Joseph Benny Mathew Srampickal, 
from the clergy of the Syro-Malabar Eparchy of Palai, currently 
serving as Vice Rector of the Pontifical Urban College of “De 
Propaganda Fide”, elected Bishop of the new Syro-Malabar Epar-
chy of Great Britain, greetings and Apostolic Blessing!

Since it is necessary that a Prelate should preside over the 
new Syro-Malabar Eparchy of Great Britain established by Us 
on this same day through the Apostolic Constitution “In Apos-
tolorum Principis”, having heard those concerned, especially our 
Venerable Brother His Most Rev. Eminence Cardinal Prefect of 
the Congregation for Oriental Churches, you, beloved Son, en-
dowed with shining gifts and expert in pastoral field and bibli-
cal theology, are seen to be apt for its governance. Therefore, 
with the supreme Apostolic authority We appoint you Bishop of 
the Syro-Malabar Eparchy of Great Britain together with all the 
rights and duties attached to the same office in accordance with 
the norms of the Code of Canon Law of the Oriental Churches. 

With regard to the ordination, your profession of faith, and the 
promise of obedience towards Us and Our Successors, you will 
follow the rules of the aforementioned Code. We order also that 
these letters be brought to the notice of your clergy and people; 
We urge them to gladly accept you and remain united with you. 
Finally, beloved Son, through the intercession of the Virgin Mary, 
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and with the perennial voice of the Apostles (see Hymnus Aka-
thistos, 7), We ask for the gifts of the Holy Spirit the Paraclete, 
with which to help nourish the faithful entrusted to your care, 
especially through charity, the chief virtue of pastors: as much we 
love, so much we nourish. May the peace and light of Christ be 
always with you and with that ecclesial community so dear to Us. 

Given in Rome, at St Peter’s, on the sixteenth day of the 
month of July, in the year of the Lord two thousand and sixteen, 
in the Jubilee of Mercy, the fourth year of Our Pontificate.

FRANCISCUS PP.
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PAPAL BuLL APPoIntInG 

MGR. stePHen CHIRAPPAnAtH  

APostoLIC VIsItAtoR FoR tHe syRo-MALABAR 

FAItHFuL ResIDInG In euRoPe

FRANCIS, BISHOP, SERVANT OF THE SERVANTS OF 
GOD, to my beloved Son, Stephen Chirappanath, of the Clergy 
of the Eparchy of Irinjalakuda, elected Apostolic Visitator to the 
Syro-Malabar faithful residing in Europe and, at the same time, 
decorated with the title of Slebte, health and Apostolic Benedic-
tion!

The care of the pastoral office entrusted to Us happily re-
quires that we attend to those things which concern the spiritual 
advantage of the faithful, and that we willingly grant Our solici-
tude to those things which foster in any way the salvation of souls. 
Turning Our Soul to the needs of the flock of the Syro-Malabars, 
a great number of whom, living in the European region, lack a 
leader for their spiritual necessities, we have, at the prompting of 
our Venerable Brother, His Most Eminent Cardinal Alencherry, 
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church, thought of you, 
beloved Son. We have judged that you, expert in moral theology 
[and] dedicated to the building up the clergy and to the pastoral 
ministry, might perform a diligent service in the Church through 
the episcopal office. Having heard, therefore, the counsel of the 
Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, through 
the duty enjoined upon Us of governing the Catholic Church and 
by the fullness of Our Apostolic authority, we freely constitute 
you Apostolic Visitator for the Syro-Malabar faithful dwelling 
in Europe, bearing the Episcopal title of SLEBTE, with all due 
rights having been granted and relative duties imposed, according 
to the norm of the Code of Canons of the Eastern Churches. 
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With regard to your episcopal ordination, profession of faith 
and promise of obedience to Us and to Our Successors, you will 
heed the established norms of the aforesaid Code. We wish that 
you should advise the Syro-Malabar clergy and people living in 
Europe of this Our decree, and we urge these same persons that 
they, fulfilling the will of Christ with a sincere heart, should con-
sider you as a father to be loved and a guardian to be honored. 
Let us piously beseech the Lord, beloved Son, that you might, 
through the intercession of Saint Thomas the Apostle, merit to 
receive superabundant grace for the good of the people of God.

Given at Rome, at St. Peter’s, on the twenty-sixth day of July, 
in the two thousand and sixteenth year of the Lord, during the 
Jubilee of Mercy, the fourth year of Our Pontificate.

FRANCISCUS PP.
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VI name
 adVoCateS

diocese /
Congregation

date oF
appoint-
ment

academic 
degree 
in Canon 
law

1 Rev. Fr. Philip  
Nelpuraparambil

Changanacherry 20.12.2010 D.O.C.L.

2 Rev. Sr. Asha John CHF “ D.O.C.L.
3 Rev. Sr. Sibi CMC “ D.O.C.L.
4 Rev. Fr. Varghese  

Koluthara
CMI “ D.C.L.

5 Rev. Fr. Jose Paul  
Nellissery

Ernaku-
lam-Ang.

“ M.C.L.

6 Rev. Fr. Jose Marattil Idukki “ D.C.L.
7 Rev. Fr. Clement  

Chirayath
Irinjalakuda “ D.O.C.L.

8 Rev. Fr. Kurian  
Thamarassery

Kanjirappally “ D.O.C.L.

9 Rev.Fr. Lawerence P. 
Thomas

OFM Cap. “ D.C.L.

10 Rev. Fr. Abraham 
 Kulamakkal

Palai “ M.O.C.L.

11 Rev. Sr. Sherin SH “ D.O.C.L.
12 Rev. Sr. Mercilit SVM “ D.O.C.L.
13 Rev. Fr. Jose Vettickal Tellicherry “ D.O.C.L.
14 Rev. Fr. Vincent  

Cheruvathoor
Trichur “ D.O.C.L.

15 Rev. Fr. Philip  
Nedumthuruthil

VC “ D.O.C.L.

VII notary diocese /
Congregation

    Birth date of    
appoint-
ment

Sr. Greena  SD   
Notary &   
Office  Secretary   

Changanacherry 14- 08-1964 03-07-2013

Sr.Devotia CSN
Notary &  
Office  Secretary

Ernakulam 10 -05-1964 03-07-2016
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ACtIVIty oF tHe tRIBunAL In seConD InstAnCe

A CAuses oF MAtRIMonIAL nuLLIty HAnDLeD 

AFteR An oRDInARy

PRoCess In tHe FIRst InstAnCe

I Causes pending at the beginning of the year   39
II Causes  introduced this year: 290

                                                                           total 329
III Decrees of ratification (total number): 306

IV

Grounds of nullity considered in the decrees:
If a decision considered several grounds of nullity, these are 
to be indicated separately; thus the total number of decisions  
under 4 may be greater than that under 3)

1 CCEO c. 801      : Impotence: 03
2 CCEO c. 818, 2  : Grave lack of discretion 44
3 CCEO c. 818, 3  : Inability to assume 12
4 CCEO c. 820§2  : Error of quality 83
5 CCEO c. 821      : Fraud: 51
6 CCEO c. 824§2  : Simulation total 01
7 CCEO c. 824§ 2 : Intention against fidelity 25
8 CCEO c. 824§ 2 : Intention against children 08
9 CCEO c. 824§ 2 : Intention against the good of the spouses 19
10 CCEO c. 824§ 2 : Intention against indissolubility 05
11 CCEO c. 825      : Force or grave fear 53
12 CCEO c. 826      : Condition: 02
13 reconciled   01
V Sentences given (after an ordinary examination): 21

a) In favour of nullity (“constat de nullitate”, at least on one 
ground) 16

b) In favour of the bond (“non constat de nullitate”: on every 
ground alleged 05

VI

Grounds of nullity  considered in the sentences
(if a sentence considered several grounds of nullity, these are to be 
indicated separately; thus the number of decisions under 6 may be 

greater than the sum of 5a and 5b)
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Affirmative
constatde 
nullitate

Negative
non constat  
de nullitate

CCEO c. 818, 2-  Grave lack of discretion 04 00
CCEO c. 818, 3 - Inability to assume 00 00

CCEO c. 820§2 - Error of quality: 02 03

CCEO c. 824§2 - Intention against fidelity: 05 01
CCEO c. 824§2 - Intention against good 
of spouses 03 00

CCEO c. 821     - Fraud: 02 01
CCEO c. 825     - Force or grave fear: 00 00
                                                                             
Total                                                                             16 05

VII Causes  abandoned:
a) Through renunciation Nil
b) Through abatement (Peremptio) Nil

VII Causes  pending at the end of the year 01

ACtIVIty oF tHe tRIBunAL In seConD InstAnCe

A CAuses oF MAtRIMonIAL nuLLIty HAnDLeD 

AFteR An oRDInARy

PRoCess In tHe seConD InstAnCe

I Causes  pending at the beginning of the year 05
II Causes  introduced this year: 18
III Decrees of ratification (total number): 11

IV

Grounds of nullity considered in the decrees:
If a decision considered several grounds of nullity, 
these are to be indicated separately; thus the total 
number of decisions under 4 may be greater than that 
under 3)

1 CCEO c. 801      : Impotence: --
2 CCEO c. 818, 2  : Grave lack of discretion 02
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3 CCEO c. 818, 3  : Inability to assume --
4 CCEO c. 820§2  : Error of quality 02
5 CCEO c. 821      : Fraud: --
6 CCEO c. 824§2  : Simulation total --
7 CCEO c. 824§ 2 : Intention against fidelity 02
8 CCEO c. 824§ 2 : Intention against children --

9 CCEO c. 824§ 2 : Intention against the good of the 
spouses 02

10 CCEO c. 824§ 2 : Intention against indissolubility 01
11 CCEO c. 825      : Force or grave fear 02
12 CCEO c. 826      : Condition: --

V Sentences given (after an ordinary examination): 12
a) In favour of nullity (“constat de nullitate”, at least on 
one ground) 11

b) In favour of the bond (“non constat de nullitate”: on 
every ground alleged 01

VI

Grounds of nullity  considered in the sentences
(if a sentence considered several grounds of nullity, these are to be 
indicated separately; thus the number of decisions under 6 may be 
greater than the sum of 5a and 5b)

Affirma-
tive

constatde 
nullitate

Negative
non constat 
de nullitate

CCEO c. 818, 2-  Grave lack of discretion 02 --
CCEO c. 818, 3 - Inability to assume -- --
CCEO c. 820§2 - Error of quality: 01 01
CCEO c. 824§2 - Intention against  
fidelity: 03 --

CCEO c. 824§2 - Intention against good 
of spouses 03 --

CCEO c. 821     - Fraud: 02 --
CCEO c. 825     - Force or grave fear: -- --
                                                                           
total 11 01
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VII Cases abandoned:
a) Through renunciation Nil
b) Through abatement (Peremptio) Nil

VII decrees of nullity of Sentence Nil
IX Cases pending at the end of the year Nil

ACtIVItIes oF tHe LoweR  

tRIBunALs In tHe yeAR 2015

There are seventeen eparchies in four metropolitan provinces and 
one archeparchy within the proper territory of the Syro Malabar 
Church. All the four metropolitan provinces have metropolitan 
tribunals and they function as the tribunals of appeal in the sec-
ond instance as per c. 1064§1. The metropolitan tribunal of Kot-
tayam judges cases only of the Archeparchy of the metropolitan 
of Kottayam. The eparchies of Belthangady and Thuckaly and 
Bhadravathi have single judge tribunals. The cases of the epar-
chy of Ramanathapuram are handled by the eparchial tribunal of 
Palakkad and the cases of the eparchy of Mandya by the eparchial 
tribunal of Mananthavady.  
The activities of the eparchial and metropolitan tribunals during 
the year 2015 are briefly given in the following tables:  
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